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Ten years later what have we learned

Video: Hope and light

PRAYER
Today our thoughts go back to the 343 New York City firefighters, the 23 New York City police officers, the 37 Port Authority officers and the 3,000 innocent civilians from 70 different nations who lost their lives on September 11, 2001.

We pray for the families of all those who died on that day.

God bring comfort and hope as only YOU can.

We also stop and remember the many men and women in the armed forces that have given their lives in Iraq, Afghanistan and other places around the world so that we can worship in freedom today.  Thanks for all the police, fireman and first responders in our communities that serve us faithfully everyday as well.

Now God as we open YOUR word bring hope to all of us for TODAY and for the FUTURE

T Matthew 24:1 
Ten years later what have we learned

1) CF’S continue to look at life and the world through the lens of the Bible

Illus: Binoculars
· Most of the world lives by looking at life by speculation.  What do you think is going to happen?  

· But as we all know that is not really effective because all of us have been saying lately – I never thought that would happen – or I cannot believe it; 2 earthquakes on the same day in two different parts of the US and then days later a huge tropical storm on the East Coast.

CF’S don’t live by speculation but by revelation
· The Bible is infallible and inerrant which simply means it is without error.

· The Bible tells us how to do life right

· The Bible gives us comfort and clarity at all times

· The Bible reminds us that God is for us and not against us

· And most importantly – the Bible tells us what is going to happen in the future.

Ten years later what have we learned

2) The world continues to deteriorate financially, physically and spiritually as the Bible predicts

Matt 24:1 Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings. 

Matt 24:2 “Do you see all these things?” he asked. “I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.”

· 2000 years ago Jesus and his disciples have a FULL view of the city and the great Jewish TEMPLE.

· Mark and Luke tell us that the disciples said ”Teacher, behold what wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!”

· The disciples were focused on the now – the transient beauty of the temple but Jesus wanted them to see eternal things – future things.

Jesus was saying that the temple would be destroyed in the future and the disciple’s response was no way…..so they asked some questions
Matt 24:3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”

· First they asked – when will it be destroyed?  (if it was even possible)

· Jesus doesn’t answer them but from history we know that this prophecy was fulfilled in 70 A.D.
· Next they asked about the sign of Christ’s return and about the sign of the end of the world as we know it.
· Here in  Matt 24 Jesus gives the answers to these future events.

T Matt 24:8 All these are the beginning of birth pains. 

Labor pains 

· Jesus used the analogy of labor pains and the signs of his 2nd coming and what the world will look like as it approaches the end.

· One of the keys all you mothers know is this: As you get closer to the delivery of your child; the labor pains increase in intensity and frequency.

Labor pains increase in frequency and intensity
· Jesus is talking about the end of the world as we know it.
· Lots of people are skeptical – the world is going to end – no way.

· But just like the temple was destroyed, ALL the predictions of the Bible will come through.
PP: 2nd coming and end of the world

· Matt 24 gives us signs that point to the beginning of the end of the world.
· See the chart – rapture, 7 years of tribulation, Jesus 2nd coming.

Matt 24:4 Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you. 

Matt 24:5 For many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many.

First Sign – Spiritual deception will increase


· Jesus says that a key sign to the end times will be religious or spiritual deception – false teachers and deceivers.
· We have ALWAYS had spiritual deception since Satan deceived Adam and Eve in the garden.

· But we see more and more SPIRITUAL deception.

· Satan has lied to much of the world that ALL ROADS LEAD TO GOD – WRONG.  There is only one way – Jesus.

· Satan has most of the world believing that GOOD PEOPLE GO TO HEAVEN – WRONG. Only forgiven people go to Heaven.
PP: THE WAY (interesting deceiving title)
Jesus Christ is considered the most important and central figure in all of history for many. Yet in her novel, Kristen Wolf turns the biblical portrayal of the Messiah on its head by portraying Jesus as a woman.

In the September 2011 issue of The Oprah Magazine this book is recommended as a “Title to Pick Up Now”
Key: The only sure way to keep from being deceived is to focus the truths of the Bible.  That is why it is so important for all CF’S to be taught all the word of God – with application.  

R 2 Timothy 4:2-4 (NLT) Preach the word of God. Be prepared, whether the time is favorable or not. Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage your people with good teaching. For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever their itching ears want to hear. They will reject the truth and chase after myths.
Matt 24:6 You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 

Matt 24:7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places.
· Somehow Jesus must have been wrong about this area!

· There is no need to comment on these verses since we have not seen any increase in frequency or intensity in wars, famines, earthquakes, floods, tropical storms, tsunamis or insurrections RECENTLY!

No Jesus was RIGHT – the signs that Jesus gives us here in Matthew look amazingly similar to our daily headlines

Second Sign – Physical disasters will increase (wars, division, famines, and earthquakes)
· Understand that Jesus told us that nothing in this world is certain, secure or stable. 

· And it is going to get WORSE!

Matt 24:8 All these are the beginning of birth pains.
What is the “birth” that Jesus is talking about?
· Jesus is talking about the end of the world as we know it.
· The labor pains refer to the rapture, the tribulation and then we have the BIRTH – which is the 2nd coming of Jesus where He sets up his new kingdom here on earth.

