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Enjoying marriage on the river of life  3 A t Matt 19
Finish this statement for me: Love and marriage go together like a ___________ (horse and carriage)

· Well that is a VERY old saying but the Bible teaches that indeed Love and Marriage go together. But what is LOVE?  

· Is Love what Tina Turner says - What’s love Got to do with it? What's love but a second hand emotion? Who needs a heart when a heart can be broken?
· Last week we learned God commanded the husband and the wife to LOVE each other.
Go to the RAFT – this raft represents marriage on the river of life – BOTH spouses are to love God and one another as they follow God’s directions and design

T Eph 5:33 However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband. 

Husband: DO submit, LOVE and lead your wife
R Titus 2:4 Then they can train the younger women to love their husbands and children, 

Wife: DO submit, LOVE and respect your husband.
· But what does it actually MEAN to LOVE our spouse?

· In English we only have one word for LOVE but we use it with many different meanings: I love tacos, I love football and I love my wife.

· But the Greeks had several words to describe different kinds of love. 

 
Illus: Triangle of 3 types of love (intimacy)
Agape – God’s love (self-sacrificing love) = commitment
Phileo – Emotional love (human affection) = friendship
Eros – Physical love (sexual love) = passion
· God WANTS to help us love in all 3 areas.

· If one is missing, then our marriages will not function properly.

· If you are dating and one of these is missing…..red flags
Spiritual intimacy – commitment
Love is a VERB – actions, attitudes and words
· Jesus said if you love me then keep my commandments – not just a feeling or empty words but a verb – obey.

· Jesus says Husbands and wives are to love each other – love is a verb that is filled with loving actions, loving attitudes and loving words.

T 1 Corinthians 13:4-8  Love here is Agape – God’s love
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 

5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 

6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 

7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

8 Love never fails….

Love is KIND – lots of kind words
· I need you - how do you see it - let’s work it out - I’ll help you - together, we can make it

Illus: Someone asked Dr. Wayne Oates, a well-known marriage counselor, “What is the number one advice you would give to couples in marriage counseling?"  Without a pause, he replied, "Be kind to one another."  

R Ephesians 4:32 (NLT)… be kind to each other
Illus: Ed was in trouble. He forgot his wedding anniversary. His wife was really angry. She told him, “tomorrow morning, I expect to find a gift in the driveway that goes from 0-200 in less than 6 seconds. It better be there.  

The next morning Ed got up early and left for work.  

When his wife woke up, she looked out the window and sure enough there was a small box gift-wrapped in the middle of the driveway.  

Confused, the wife put on her robe and ran out to the driveway and brought the box back in the house. She opened it with excitement only to find a brand new bathroom scale.  

Funeral services for Ed have been scheduled for Friday  

No LOVE IS KIND and THOUGHTFUL
Illus: Let’s practice today – if you are married; husbands I want you to turn to your wife look her in the eyes and say:  I LOVE YOU!
Love is a DECISION – a commitment
· Love is NOT primarily a feeling an emotion but a commitment.

· People often emotionally fall in love, but they must decide to stay in love and that is based on a commitment.
· Remember that God’s love – agape love NEVER FAILS.

Marriage is a covenant not a contract- Mal 2:14
R Malachi 2:14…. The Lord is acting as the witness between you and the wife of your youth, because you have broken faith with her, though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant. 

· We simply CHOOSE to love with God’s love
· But Pastor Mark that seems impossible – how can we do it?
Erma Bombeck “Marriage has no guarantees. If that's what you're looking for, go live with a car battery.
No Erma is wrong, marriage till death do us part is DOABLE!
Love is DOABLE
Romans 5:5 …God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. 

· Remember ANYTHING God asks us to do, he enables us to do.

· Remember love is a VERB – it is dying to self and giving ourselves to God and our spouse.
· We make our marriage about God and about our spouse and not about us
Marriage is a lifetime commitment to an IMPERFECT person.
· Understand this principle - if divorce is not an option, then we will work hard at building our marriages. 

· Marriage is NOT easy. It is a lifetime of HARD work to be committed in a permanent relationship with God and with our spouse.
R Proverbs 16:3 Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans will succeed. 

T Genesis 2:25 The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.
Sexual intimacy - eros, passion
Go to the RAFT – Andy looks over at Ann and says – I believe God wants us to pull the raft over to the shore and make love.  Ann replies absolutely!

Ann says do you remember the first week of our marriage - we never even left the shore!
Last week we learned to TURN ON THE FAN

This week - GO THE SHORE and TURN ON THE FAN
· Eros is that passionate love that attracts a man and woman together. 

· God designed humans as sexual beings with all the necessary hormones and physical compatibility. 
· In fact our spirituality and sexuality are intimately intertwined.

· God commands couples to make love on a regular ongoing basis (1Cor 7)

Sexual intimacy is a gift from God designed for oneness, pleasure and sexual fulfillment within the marriage.  
Illus:  Quite often Lynda will come into the family room and come over and sit next to me.  She will turn to a scripture and read it to me.  Here is one she read the other night.

Song of Solomon 2:8-10 (NLT)
8 Ah, I hear my lover coming! He is leaping over the mountains, bounding over the hills.
9 My lover is like a swift gazelle or a young stag. Look, there he is behind the wall, looking through the window, peering into the room.
10 My lover said to me, “Rise up, my darling! Come away with me, my fair one!


· Well I know what Lynda is after.  Often without thinking I will respond like this – no, not again tonight!
· Honey I am really tired and all I WANT is for you just to sit here and JUST HOLD ME! 
HOW do we handle the sexual and hormonal differences that man and woman were designed with? 

