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Phil 3:16-19   Role models

iPad opening

If you are interested in getting an iPad, I can get some through a contact. These are straight (not off the back of a truck). They are from a canceled hospital contract, due to the Government cutbacks. The numbers are limited; we have seventy five iPads going for less than half price, so its first come first served. We will have tables set up in the commons on all campuses.  Here is a picture so you can see what you are getting.
PP: Show photo
What do these all have in common?

An exercise class

A cooking class

A dance class

A painting class

A computer class

· Every person in these classes wants to learn for themselves about cooking, dancing, painting or whatever the class is about.

· Which do you think is more effective – to learn from a book or to learn from an experienced person who knows the subject?

The goal of Christianity is to become a mature Christ Follower
What is the most effective and efficient way to make that happen?
Illus: Anyone who has a smart phone, a REAL iPad or any other tablet knows the best way to learn to effectively use it is from a person who has already mastered it.

· Thus every class has someone to imitate, someone to follow, an example, a role model – someone who knows what they are doing!
· Today we discover through Paul’s teaching the very same truth

T Phil 3:17 Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you. 
“My example” literally means be imitators of me
· Paul knew there was only ONE perfect role model for all CF’S.

1 Cor 11:1 Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ. 

Jesus is our ultimate and final role model
· But Paul knew that CF’S needed human role models who could help them become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.

· People need to JOIN and observe other mature believers who know how to deal with the troubles of life, who know how to handle discouragement and even pride.

Illus: When reading the Bible we understand these well-known commands from Jesus – love God and love one another. Certainly we remember a few of the 10 commandments as well like don’t steal and don’t murder.

· God it Pastor Mark – those are all commands from God and I am striving to obey them perfectly.
· But most people don’t realize that Phil 3:17 is a COMMAND from God.

Let me ask you a simply YES or NO question.
Are you NOW following (imitating) a good role model?   Yes or No
· This verse, this principle is not an option that Paul is writing.  

· No this is God the Holy Spirit telling Paul to write this command.

· So the goal of this teaching is to make sure every CF is learning to follow this command from God.

I really believe we can state this verse as TWO commands from God.
1) Find good role models and join – follow - imitate them
2) Be a good role model yourself

· Notice I used the word “good” that is because there are no perfect role models.  Paul had already shared this truth when he said; he had not arrived spiritually yet. 

· That is why Paul said, you can only follow me in those areas where you see me imitating Jesus Christ our perfect model.

Phil 3:17 Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you. 

· Paul is asking believers to follow him, to imitate him but not just him.

· He knows that there are others who are good models to follow like Timothy and Epaphroditus.

· Having a few good mentors keeps us balanced and not focused just on one person.

· There are TWO dangers if we do not obey this command.

Phil 3:18 For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 
Danger # 1: You pick a BAD role model and follow them

· Next time we will talk about this danger
· BUT notice Paul says there are MANY bad role models to follow.

Danger # 2: You choose to do life alone - you don’t pick any good role models

T Romans 12:4-5 (NLT) Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, so it is with Christ’s body. We are all parts of his one body, and each of us has different work to do. And since we are all one body in Christ, we belong to each other, and each of us needs all the others. 

R Romans 14:7 For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone. 

Every person was created by God with a twofold need. 

1) Fellowship with God 

· YOU were created to have a personal relationship (fellowship) with God. God designed you to know Him, obey Him, enjoy Him and serve Him. 
· If a person doesn’t have a personal relationship with God, the result is life has no purpose and meaning. 
Illus: Pascal, the noted French scientist, knew that in every human heart there exists a God-shaped vacuum. 

Centuries before him, Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, put his finger on the root cause of loneliness. He said, "God created man for Himself and our hearts are restless until they find rest in Him." 

2) Fellowship with other human beings. 

· Interchangeable terms - fellowship, friendship, companionship, relationship, community. 
· People simply doing life together
· If a person is doing life alone, then the result is loneliness. 

Illus:  Bowling ALONE  

This is a title of an interesting book. And it shows us that doing life alone is not just a CHURCH problem. “Once we bowled in leagues, usually after work -- but no longer. This seemingly small phenomenon symbolizes a significant social change here in America. 
Drawing on vast new data that reveal Americans' changing behavior, Author Putnam shows how we have become increasingly disconnected from one another and how social structures -- whether they be PTA, church, or political parties -- have disintegrated.”
· As CF’S we BELONG to each other, we don’t live unto ourselves.

· In fact God gave more than 50 one another commands in the Bible….commands that apply to ALL of us

A successful and fulfilled life cannot be achieved ALONE
· People need an intimate personal ongoing relationship with God 

· People need a group of caring and supportive friends with which they can interact on a regular basis. 

· AND Paul reminds us that we need good role models to imitate.

