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Enjoying marriage on the river of life  2  t Matt 19
Last weekend we learned that marriage is a lot like white water rafting

Ann and Andy are in the raft as a married couple

But they are not alone – God is with them on the river of life.

PP: BRETT – your new one Marriage triangle as designed by God
Marriage was designed by God to be a three-some; God, one husband and one wife  both in relationship with God 

GET in the raft: Andy AND Ann in the boat with God

· Marriage was designed by God to be monogamous, heterosexual, permanent (super-glued) and filled with intimacy.

· The ultimate goal was oneness, unity – a team.

PP: Marriage triangle with oneness = team (NEW ONE)
Oneness can be defined as being in agreement with God’s will for our lives and in agreement with our spouse.

· We also learned that God purposely designed every husband and wife VERY DIFFERENT.

In His Needs, Her Needs, author Willard Harley suggests that men and women have a different priority system. 

1. Harley says that men tend to desire, in this order, (1) sexual fulfillment, (2) recreational companionship, (3) an attractive spouse, (4) domestic support, and (5) admiration. 

2. He says, however, that women's priorities seem to be for (1) affection, (2) conversation, (3) honesty and openness, (4) financial support, and (5) family commitment.  

· In short, God made men and women to be much the same, yet significantly and wonderfully different
· Sometimes our differences lead to silly arguments like this one.

Play Video 

· The reason God designed a husband and wife very different was to stimulate their spiritual growth.

· You see God’s main goal is NOT to just make us happy but to make us MORE like Him.

Marriage NOT only solves our loneliness but marriage multiplies our effectiveness.
· As a team, we are much more balanced, focused and effective than as an individual.
· Thus as a team we are more effective in advancing the KOG.

So we see that God’s design of marriage is PERFECT.

GET in the raft: What do we need NEXT to enjoy marriage on the river of life?
· God knew that Adam and Eve needed directions on how to do life right.

· So the ALL KNOWING God immediately gave DIRECTIONS, INSTRUCTIONS on HOW to make sure their marriage was successful and enjoyable.

T Genesis 1:26-28

26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." 

27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 

28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." 

2) Marriage – God’s DIRECTIONS are clear
· Notice it is all about God, HIS design and HIS directions.
· God said, God created, God blessed and God commanded them (h + w)
· The directions were for Adam and Eve as a TEAM – here is how to do life TOGETHER as ONE.

GOD’S “one man/one woman” design rules out fornication (sex before marriage), adultery, polygamy and homosexuality.
· Notice God begins by BLESSING them.

· God wants our marriages to be a blessing to us and to Him.

· In essence God says, everything you need I have given you.

· Enjoy life, enjoy each other, enjoy me and have a great life.

1) Be fruitful, multiply and fill the earth with children

· Then God commanded them to be fruitful. “Have some babies. Raise some children. Play with your grandchildren. Start a family.

· God's creation plan is that the whole earth should be populated by those who have a personal relationship with him. 

· Godly parents are to produce godly children

God designed marriage (Home) as the basic building block for all society
 

2) Govern, rule, manage your lives and the earth by my rules and authority

· Then God told Adam and Eve you are to govern and manage (1) your own lives and (1) the earth that I am giving to you.

T Genesis 2:15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 

· We see more DIRECTIONS, MORE INSTRUCTIONS from God.

· God would provide for Adam and Eve but they would have to WORK.
· Work was prescribed by God BEFORE sin entered the world.

Someone has written “It’s all yours. Take care of it. Rule over it. Study it. Learn from it. Develop it. Have a ball. Enjoy yourself. Go exploring. Crack open a coconut. Plant a garden and grow some vegetables. It’s paradise. It’s brand-new. And I made it just for you.”

· WOW what an amazing God who loved His creation including man, woman and marriage.

· God was giving them rules, commandments and direction to help them do life right.  Everything was DO THIS.

Genesis 2:16 And the Lord God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 

Genesis 2:17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die." 

· But God gave another directive, another command – DON’T DO THIS
· God was the creator and man the creative being – God had the right to tell man what he could and could not do.

· God was giving Adam and Eve the GIFT OF FREEDOM TO CHOOSE.

· They could choose to obey God or be their own boss and do life their way.

· Why did God give a NO command?  He did it to protect man from Satan who was already in the garden and from self (the BIG I)
PP: IBoss  IExpect    ISelfish  IChange you
· We will see next week, Adam and Eve choose the IBOSS way of living and disobeyed God’s only NO command.

God gives us NO commands to make life and marriage pleasurable 

1. Most of the world, our friends do marriage WITHOUT a personal God and without SPECIFIC – BIBLICAL INSTRUCTIONS. 

NO GOD in raft = chaos and disaster
NOW get in the raft: Andy AND Ann in the boat with God
2. Many CF’S – Christians do marriage with a PERSONAL God but they routinely DISOBEY or IGNORE HIS BIBLICAL DIRECTIONS.

