8

Phil 3:16-19   Role models part 2
PP: Japanese student falls from railing into Niagara Falls in tragic accident
A 19-year-old woman from Japan, who was studying in Toronto, climbed onto a railing overlooking the Canadian side of Niagara Falls and straddled it to get a better view while holding an umbrella in one hand, according to reports. She slipped and fell from the railing into the fast-moving Niagara River and was swept over. Climbing over this wall is prohibited and there danger signs posted all around it.
Some questions to ask:  
Didn’t she realize the danger of getting too close (signs everywhere)?
Did she ignore the warnings of her friends or was she ALONE?

Did a friend dare her to climb over the railing?

T Phil 3:17 Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you. 

“My example” literally means be imitators of me
· In 1 Corinthians Paul told us that the ultimate model is Jesus Christ

· But Paul knew that CF’S needed human role models who could help them become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.

· People need to JOIN and be around other mature believers who know how to do life.
· We used the illustration of BOWLING ALONE.  It never works.

· So Paul and Jesus tell us that a KEY to a successful and fulfilled life is to imitate GOOD role models

· Do not try and do life alone 

· We need people who know us, love us, and can speak into our lives.

· You and I will never reach God’s potential for us by trying to do life alone.

Find good role models and join – imitate them

· At CalvaryCCM.com we have provided for you a unique way to find a home group or a small group that you can join.
· Can you tell me WHO is speaking into your life on a regular basis?

Much Christian GROWTH comes by being together with mature believers.
· As you meet on a regular basis with other believers there will be encouragement, instruction, learning and sharing and even loving correction that we ALL need.

PP: connect
· What if this young Japanese student had been connected to others and listened to THEIR wisdom – she would be alive today.

· But then Paul gives us another warning.
Phil 3:18 For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 

Paul is reminding us that we become like what we read, what we watch, and who we hang with.
· If we are not around GOOD role models then Satan will see to it that we are influenced by a bad role model.

· So Paul says watch OUT because there are bad role models in the church.  
· Last weekend Jesus told us that as we get closer to the end of the world there is going to be MORE and MORE spiritual deception.
· People are going to think this person is a good spiritual role model only to discover that they have been deceived.

Pastor Mark – no way that is going to happen to me
· I am mature enough to see through spiritual deception all by myself!

· Really: notice Paul words - MANY in the church will be deceived by BAD role models. How many is MANY?
· Paul says IN THE CHURCH there are many who lived and taught the exact opposite of how Paul lived and what Paul taught.

· They were either legalists or Judaizers who denied that Jesus’ death on the cross was enough for salvation.  A person would have to add the OT rules and regulations to be right with God.  WRONG
Life is not a playground but a battlefield.
· Satan is actively trying to deceive, discourage, distract and defeat EVERY CHRIST FOLLOWER.

· So like God, Satan has BAD role models to influence people.

· Paul knew the outcome of following a bad role model - 

Phil 3:19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. 

· Their destiny was eternal damnation in the lake of fire forever.

· This is exactly what Satan wanted.  

· Remember Satan is out to steal, kill and destroy.

How could this happen?
T Proverbs 13:20 He who walks with the wise grows wise, but a companion of fools suffers harm.  

NOTICE Walks with – a companion: We don’t do life ALONE 

· In life we will all have MANY casual friends – simply acquaintances.  

· But we also need a FEW close friends who we can MODEL our lives after, people who are MORE mature than we are.    

· We need to take special care when choosing close friends because they will have a GREAT influence on our lives.  

We ARE ALL influenced by other people 

We ALL WANT to be accepted by other people

PEER PRESSURE - especially teens, young people, students

· Today there are lots of new technology that is GOOD in many ways but also dangerous without safeguards.

· I am talking about Facebook, twitter, emails and texting.

· If we are not careful we can be easily influenced by people we don’t even know, their pictures, their stories, their emails and their texts.
1 Cor 15:33 Do not be misled: "Bad company corrupts good character."  

· Choosing unwise friends will cause us harm and trouble.  
· That includes friends on Facebook, twitter, email and texting.
· Parents – you should KNOW your student’s friends – personal and electronic.

a companion of fools suffers harm
Psalms 14:1 The fool says in his heart, "There is no God."…

Fool = doing life WITHOUT God
· In the Bible a fool is not someone who is mentally deficient but a fool is someone who is doing life without God.
· A fool is someone who trusts their own wisdom, strength and sufficiency.

· They foolishly believe that they can do life without God and there will be no consequences.
· In fact sometimes a fool knows the difference between right and wrong but doesn’t care.

PP: new TV show Friends with benefits
The Benefit of Being Shallow - Ben and Sara try to overcome their shallow standards when it comes to dating. 

A Family Affair - Aaron realizes that he unknowingly slept with Hope's mother
· Watching these types of programs and being around people who don’t obey God influences us to COMPROMISE our walk.  How foolish.
Proverbs 28:26 He who trusts in himself is a fool, but he who walks in wisdom is kept safe. 
· If we surround ourselves with people who don’t follow God, we will take on their character traits and not do well in this life and the next.

