7

The name of Jesus - confess and bow  Phil 2:9-11
PP: stairs   (Brett’s design)
Last week Jesus taught us an amazing principle: 
The way up is always down - Say it with me 
Phil 2:5-8 give us the first part of the “career” of Jesus Christ.

T Phil 2:5-8
5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 

6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 

7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 

8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death — even death on a cross! 

· Jesus came to DOWN to earth to model a servant lifestyle for us
· Then Jesus humbled himself and died on a cross – submitting to His father’s will.

· Jesus came to provide sinful man the ONLY way back to Holy God.
BUT NOTICE THE STORY DOES NOT END THERE

· In verses 9 -11 we see the last part of the “career” of Jesus Christ

· After mankind crucified and buried Jesus, God the father took over.

Phil 2:9-11

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Therefore – is the link between Christ’s humiliation and his exaltation
· As a consequence of Jesus’ humility and serving others lifestyle – God exalted Jesus.
· Exalted = to elevate above others, to raise to the highest position.

Say it with me - The way up is always down

· God restored all that Jesus gave up when he left heaven to come DOWN to earth. 
· At the resurrection, Jesus came back UP to heaven as the Son of God but also the Son of man.

· Now Jesus sits at the right hand of God reigning and interceding for us. 
· Christ Jesus is as our advocate who can relate to us in every way.

But there is a great personal application for all of us.
1 Peter 5:6 (NLT) So (YOU) humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, and at the right time he will lift you up in honor.


· Again Jesus is our perfect example; God exalted Him because He humbled Himself by serving mankind and dying on the cross.
· Notice WE are to humble ourselves.  Jesus humbled HIMSELF.
· We are to have the mind and attitude of Jesus that leads to that SAME servant lifestyle.

· We are to DIE TO SELF and live for God.

A humble mindset simply submits and obeys God.
R Luke 14:11 (NLT) For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”


Say it with me - The way up is always down

Phil 2:9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 

· God’s next part of the exaltation of Jesus involved his name – a name above all names.
· In the Jewish culture a name was related to a person’s full character – all he/she was and did.

· Jesus Christ has a lot of names in the Bible – Immanuel, Wonderful Counselor, Prince of Peace, Ancient of Days, the Door, the Word, the Light, the Lamb and the Bread of Life.

· Jesus’ new name is kurios or Lord.

Lord (kurios) = the owner; the master, one who has control of the person
· God gave Jesus a name that means he is LORD of Heaven and Earth.
· Kurios - Lord in the Greek OT is Yahweh, the personal name of the God of Israel.

· He is the master of ALL LIFE; Jesus is GOD. 

· Because of this exaltation, notice the outcome
Phil 2:10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
3 PP: Buddhists, Muslims, Christians kneeling in worship to their god.
At the name of Jesus

Bow – bend in submission, in worship, in honor of “Jesus”
Say it with me - The way up is always down

Phil 2:10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

Universal submission
Heaven – CF’s who have died and the angels

Earth – those CF’S currently living on the earth

Under the earth – unsaved people who have died, and demons

· Since Jesus has been exalted as the Lord of heaven and earth, God has ordained that eventually EVERYONE will bow their knee in submission to Jesus.

· Today much of the world bows their knees to many lords.

· The gods of self, power, pleasure and false gods.
· These people don’t recognize Jesus as the ONLY true God, but ONE day that will change forever.

· In the future, every person EVER BORN will bow to Jesus, THE ONE LORD of the world.

Will you bow unwillingly or willingly?
Phil 2:11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord….. 

Confess = to say the same thing; acknowledge openly
Isaiah 45:22-23 (NLT)  FULL SCREEN BRETT
22 Let all the world look to me for salvation! For I am God; there is no other.
23 I have sworn by my own name; I have spoken the truth, and I will never go back on my word: Every knee will bend to me, and every tongue will confess allegiance to me.”


· Here in verses 10 and 11 Paul a Jew is quoting from Isaiah in the OT. 

· Notice in Isaiah, it is to Yahweh (God) that all knees bow and tongues confess. 
· In Philippians Paul says it is to Jesus, showing that Jesus is Yahweh (God)

· This amazing truth 

· Earlier in his life, Saul a Jew who hated Jesus and didn’t believe in him came to the truth that Jesus was real and Jesus is GOD.

T Acts 9:5 "Who are you, Lord? (kurios)” Saul asked. "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he replied. 

T Acts 9:6 (NKJV) So he, trembling and astonished, said, “Lord, what do You want me to do?”
Lord (kurios) = the owner; the master, one who has control of the person
· But there is another name for Jesus that is equally important.

