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Enjoying marriage on the river of life  t Matt 19
Warning – series only for children 5th grade and above.
PP: Mark and Lynda - white water rafting in Montana.

Let’s say you and your spouse have never been white water rafting.  Both of you head down to the river bank and get your head gear, life preserver and climb into the raft.  Remember that neither of you have ever been white water rafting. You’ve heard that rafting is exciting and joyful but what they really expect the ride to be like?
Let me add to this picture:

· You and your spouse are in the raft BUT there is NO guide in the raft.

· You and your spouse are in the raft with NO guide and NO instructions.

· NOW what would you expect to happen as they float down the river?

· Do you think their ride on the river of life would be successful and joyful?

· What would YOU expect to happen to this couple on the river of life?

Over the next 4 weekends we are going to see that God didn’t design marriage like the above scenario. God wants us to know what to expect from marriage; God wants us to view marriage realistically.
PP: Everything we see today seems to have the prefix – little “I” =  iPhone, iPad, iPod; even CNN = iReport
During this series we will talk about 4 major problems in marriage – all of them with a BIG I and not a little i.
PP: IBoss
IExpect   (YOUR expectations)
ISelfish
IChange you
App: Turn to your neighbor and say – ISELFISH

Raft = marriage; Andy = husband; Ann = wife
Actually marriage is a lot like white water rafting. It too is exciting and challenging and filled with tomorrows that are unknown.

But the Bible teaches us how to really enjoy marriage on the river of life.

In this series we will learn some simple keys from God who designed marriage. You see marriage matters to God and His word will keep us flowing together with purpose and fulfillment on the river of life.

A Google search on marriage, instantly lists 350 million different articles.  
But in this series we will keep God’s teaching SIMPLE yet challenging.
Here are the four main keys (all D’S) we will address from the Bible.

(Brett – full screen)
Marriage – God’s DESIGN is perfect

Marriage – God’s DIRECTIONS are clear

Marriage - The DECEIVER is active but already defeated

Marriage – God the DECIDING FACTOR lives in YOU.  
Now as we teach on marriage, all of you will be in different categories
Single or widowed – happy or unhappy

Married – happy or unhappy

Divorced – happy or unhappy

Single and sexually active OUTSIDE of marriage

Married and having an affair.

Homosexual or lesbian tendencies, active or dormant

Some are here but your spouse wouldn’t come

· We see all through the NT that when Jesus met people, he knew their current circumstances but spoke HOPE into their lives.

· God loves you no matter where you find yourself today AND God has a solution, an answer for your specific situation.

For those of you who are single –listen CAREFULLY; you can LEARN to do it right the FIRST TIME.

For those of you who have blown it; wish you could go back and do it over – the bad news is you cannot go back….but here is the good news:
God can take a MESS and make a MIRACLE
· Nothing is too difficult for God.  When we contrast man’s failures against God’s love, grace and power, God always wins! 
· Leave here today and every week, with hope for restoration, forgiveness and a brand new start.

PP: The Bible OR the book Eat, Pray, Love
Which author knows more about life in general and marriage?

Which of these two books teaches the REAL truth about marriage?

T Genesis 2:15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 

Genesis 2:16 And the Lord God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 

Genesis 2:17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die." 

PP: God and man

Put Andy in the boat with God
· Before God designed marriage, He created man to be in relationship with Him.  The most basic of all relationships is God and man.
· When God created you, he placed you in your own raft on the river of life.

· Man was not created to do life alone – it NEVER works.

· Notice that God gave Adam DIRECTIONS – specific directions that included MUCH FREEDOM.  

Real life is only found in a personal relationship with God

1. In this series we will use God’s word – the Bible as the TRUTH and STANDARD for all living.

2. Understand that the world system is HOSTILE toward God, the Bible and marriage.

PP: Steven Hawking = God didn't create universe

God did not create the universe, world-famous physicist Stephen Hawking argues in a new book that aims to banish a divine creator from physics.

Hawking says in his book "The Grand Design" that, given the existence of gravity, "the universe can and will create itself from nothing," according to an excerpt published Thursday in The Times of London.

Adrian Rogers once wrote
God is the creator of all that your hand can touch, your eye can see, your ears can hear, and your nose can smell. If you see a watch, I hope you assume there’s a watchmaker. And if you see the precise atomic flux of the universe, I hope you don’t believe that happened by chance. The evolutionists believe that if you take billions of years, if you add time plus chance, you can turn frogs into princes. In school they call that fairy tales. In the laboratory they call it science.

Recent Newsweek article; Once upon a time, marriage made sense.

Book- A little bit married: “Healthy partnerships are possible, for sure but the permanence of marriage seems naïve, almost arrogant.”

Anthropologist Helen Fisher; “Humans aren’t meant to be together forever, but in short-term relationship of 3-4 years.”
· Many of us here are Christians, CF’S and we know that following the Bible and its standards make sense and work.
· But others of you who are not yet Christians are going to have to decide - do I learn about marriage and life from my friends, from television or movies, from so called human experts or from the God who created me?

Gen 2:18 The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him."
· For the first time in all of creation God said that something wasn’t good. 
· God knew that Adam needed a helper, a companion; someone to share his life with.
· God took the initiative to solve man’s loneliness.