BUT GOD SAYS HERE IS HOW TO DO LIFE RIGHT
He who walks with the wise grows wise
Wise = doing life WITH GOD; with HIS eternal perspective and values.
· God says to hang with foolish people will bring harm to our lives. 
· But being in a relationship with wise people who live right will bring blessings to our own lives.
A wise person hangs with other wise people
· A wise person BELIEVES and lives out the truths of the Bible

· The Bible commands us to walk – be in relationship with other CF’s 

· The Bible says to have an intimate relationship with God and WITH OTHER CF’S.
· In fact God gave more than 50 one another commands in the Bible….commands that apply to ALL of us

Charles R. Swindoll “Us and We, Not I and Me  

Nobody is a whole chain. Each one is a link. But take away one link and the chain is broken.

Nobody is a whole team. Each one is a player. But take away one player and the game is forfeited.

Nobody is a whole orchestra. Each one is a musician. But take away one musician and the symphony is incomplete.

We need each other. You need someone and someone needs you. Isolated islands, we're not.

To make this thing called life work, we gotta lean and support. And relate and respond. And give and take. And confess and forgive. And reach out and embrace. And release and rely.

Since none of us is a whole, independent, self-sufficient, super capable, all-powerful hotshot, let's quit acting like we are. Life's lonely enough without our playing that silly role.

The game's over. Let's link up”

Where do we find these people that are wise – to link up with?
You know where – in small groups, home groups, one to one discipling, 1-1 to 701 and of course the home which we will talk about next time.
T Psalms 1
· Psalms1 highlights the contrast of two lifestyles
· Those who are wise and those who are foolish

· Those whose friends are CF’S and those whose friends are unbelievers

· It is an explanation of Proverbs 13:20

The contrast is between the influence of the WORD or the WORLD
1 Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. 

3 things a wise CF DOESN’T DO

A wise CF - some things he doesn’t do, some places he doesn’t go, some company he doesn’t keep.
· A wise CF doesn’t listen to what the world is saying or watch what the world is doing or promoting.

· Walk, stand and sit are a picture of a PROGRESSION – a slow compromising erosion of what we know is right.

· Satan is very wise and he is patient moving us away from the will of God.

· Remember the person is often being deceived because there are no WISE GODLY FRIENDS speaking into his/her life.

The wise CF is not influenced by the WORLD 

· Remember Satan’s goal is to squeeze us into the world’s way of thinking and living which ends in disaster.

This downward spiritual spiral is seen in our NATION and our CHURCHES and of course in INDIVIDUALS.
2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. 

Verse 2 shows us attitude, action, and ongoing action (discipline)

Attitude – desire (delight) to study and read the word
Action – involves actual meditation – not just talking about it.

Discipline – keeps on mediating – keeps on being transformed – lifestyle

The wise CF is influenced by the WORD (Bible)
R Col 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 

3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers. 

Verse 3 shows us the benefits to a wise person who is allowing the WORD, the BIBLE to transform their life.
The wise person is stable, productive, endures and prospers
· All of these come from a person who is obeying the word of God

· They are in a personal relationship with God and being mentored by godly role models in some type of small group.

BUT NOTICE THE CONTRAST IN VERSES 4-6
4 Not so the wicked! (Not so for the FOOL) They are like chaff that the wind blows away. 

5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 

6 For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. 

· Notice the empty lifestyle of a person who is walking without a relationship with God.  

· The world has totally influenced their thinking, their living and thus their final outcome.

The fool is unstable, fruitless, without stamina and ends in poverty.
Verse 1 starts with blessed
Verse 6 ends with perish
· That is exactly what Paul warned us about back in Phil 3
· We must be in relationship with God and other mature believers or our final destination will be separation from God forever in Hell.

T Mark 3:14 He appointed twelve — designating them apostles-that they might be with him and that he might send them out to preach 

· Christianity, at its core, is about relationships

· Jesus said to these men, come and follow me

· I want to have a personal relationship with you, I want you to learn to become just like me.

· I will be your role model, let’s do life together.

Zambian proverb:

When you run alone you run fast BUT when you run together you run far 

I want to challenge all CF’S here today – I want you to see the importance of being connected to others in healthy real, honest ongoing relationships.

Jesus’ disciples were NEVER the same after those 3 years of being around one who was wiser.

You cannot do life alone and be successful.

Get on the web site or stop at one of the ministry tables and get into some type of small group – NO excuses at all.
I want to RUN FAR with YOU
1. There are many of you that need to begin a real relationship with God today
2. Some of you need to renew that relationship because you have been in the WORLD more than in the WORD.
· Today I want you to get REAL so you can become WISE

· I want you to end up in Heaven and NOT in Hell

· Understand that Jesus wants to be your Savior, your Lord and YOUR FRIEND.
· It is not about a church or a religion – it is about a personal relationship with Jesus who wants to LIVE inside you and be with you 24/7
· In Matt 7 Jesus said you call me LORD but we never have a real relationship 

1.  Recognize that you are a sinner  

 

2.  Recognize that Jesus Christ died on the cross for you.  

 

3.  Repent of your sins – turn around and follow God  

 

4.  Receive Jesus as your personal Savior- it is a gift  

I want to lead you in a prayer right in your seat where you are.
It will be the easiest thing you have ever done – because it is simply a gift from God through Jesus

But it will cost you everything as you follow Him 

It is what you were created for – to be in relationship with God
God will change your life no matter what is in your past.
Today God I admit I am a sinner

I ask you to forgive me and cleanse me from that empty sinful lifestyle
I invite you to come into my life today

I invite you to be the Lord of my life

Make me be the person you want me to be

Give me the power to change

Thanks for changing my life forever!