Disobey God = chaos and disaster

So to bring order and blessing into marriage, God gave more DO THIS - more commands on how to specifically do marriage.

T Ephesians 5:21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

We don’t like the term “SUBMIT” but it is a key term to bring order and blessings to every part of our lives. It is the foundation of all relationships.
DO submit to God and to each other
Submission is “a loving attitude that wants to cooperate – an action and an attitude.”
· It is a military term, which means to place in proper order.
· Husband and wife BOTH say – I place myself under you and you place yourself under me as we place ourselves under GOD.

· Notice that submission is to be mutual.

1. First, both spouses seek God’s will and they submit to it – obey it.

2. Next both spouses submit to each other – they seek the other’s best.
· As both spouses submit to God and each other, then we make God look good because our marriages flourish and grow.

Submission defeats ISelfish and IBoss
· As we seek each other’s best, TOGETHER we living testimonies to the power of God.

· It takes BOTH spouses working in unity to make a successful marriage.

Illus: Put on Lynda’s shoes

It really helps to put oneself in the partner's shoes (an extremely tough thing to do) and to realize and then honor and respect their needs, their contrasting viewpoints, their distinctives.

Illus: Seeking the best for your spouse

A happy couple had always raised cucumbers and made sweet pickles together. The husband just loved to watch things grow. Thus he spent his winters studying the seed catalogues to get the best possible cucumbers. The whole family enjoyed preparing the soil, planting and caring for the plants. He would often go out and just enjoy the way they grew. 
His wife loved to make sweet pickles. She studied the best recipes and the best methods of preparing and preserving them. They were such a happy family, and all their visitors went home with a jar of their famous pickles. The church always had a good supply of their pickles as well. People marveled at this family that had found a project to do together. 
Finally, the man died. The next spring all the children returned home. They said to their mother, “We know how much you love making pickles, so we are going to prepare the garden and plant them for you.” The mother smiled and said, “Thanks a lot children, but you don’t have to do any planting for I really don’t enjoy pickle making. I only did that because your father loved to grow the cucumbers so much.” 
The children were all amazed, but the youngest son was upset, because the father had pulled him aside not too long before and shared with him that he really didn’t like growing cucumbers, but only did it to please the mother!
1 Cor 11:3 But there is one thing I want you to know: The head of every man is Christ, the head of woman is man, and the head of Christ is God.

· God created three (3) relationships of spiritual headship so there would be order in our world.
1. God is the head (or authority) of Christ

2. Christ is the head (or authority) of man

3. Man is the head (or authority) of woman.

This "chain" of authority allows for order in the universe, in the church and in the home.
· The word "head" means authority and divine order.
· There has to be a head or leader in every area of life.

· In Christ, we ALL have dignity, equality and worth.

· God created man and woman with equal worth but different roles.

· Be under authority is not about ability, worth, value, inferiority or superiority.  It is about humility, freedom and Godly order.
Husbands and wives have distinct roles in marriage but equal value  

Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her

Ephesians 5:28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.

God hard wired husbands to be the loving leader of the home

· The husband is to be the provider, the protector and the spiritual leader of the home.

· He is to set the “tone” for the family.

· He is to protect his wife physically, spiritually and emotionally.

· It has nothing to do with POWER but with loving servant leadership.
· He is to encourage, nourish and love his wife.

R Col 3:19 (NLT) Husbands, love your wives and never treat them harshly.


GOAL: The husband is to love his wife so that she can be everything God designed her to be

Husband: DO submit, love and lead your wife
Ephesians 5:22 Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 

Ephesians 5:23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 
Ephesians 5:33 However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband. 

Next Paul gives us a word for wives:
· GOD designed husbands to provide leadership in the home and the wives to SUPPORT and RESPECT their husbands.

· This does not mean that wives are to be doormats, or silent partners.

· They are to use their God given gifts to willingly support their husband and be very active on the marriage team.

· Something in a man needs the respect of his wife. He thrives and grows toward godliness when his need is fulfilled.

GOAL: The wife is called to help her husband be all that God has designed him to be.

Bruce Barton “They are to do everything they can do to encourage and support their husbands’ leadership in the home, but not blindly or unquestioningly. When the husband is in error or even in outright sin, it is the wife’s responsibility to lovingly confront him, pointing him back to the Lordship of Christ as the ULTIMATE authority”.
Wife: DO submit, love and respect your husband.
Willard Harley “Behind every great man is a great woman” to “Behind every great man is an admiring wife.”

Go to the raft: The only way that Andy AND Ann will enjoy their marriage on the river of life is to be a TEAM – submitted to God and to each other.

Submission with the right attitude brings UNITY that energizes both spouses as they enjoy God and each other.

It takes God and both spouses working together to make a successful marriage
KEY: Anything God commands us to DO – HE enables us to DO
Homework:
Wives - tell your husbands what you appreciate about him
Husbands – tell your wives HOW much you love them and then SHOW it practically.

TURN the fan ON   - read the message Bible passage together.
Message Bible Ephesians 5: 21-33