· All this happened BEFORE sin entered the garden.  
· Before there was sin there was MARRIAGE
Raft: God said to Adam, stop the raft and get out….I am going to solve your loneliness problem with a little outpatient surgery

Genesis 2:21 So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place with flesh. 

Genesis 2:22 Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 

Genesis 2:23 The man said, "This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 'woman,' for she was taken out of man." 

Raft: Adam was waking up back on the raft and God brought Eve to him – immediately Adam notice a couple of very important differences.  He noticed some hills and valleys that he didn’t have!
The word “helper” = someone who assists another to reach fulfillment.
PP: Man needed a companion, a helper and equal to complete him
· God created the woman to meet man’s deficiencies.

· God created the woman to end man’s loneliness.

· BUT God designed men and women very different for a reason
· Physical differences, gender differences and personality differences.
Here are some personality differences:
· One is a spender – the other a saver

· One is organized – the other free spirit

· One is an extrovert – the other an introvert

· One is more a home body – the other a world traveler

· One is a confronter – the other withdraws

Here are some gender differences
· Men generally long to achieve, produce, and succeed, but women generally long to nurture relationships, care for others, and create welcoming homes.  

· Men tend to share information to try to solve problems, while women tend to share feelings about issues.  

· Men usually thrive on action, but women thrive on communication.  

· Men are sexually aroused primarily through physical images, while women are sexually aroused primarily by loving words and actions.  

· Men need sex in order to feel loved, but women need to feel loved in order to have sex.  

God designed a husband and wife different to stimulate their spiritual growth.
Illus: Martin Luther called marriage "a school for character," and it is. As two people work at their marriages, the experience either brings out the best in them or the worst in them. It's an opportunity to exercise faith, hope, and love and to mature and grow and make God look good.

Illus: When asked his secret of love, being married fifty-four years to the same person, he said, "Ruth and I are happily incompatible."   How wonderful to understand the strength and unity in being grateful and happily incompatible.
1) Marriage – God’s DESIGN is perfect

· We need to remember that marriage was always GOD’S IDEA.
· Anything that is designed has a designer.  Whether it is a car, a home, an airplane or even marriage – behind those things there is a designer.

· God is the creator, the designer of marriage.

PP: Marriage triangle as designed by God
· Notice there always was and always will be a HEAD in marriage – GOD.

· That means the husband and wife always will be servants FIRST to God.

Marriage was designed by God to be a three-some; God, one husband and one wife 
Andy AND Ann in the boat with God
· The world thinks marriage is a twosome and they can leave God out.
· In fact many invite God to their wedding but not their marriage.
· BUT we cannot LEAVE God the designer out of our marriages and expect them to be healthy and prosperous.
· A God designed marriage is h and w both in relationship with God.

Marriage was designed by God to be monogamous and heterosexual
· Notice God’s design; God creates only one Eve for Adam, not several Eves or another Adam. 

Genesis 2:24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother…. 

· Marriage begins with leaving

· Leaving is simply setting a priority on our earthly relationships

· Aside from our relationship with God, our relationship with our spouse becomes a priority.

God’s design – make your spouse # 1 in your life
That includes our relationship with our parents – in laws; our children, our careers and our old friends.
Genesis 2:24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife….. 

· Next marriage continues with cleaving; joining being united.
Marriage was designed by God to be permanent – super glued - a covenant 
· The verb means a determined action - we hold on because we choose to hold on. There is nothing passive about the act of cleaving. 

· God designed marriage to be a commitment of permanent love and faithfulness between husband, wife and God.

· Love is NOT primarily a feeling but a commitment – a decision.

Genesis 2:24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 

Marriage was designed by God to produce oneness (unity, team)
Oneness can be defined as being in agreement with God’s will for our lives and in agreement with our spouse.

R Amos 3:3 Do two walk together unless they have agreed to do so? 

There is no “I” in team.

· When God joins a husband and a wife together they are glued together physically, emotionally and spiritually.

Andy AND Ann in the boat with God
· What happens in the boat affects BOTH marriage partners - they are ONE.

· God’s goal is to LEARN to live together and work together as a TEAM.

Genesis 2:25 The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.
Marriage was designed by God to bring the gift of intimacy
· In a marriage there is spiritual intimacy, relational intimacy (friends for life) and sexual intimacy.  
· We will cover more of the gift of intimacy next weekend.

T Matthew 19

· One day some religious leaders were questioning Jesus regarding marriage and divorce.  Look at the response Jesus gave them
Matt 19:4 "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,'   

Matt 19:5 and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'?

Matt 19:6 So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate." 

· Jesus takes them back to Genesis 1-2 to God’s ORIGINAL DESIGN of marriage.

· God’s design of marriage was, is and always will be perfect.

Closing

Andy AND Ann in the boat with God
Does this look like your marriage?
Is God in charge?

Are both oars in the water?

Are both of you rowing in the same direction with the same purpose?

Is there enjoyment as you do life together?

If not, don’t forget that there is a miracle in your raft – GOD

Remember that your marriage matters to God and His word will keep us flowing together with purpose and fulfillment on the river of life.

HOMEWORK
What ONE thing can I do to make the ride more enjoyable?

Ask your spouse this question this week

COMMUNION

Real life is only found in a personal relationship with God[image: image1.png]



