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Enjoying marriage on the river of life 4  t Matt 19
A good marriage requires a lifetime of hard work Say it with me.

Pastor Mark, why does marriage require a lifetime of hard work?

PP: Lynda and Mark fighting on the river of life

· We learned last weekend that God didn’t give any love, lead, submit and respect commands to Adam and Eve in the garden.  

· There were NO warnings – don’t keep a record of wrongs; make sure you speak kindly to each other etc.

· That is because Adam and Eve were perfect and sinless.

· But then Satan entered the picture and life including married life would never be the same.

Marriage - The DECEIVER is active..
T Gen 3:1-5  
· Satan tempts Eve to doubt the Word of God, then to deny the Word of God and finally to disobey the Word of God.
· Satan hates God’s design and God’s directions for marriage.
· Satan says to Eve, God is lying – simply do your thing, enjoy the fruit of this tree and THEN you can be IBOSS – just like me.

· Eve you can become a god yourself – living totally independent from God.

Understand the schemes of Satan – temptation, lying, deceit, condemnation
R 2 Cor 2:11 (NLT) so that Satan will not outsmart us. For we are very familiar with his evil schemes

· Temptation is an attraction to something or someone offered by Satan.

· Temptation is not a sin but giving into temptation is.
· We cannot eliminate temptation because it is common to all of us but we can learn NOT to give into temptation.

LIE - Satan lies your marriage will never make it – protect yourself.
Did you see the latest insurance announced this week - Divorce Insurance? 
LIE - Satan lies to us that the grass is greener, go find true happiness now and that our next marriage partner will be better – REALLY???
According to the Forest Institute of professional Psychology
The divorce rate in America for first marriage is 50%

The divorce rate in America for the second marriage is 67%

The divorce rate in America for the third marriage is 74%
Gen 3:6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 

· The Bible says that Eve was deceived but Adam disobeyed God willingly.

· When we don’t obey God; when we see, desire, take or do something we shouldn’t, it’s called “sin”. 

· Sin is simply choosing my will over God’s will.

· Adam and Eve show us a truth – Satan is out to destroy US and OUR marriages.
· Because of sin, the spiritual DNA of mankind was NOW infected forever. 

· Everyone’s human nature would desire to live independent from God and be their own “god” I Independent and be I Boss 
Because of SIN marriage on the river of life would NEVER be the same.
Video: (1) newlyweds - think of Adam and Eve before sin and (2) not so newlyweds think of Adam and Eve after sin

· For the first time two IMPERFECT people were trying to do marriage together - I Boss, I Change you and I Selfish.

· Marriage would now be filled with ROUGH water and lots of HARD work.

· Sin brings a HUGE problem into marriage – probably the # 1 prob.

RAFT – PUT Ann in front of Andy in the raft
Husbands that won’t lead

Wives that won’t follow
· Instead of a team, we have PASSIVE husbands and CONTROLLING wives.
· Remember that God brought a woman to man to complete HIM.
· The husband is to be a LOVING SERVANT LEADER and the wife to willingly submit so they could be a TEAM doing life together.

· So now both passive husbands and controlling wives are disobeying God.

Solution: Husbands STEP up and lead as you follow YOUR leader (God)
               Wives be patient, pray for your husband and follow his lead
Gen 3:7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 

Gen 3:8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 

Both thrown out of the RAFT – their marriage is going nowhere. 

Adam and eve are SITTING on the shore thinking; why did we disobey, what were we thinking, and what do we do now?
For the first time they were experiencing: shame, guilt, fear and remorse
· Their intimacy and openness with God was harmed by sin.
· They should have been running to God, confessing their sin, and asking for His forgiveness. But instead, they were hiding from God.
Go and sit with them – everyone in this room has been there – we’ve sinned – we’ve failed and we try to hide it from others and from God.
Hiding from God is an oxymoron – It’s stupid but all of us think we can hide ourselves or things from God.

· Some of you are here TODAY and actively fighting with your spouse, angry, hurt, not speaking, sleeping separate and you think you’ve hidden those actions from GOD – NO WAY!
· Others of you are here addicted to pornography, pain killers, alcohol and you think you have those things hidden from your spouse and God. Your spouse, maybe but hidden from GOD – NO WAY!
· Some of you here are actively in an affair and ready to or already committed adultery. Hidden from the all-knowing God – NO WAY! 

· Some of you here appear happily married but the two of you have been growing apart for years. There is NO oneness and YOUR HOME is nothing more than a nicely furnished morgue! GOD KNOWS
R Hebrews 4:13 (NLT) Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes, and he is the one to whom we are accountable.
· You and I are loved by the ALL KNOWING God.
 Quit hiding and get REAL with God and your spouse 

Because of sin, life becomes a battlefield filled with all kinds of trouble.

Hebrews 12:1 (NLT)………let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us.


Put these WEIGHTS around both of their necks

Weights or sins of regret, guilt, anger, unforgiveness, bitterness, hurts.
· Which ONE (S) of these is around YOUR neck right now?  

Adam and Eve: add the weight of regret
· Was the bite of that apple worth it? Do Adam and Eve wish they could turn the clock back and replay that day?