· Eventually this birth leads to the destruction of our world and the creation of a new Heaven and a new Earth.
· But before this birth – the pains are going to be more intense and more frequent.  
· Spiritual and physical disasters are simply going to overlap.

· Our world is going to react like a spinning top that is going to wobble more and more until it simply stops.

Have a nice peaceful weekend – No look what Jesus says in verse 6 

Matt 24:6 You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come.
· CF’S don’t need to be alarmed, fearful, panicked or worried.
· Jesus told us these things were going to happen and we also know the end of all this is Heaven and Eternity FOREVER.
Ten years later what have we learned

3) Only a personal relationship with Jesus offers forgiveness, peace, hope, security and purpose (now and forever).
· Man’s real problem is not political or financial, it is spiritual.

· Man’s real problem is not external it is internal.

· Everybody will live forever after death.  Thus the spiritual person is always our priority
R Matthew 16:26 (NLT) And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? Is anything worth more than your soul?


· The ultimate solution is for everyone to have a personal relationship with Jesus.

· We will give you an opportunity to begin that relationship at the end of the service.

John 16:33 "I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world." 

· Notice Jesus says “in me” – once you have a personal relationship with me, then you can have peace.

· A peace that offers assurance, hope, joy even in the middle of adversity

· The Bible offers REAL life in this life and the life to come.

· We know OUR future is in Heaven with God forever.
Here is the PROBLEM – how can the WHOLE world know the truth of the gospel, especially since spiritual deception is increasing all the time.
Matt 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 

· Notice Jesus also promised that before the end of the world, the gospel will be shared with the whole world. 
· The increasing spiritual and physical disasters will not prevent the spread of the gospel.
Ten years later what have we learned

4) Shine as light and show lost people the way to God 
· If there are two things everyone wants in life – they are peace and hope

· God through Jesus Christ offers both of those and this world cannot give either of them

Matt 5:14-16 (NLT)

14 You are the light of the world—like a city on a mountain, glowing in the night for all to see.

15 Don’t hide your light under a basket! Instead, put it on a stand and let it shine for all.

16 In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.  

· CF’S are to be light to our world because light illuminates – clarifies truth – shows things as they really are. The darker the world the more impact light has.

Today because of our DARK WORLD, God is giving us unlimited opportunities to share the gospel to a world that is looking for hope and peace
· CF’S are to do good works and meet the needs of the world physically, financially and spiritually.

PP: Loads of Love – CCMS ladies are doing laundry every other week for the homeless in that area!  What an awesome way to SHOW our good works and make GOD LOOK GOOD.

· All of our campuses are actively involved in meeting the physical, spiritual and emotional needs in our communities and around the world. 

· Thanks for being the hands, feet, and mouth of Jesus 

· Thanks so much for being compassionate and passionate about sharing the good news to our world.

· We know that LOST people really matter to God and they do matter to us – WAY TO GO.

· Thanks for NOT being ashamed of the gospel – it is powerful and can change the life of anyone.

Ten years later what have we learned

5) God is God and we are not

· Life is not about YOU or me; life is all about GOD.

· Only God knows the future and YOUR future.

· Only God is all knowing

· Only God loves the whole world

· Our only hope is God and the gospel.
PP: Thousands of Muslims bowing to their God without any shame

· The world continues to push God out of our schools, our government and even out of our churches

· Today it is time to invite God back into every area of our lives.

· Today we need to be reminded of the greatness of our God – the ONE TRUE GOD.

1 Chr 29:20 Then David said to the whole assembly, "Praise the Lord your God." So they all praised the Lord, the God of their fathers; they bowed low and fell prostrate before the Lord and the king. 
· Today we are going to WORSHIP our God by bowing down to Him

1. I want everyone (who can) to bow down and I am going to pray a prayer for all of us 
A Prayer of Humble Thanks
· Lord, today we bow before our great God, who offers His peace when the world is filled with panic. 

· You ALONE are our refuge, our very present help in time of trouble.

· Today we pause and think of your power and your sovereignty.  

· As we look back and look around today we are glad for a peace that passes all human understanding.  We have no reason to FEAR at all.

· We bow in honor of the hope we have for the future because all our hope is founded on you our solid foundation.

· We believe your promises about our future that one day we will have new bodies and live with a new earth and a new heaven.

· Until that day help us to keep being salt and light and sharing the good news as we are the hands, feet, and mouth of Jesus.

· Give us your heart for the lost and fill us with the power of the Holy Spirit.

· We pray these things in the strong name of Christ, who is our shield, our refuge and our soon coming King.  AMEN

2. Please stand to your feet 

Altar Call
Some of you at our campuses have never turned your life over to Jesus Christ.  Today would be a great day to have a new beginning in your life.

A personal relationship with Christ is the answer to all of man’s needs it gives them what they are frantically searching for - freedom, forgiveness, security, purpose, hope, love, acceptance and joy.  

1.  Recognize that you are a sinner  

2.  Recognize that Jesus Christ died on the cross for you.  

3.  Repent of your sins – turn around and follow God  

4.  Receive Jesus as your personal Savior- it is a gift  

R John 1:12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-  

PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE CHOSEN TO BECOME CF’S
Turn the service over to each campus for the last song

3. Next each campus is going to be led in a concluding song of praise and worship to our great God.  The song is called WE ALL BOW DOWN
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