· The name Jesus is a transliteration of the Hebrew "Joshua”
· The Hebrew word Joshua means 'Jehovah is salvation', thus the meaning of Jesus name savior
Jesus = the Lord saves
Matthew 1:21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins." 

· Many people today want Jesus as their Savior but not their Lord.

· Well it doesn’t work that way. Listen to Adrian Rogers.

“Have you ever thought that salvation was like a cafeteria where you can pick and choose the aspects of Jesus you want? 

“I’ll have a little Saviorhood, please, but no Lordship.”  Not so, friend. If Jesus is not your Lord, Jesus is not your Savior. What’s the difference? Well, suppose I perform a wedding ceremony and say to the young man, “Would you take Mary to be your lawfully wedded wife?” and he responds, “Well, I’ll take Mary as housekeeper.” Then I say to her, “Would you take John to be your lawfully wedded husband?” and she says, “Well, I’ll take him as provider.” Friend, we can’t pick and choose what we want from Jesus. We must take Jesus as Lord over all!”
Jesus himself warned about confessing Jesus as Lord and not obeying Him.
T Matthew 7:21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 

Matthew 7:22 Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 

Matthew 7:23 Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!' 

· Our churches are filled with  “so called” Christians who have never surrendered their lives to God.  They practice their religious activities and go through the motions of religion but they are deceiving themselves.

· Many this very weekend are singing, taking notes, giving and even serving but they have NEVER turned their lives over to God.

· They call Jesus THEIR LORD BUT they continue to live life by THEIR PLAN.

· These people are DECEIVING themselves about their ETERNAL destination.

· The test of whether Jesus Christ is Lord in a person’s life is obedience to the commands of the one he/she calls Lord.

1 John 2:6 Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did. 

· Jesus wants and needs to be our (1) Savior and our (2) LORD!
· Confessing that Jesus is Lord is followed by a lifestyle that proves it.

B Phil 2:11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

CF make God look good by serving Jesus (your Lord) 24/7
Rom 12:1-2 message

 So here's what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don't become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You'll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.
The way up is always down - Say it with me 

· Paul is writing these verses to remind CF’S that we need to have the servant mindset of Christ. 

· Then that mindset will turn into a servant lifestyle that looks like Christ.

· The world will see our joy and fulfillment and ask HOW can I know this God that you willingly serve?

· Just like Jesus on the earth made God look good, we will make God look good also and bring him glory – honor, praise and worship.

There is salvation in the name of Jesus
R Romans 10:9 That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

There is healing in the name of Jesus
Acts 3:6 Then Peter said, "Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk." 

There is power in the name of Jesus
Acts 16:18 She kept this up for many days. Finally Paul became so troubled that he turned around and said to the spirit, "In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!" At that moment the spirit left her. 

Today we have gathered in the NAME of Jesus.  Jesus and his authority and power are here with us. Nothing is impossible because Jesus, God is here.

· We have learned that one day every knee will bow to Jesus and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord – willingly or unwillingly.
· You see those “under” the earth, those who have died and gone to hell are there because they didn’t believe and confess Jesus as their Lord and Savior.
· They will bow and confess unwillingly BUT it is too late, they made the wrong choice and they are eternally lost forever.

· That is why the Bible reminds us that TODAY IS THE DAY OF SALVATION.

It is NOT too late for you.

Acts 4:12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved." 

· No one goes to Heaven by being good enough  

· We go to Heaven by being forgiven and Jesus is the only one who can forgive sins.  

· Some of you here today want your life changed.  

· You have come to the right place and heard about the ONLY person who can forgive you and change your life – His name is Jesus.

John 1:12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God- 

Believe + Receive = Become
God wants you to bow before Jesus NOW and confess Jesus as Lord now.
· In a few moments on all our campuses we are going to take time to worship, respect, submit, and honor Jesus with the praises from our hearts and our lips.
· We are going to see the Revelation Song.

· We are going to sing about Jesus, sing to Jesus and confess our thankfulness for our OWN salvation.

· As we worship here on earth, Jesus is also being worshipped in Heaven.

The Heavenly scenes of Revelation unveil for us what it will be like one day in Heaven

Revelation 5:12 In a loud voice they sang: "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!" 

Revelation 5:9-10 And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God,

and they will reign on the earth." 

Revelation 19:1 (NLT) After this, I heard what sounded like a vast crowd in heaven shouting, “Praise the Lord! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God.