· We ALL know the answer, we have ALL been there.
Once we have given into temptation, HOW do we get RID of these weights or sins?
Proverbs 4:23 (NLT) Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the course of your life.
Heart = Control center (mind, will, emotions)
· Our heart is our control center where all the decisions of life are made

· Apart from God - our heart – our control center is flawed.  

· If our heart is flawed THEN that means whatever comes out of our hearts is flawed and sinful.
Matt 15:19 (NLT) … from the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, all sexual immorality, theft, lying, and slander.


It is interesting that Jesus tells us that a HARD heart often brings DIVORCE.

So HOW do we keep our hearts “soft” and open to God?

R Heb 3:15 (NLT) ….“Today when you hear his voice, don’t harden your hearts as Israel did when they rebelled.”  

· God is always SPEAKING to us through HIS word.  
· In fact God is speaking to us right now.  

· Hear and obey Him = soft hard

· Ignore and disobey and your heart will get HARDER.
Living in obedience produces a “soft” heart


T Ephesians 4:26-27 In your anger do not sin": Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold. 

WEIGHTS/SINS - ANGER / HURT
· Here are more of God’s directions or commandments - God says don’t go to bed with unsolved hurts and conflicts.  

· Don’t allow the enemy time to build up resentment.
· Going to bed angry is like WET cement because it HARDENS during the night

Ephesians 4:31-32 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 

WEIGHTS/SINS – BITTERNESS / UNFORGIVENESS
· Man’s greatest need is forgiveness
· We will see shortly that real forgiveness always begins with God.
· God requires forgiven people to forgive 
· Unforgiveness will lead to bitterness and it will ravage your spirit, your body, your emotions, your mind and your marriage.

Living in forgiveness produces a “soft” heart

What will Adam and Eve do about their weights?
B Gen 3:9 But the Lord God called to the man, "Where are you?" 

· Notice God takes the initiative and he searches for Adam and Eve, demonstrating the very thing Satan got Eve to doubt—His love.
When we fail, God LOVINGLY seeks us out
Gen 3:10 He answered, "I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid." 

Gen 3:11 And he said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?" 

Gen 3:12 The man said, "The woman you put here with me — she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it." 

Gen 3:13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate." 

Adam and Eve: Add the weight of BLAME to both Adam and Eve

· The blame game in marriage is very common.  Most of us don’t want to take responsibility for OUR part of the problem.

· Adam and eve lost their intimacy and openness with each other because they were blaming each other for the problem they were in.

Heb 12:1 Balmer……Take responsibility for your own weights (sins) – strip them off by asking God to forgive you.  Then work together with your spouse and enjoy your ride on the river of life.
· What did A/E need to hear from God as they sat with the “sin” weights around their necks and no hope?

· In verses 14-20 we see God speak these keys to Adam and Eve

1) We see that sin has inevitable consequences. The woman was told there would be suffering in childbirth and she would be subject to her husband. 

2) The man was sentenced to earn his livelihood from ground that was cursed with thorns and thistles. It would mean toil and sweat for him. 

3) Then at the end of life, everyone would die physically and spiritually.
4) BUT in that passage were the words that Adam and EVE were REALLY looking to hear:

They heard the same words that we need to hear today
Failure is not final

Forgiveness is available

You can have a new start

God can take a mess and make a miracle
Genesis 3:15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel." 

· UNDERSTAND that God went searching for Adam and Eve to FORGIVE THEM AND RESTORE THEM and not to condemn them.

· Their sin would have consequences that we all face to this day.

· But God was going to provide a permanent solution for our biggest problem – SIN and separation from God.

· God in this passage would promise the WHOLE world a solution to our sin – Jesus would come as Savior to the world.

· This is the GOOD NEWS given in the Garden of Eden to two people who had just failed to obey God.

· Jesus would come and defeat Satan’s hold on man by dying on the cross and then being raised from the dead.

3) Marriage - The DECEIVER is active but already defeated
God knows EXACTLY where you are TODAY – and the MESS you are in and the WEIGHTS that need to be removed!

· God is patient, long suffering, slow to anger, God is for us and always looking to forgive us, restore us and give us a NEW START

· Some of you have failed at marriage.  Some of you have failed more than once. But we have a God who knows “WHERE” you are.

· He is a God of forgiveness and of Grace.

· You sit here and regret that you cannot go back and do life over again.

· But no one can UNSCRAMBLE eggs.  Divorce is NOT the unpardonable sin.

· You need to take the weight of regret and guilt off you once and for all. 

· Ask and receive God’s forgiveness and get on with life.

Hurt people often hurt people

Healed people often help heal people
· God is HERE right now with HIS forgiveness and a NEW START for you.

· God wants you to leave without any weights or sins in your life.

Man’s greatest need is FORGIVENESS
· Good people don’t go to Heaven; ONLY forgiven people go to Heaven 
· Jesus said it like this - "The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!"  

· Repent – a change of mind that brings a change in lifestyle
· Believe – that Jesus died for your sins
· Good news = anyone can repent, believe, be forgiven and get a new start

 God wants to take your MESS and turn it into a MIRACLE.
GO TO RAFT – put ANDY AND ANN back in the raft – a new start

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. [image: image1.png]