Imitating a good role model requires spending time WITH them
Here at CCM we strive to follow the pattern of the church in the book of Acts
T Acts 2:44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 
Acts 2:45 Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 
Acts 2:46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 
Acts 2:47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 
· Temple courts - God designed CF’S to celebrate TOGETHER in a corporate or large group setting at least once a week. 
· Homes – But God also designed a way for a church to continue to grow larger and yet through small groups continue to be small and intimate. 
In these small groups is WHERE you can find a good model to follow.
God wants us to study together, to worship, to give, to serve, to have fun together, to celebrate, to pray together, and to develop fellowship, friendship and companionship together. 

Much Christian GROWTH comes by being together with mature believers.
Hebrews 13:7 (NLT) Remember your leaders who taught you the word of God. Think of all the good that has come from their lives, and follow the example of their faith.


QUIT BOWLING ALONE
PP: Connect
We have all types of small groups, including one to one discipleship, 101-701, women’s, men’s, divorce care, couples, and moms to moms.

We have lots of home groups around the county and even Asian and Spanish home groups. 

And I want to add…..don’t do it alone – started growing by being around good role models and imitating their life.
B Phil 3:17 Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you. 

· Pastor Mark – how do I know a person is a good godly model?

· That is a great question.

· Paul gives us some answers – here is the most important one.
A good role model follows and “imitates” Christ
· Next look what Paul says…….look for those CF’S who are living according to THE PATTERN we gave you.
· What was the PATTERN?  The one Paul talk about from verses 12-16
A good role model puts Christ in the center of their life
Illus: Show the ball
· Paul was serving God by serving others and by sharing the gospel.

· Paul was investing his time, talents and possessions to advance the KOG.

· That TYPE of lifestyle is not weird but infectious.

· Paul LOVED life and he was pursuing HARD after God.

· Notice that Timothy and Epaphroditus GOT IT and they could now be good models to follow.

A good role model continues to grow spiritually (humble not prideful)
T 2 Timothy 3:10-11  You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, persecutions, sufferings — what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. 

· Notice that Paul doesn’t end verse 11 saying this: if you can do anything else – do it.  
· Paul doesn’t say do not become a CF because you will have to experience all kinds of trouble and to be honest it just isn’t worth it! 
· No Paul says – God rescued me from all of it.

Remember that we become like what we read, what we watch, and who we hang with.

· SO we want to be around people who are more mature than us.

· We want to watch them as they do life.

· Hear them talk about their quiet times where God speaks through the word to them

· Watch them talk about their spouse and their kids and HOW God is helping them be a servant leader in the home.

· Hear and watch how they handle failure, disappointments, persecution and the many other troubles of real life.
A good role model lives with a joyful, grateful, positive attitude
Phil 1:21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 

Illus: It was sweltering, typical midday South Florida sticky and steamy, as Reggie Bush sprinted the 53-yard width of the practice field and back. "I've always been a guy to do a little extra after practice," he said. Bush, 26, does this overtime bit consistently, which has not gone unnoticed by his new teammates.  "I try to lead by example," he says. "Now it's more important to do it, and bring some of the young guys along. Quite honestly, some of the guys who have been here for a while, too, maybe need to see that. We need to change the culture around here."

· Paul says that the SECRET to loving life is Christ.

· Look for a CF who not only follows Christ but LOVES THAT LIFESTYLE.

· Paul is NOT focused on the circumstances of living or dying. 

· Paul is focused on Christ’s will for him NOW. 

· What is the best thing for advancing the KOG?

Frances Chan (Plan B book) – “You passionately love Jesus, but you don’t really want to be like Him. You admire His humility, but you don’t want to be THAT humble. You think it’s beautiful that He washed the feet of the disciples, but that’s not exactly the direction your life is headed. You’re thankful He was spit upon and abused, but you would never let that happen to you. You praise Him for loving you enough to suffer during His whole time on earth, but you’re going to do everything within your power to make sure you enjoy your time down here. In short: You think He is a great Savior but not a great role model.” 
Paul says just the opposite, my whole purpose in living is to become like Christ in every area of my life. 

Acts 4:13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. 
· That is the goal – this is what we want everyone to say
· We are becoming more and more like Jesus
· To do that we have to obey HIS WORD

· We learned today that we need to follow, imitate other mature believers and to do that we have to be around them

· We need to be involved with others who can challenge us to become more and more like Him.
Communion
Every person was created by God with a need to be in relationship or fellowship with God. 

· YOU were created to have a personal relationship (fellowship) with God. God designed you to know Him, obey Him, enjoy Him and serve Him. 
· If a person doesn’t have a personal relationship with God, the result is life has no purpose and meaning. 
Life starts when we begin a personal relationship with CHRIST