Husbands and wives make “eros love” by “agape love”
· Let’s learn to meet our mate’s sexual needs by being sensitive and loving.  

· God’s love is NOT selfish.

· God will HONOR you choosing to love your mate.

· When you please your spouse sexually, you destroy your own selfishness. 
God’s love defeats ISELFISH, IBOSS, ICHANGE YOU
Relational intimacy – best FRIENDS
R Eccl 9:9 Enjoy life with your wife, whom you love…….. 

· God EXPECTS both spouses to be the best of friends.  
· Stop and think what it was like when you were dating your spouse.

· You wanted to be with him or her MORE than anyone else.

· You enjoyed doing EVERYTHING together.
· Well we need to have that same love for our spouse now.

· We need to listen more, talk often, add our REAL feelings to the conversation and simply have FUN OFTEN TOGETHER.

Go to the RAFT – key is best friends doing life TOGETHER
Husbands and wives are to be best friends for life
Are YOU enjoyable doing life together, are YOU making memories and are you destroying BOREDOM?
· Take walks together – hold hands  

· Talk in the home – shut off the TV  

· Plan a weekly date night  

· Surprise your spouse and take them to lunch  

· Go to the SHORE and turn on the fan– start the fire AGAIN

T Genesis 3:1-5

PP: big I’s - I SELFISH, I BOSS, and I INDEPENDENT

· It is interesting that God didn’t give any love, lead, submit and respect commands to Adam and Eve in the garden.

· Why no warnings – love is not rude, love is not self-seeking, love is not easily angered, and love keeps no record of wrongs?
Why?  Because Adam and Eve and God were simply FLOATING down the calm stream of life WITH perfection, no storms, no problems, no I SELFISH, no I BOSS, and no I INDEPENDENT.
PP: Picture of couple floating and couple in difficult waters

· So what changed the river of life into a white water difficult ride?

· Where did these BIG I’S come from?

3) Marriage - The DECEIVER is active but already defeated
Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" 

· For the first time we are introduced to Satan.

· Remember Satan was already in the Garden waiting for a time to tempt Adam and Eve.
· Satan used to be a little iAngel serving God but Satan wanted to be a BIG IGOD, IBOSS.
T Isaiah 14:12-15 (NLT) (speaking of Satan – the devil)
12 “How you are fallen from heaven, O shining star, son of the morning! You have been thrown down to the earth, you who destroyed the nations of the world.
13 For you said to yourself, ‘I will ascend to heaven and set my throne above God’s stars. I will preside on the mountain of the gods far away in the north.
14 I will climb to the highest heavens and “I will” be like the Most High.’
15 Instead, you will be brought down to the place of the dead, down to its lowest depths.


· Satan has always had the same two fold goal.
· Break up marriage- God’s foundation for the world

· Break up the intimate relationship God had with Adam and with Eve 
· Satan wanted mankind to SERVE Him NOT God.
Satan is out to destroy YOU and YOUR marriage 
R John 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy…..

How does Satan achieve this goal?
· Satan deceives many people into thinking that he is not real or giving into temptation has no negatives or consequences.

Know that Satan is real, dangerous and YOUR enemy
I want to you to answer these 2 questions 
1. Do you BELIVE that ALL of God’s word is true and gives us the directions and commandments that lead to a successful life and marriage?

2. Will you OBEY God’s commandments NO MATTER WHAT?

If Adam and Eve had answered both of these questions with Yes, the outcome with Satan would have been very different.

Success in life/marriage comes only to those who answer YES to both.
B Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" 

· Satan was stronger and smarter than Eve, except she HAD the Word of God.

· So Satan begins by trying to get Eve to DOUBT the Word of God.

· We don’t need to try and outsmart Satan simply quote the Word of God to him.

· That is exactly what Jesus did in his first temptation with Satan.

John 17:17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.  

Proverbs 30:5 Every word of God is flawless
2 Tim 3:16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
Don’t doubt the Word of God it’s all TRUE – quote it
· That is why we are studying the design and the directions of marriage.

· The world is clueless about God’s word – they simply don’t know it.

R Hosea 4:6 (NKJV) My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge…..
Genesis 3:2 The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 

Genesis 3:3 but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.'" 

Genesis 3:4 "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 

· Satan denies the word – he LIES to Eve.

· That should not surprise us since the Bible tells us that Satan is a liar and cannot speak the truth.
Don’t deny the Word of God – obey it
Genesis 3:5 "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 

· Satan says to Eve, God is lying – simply do your thing, enjoy the fruit of this tree and THEN you can be IBOSS – just like me.
· Eve you can become a god yourself – living totally independent from God.

Don’t be deceived – sin brings disaster 

 “Sin is always a toll road. It may be shorter; it may be quicker, but it costs you to travel on it”.

Go to the RAFT – put Ann out in front of Andy.  
Next week we will see that marriage is NEVER the same. 

We will talk about adultery, affairs, selfishness, unforgiveness, the blame game and trying to hide from God.

But we will see next week that there is HOPE – God knows how to take a MESS and make a MIRACLE.

3) Marriage - The DECEIVER is active but already defeated
Altar
John 3:3 In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again." 

Satan lies to the world and says that you are good enough – you are a good person.

But remember that Satan is a liar and God’s word is true.

· Good people don’t go to Heaven only FORGIVEN people go to Heaven

· You must be born again.

· You need to have your sins forgiven and ask Jesus to become your Savior.

· Then real life begins.

