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Christ our example  Phil 2:5-8
PP: New tie napkin – How many of you have seen this new style tie/napkin!
Napkin: When you walk into a restaurant and sit down, the waiter or waitress comes over and hands you a cloth napkin. You either put it on your lap or tuck it into your shirt or blouse.  You are saying – SERVE ME
· Often in life that is our main attitude – SERVE ME

· Often in church people come into a service and say – SERVE ME – TAKE CARE OF ALL MY NEEDS.

· We learned last weekend WHY we want have this selfish ATTITUDE that focuses only on me, myself and I.

We were all PREWIRED from birth with selfishness
· The world’s system says – you want to be successful, then push YOUR way to the top. 
· But God through Paul’s writings introduce us to a very DIFFERENT lifestyle.
T Phil 2:3-5

3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 

4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 

5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 

· Paul says to really enjoy life – you have to think and be like Christ and  SERVE OTHERS.

Napkin: Get up from the chair; pull napkin from neck (shirt) and fold it over my arm and say: HOW MAY I SERVE YOU!

A humble, serving lifestyle brings joy and fulfillment
Illus: Pastor Mark, I just wanted to share How even the smallest requests to God are honored, and how being a part of the body pays dividends. Last week I experienced a heart problem and was taken to the hospital. I knew I would be spending at least a day or two there, so I knew the Hospital Ministry Team would stop by my room. I remember asking God to send a certain couple that my wife and I knew when we served on the Hospital Ministry team before we got involved with other ministries. 
Well the next day Ministry Team arrives at my room and guess who it was? 
It was this very couple. Thank You Lord. I told them I had prayed for them to be the ones to visit me and he quickly informed me that they were not scheduled to be on that day but were last minute replacements. God knows how to answer even the smallest requests. 
The next day the Hospitality Team showed up, two lovely ladies, they prayed for me and we talked, I told them my wife and I had served on the team in the past. One of the ladies asked if we served four years ago on the same team. I answered yes we did. She then shared with me that we must have prayed for her husband who had been in the hospital for many days back then. When she mentioned his name I remembered one evening when we came to visit him and how God allowed us to pray with her in the hallway.  After they left my room I thought - how great is our Lord this man’s wife NOW faithfully serves the Lord on Hospital Ministry Team. 
What a blessing to have her pray over me and witness her serving. God blessed me both days I was in the hospital with these visitors from the Hospital Ministry Team. Our getting involved with that ministry years ago continues to bring blessings to us. I truly understand why you constantly urge us all to get involved. I feel sorry for those who don't. They have no clue of the blessings they are missing by not serving
Phil 2:5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 

Jesus is our example of a serving lifestyle
· Paul then tells us HOW to have this serving lifestyle – it all starts with HOW we think – our mind and our attitude.

Proverbs 4:23 CEV Carefully guard your thoughts because they are the source of true life

Proverbs 23:7 As a person THINKS in their heart….so they are!

Thinking like Christ means being like Christ
· If you want a joyful fulfilling lifestyle it is related to HOW you think and what type of attitude you have.

· Be continually thinking the way Jesus was thinking and then you will act like Jesus acted and JOY will be yours.
How did Jesus think – what was His attitude?
· Paul in the next 6 verses introduces us to WHO Jesus is and WHAT Jesus did for mankind.
· We could spend weeks on these verses but today we will just give you an overview about the truth of WHO Jesus is and WHAT Jesus did for us.

WHO is Jesus and WHAT did Jesus do for us?
· Most of religions in the world do not believe that Jesus is God. 
· Religions like the Jehovah Witnesses, the Mormons and the Muslims are totally wrong in their belief about who Jesus really is. 

· None of them believe that Jesus is God as the Bible CLEARLY teaches over and over.
Phil 2:6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 

Paul begins by stressing the eternal preexistence of Jesus as God. 
· Before Jesus came to the earth he existed as God in heaven. 

· We are reminded that Jesus did not begin His existence in the manger at Bethlehem, but is eternal God
T John 1:1-3 (NLT)
1 In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2 He existed in the beginning with God.
3 God created everything through him, and nothing was created except through him.


Jesus is God – part of the trinity

Jesus is equal with God

Jesus always existed
R John 17:5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began. 

B Phil 2:6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 

· This verse tells us that Jesus willingly gave up his rights as GOD to come to the earth AS A HUMAN and serve mankind.
· Jesus was NOT thinking of himself but of OTHERS!

· This UNSELFISH attitude moved Jesus from Heaven where he was served by the angels to becoming a servant on earth to mankind.

Phil 2:7 but made himself nothing,….. 

Made himself nothing – literally says – Jesus emptied Himself.
There are many books written on this subject – the doctrine of kenosis.
What did he empty himself of – his divinity - NOOOOO
· Since Jesus is GOD – part of the trinity – Jesus is all knowing, all powerful and everywhere at the same time.

· But when Jesus came to the earth as fully God and fully man, he limited his rights and privileges.

· In submission to the Father's will, Jesus limited his power and knowledge.
· Jesus of Nazareth was subject to place, time, and many other human limitations like sickness, being tired, suffering and even death.
· Jesus lived life by submitting and obeying His father and He lived in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Jesus came to earth as a human – fully man and yet fully GOD!
Why did Jesus do this?
Phil 2:7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 

Phil 2:8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death — even death on a cross! 

Jesus came to earth to model a servant lifestyle for us

· Notice Jesus didn’t just think about coming to earth; he didn’t just think about serving, He came to earth and He served others.
· He gave up his rights and willingly came to earth to serve us.

Mark 10:45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." 

· Often we have GOOD intentions; we THINK about serving others but we never really follow though. Good intentions mean nothing.

· Maybe you have thought about serving in a certain ministry but you have never followed through.

Napkin: CF - Get up out of the chair and serve others
Servant attitude = Servant action
· CF give up your rights and serve God and others
Why did Jesus do this?
Jesus came to earth to provide sinful man the ONLY way back to Holy God.

· But Jesus did more than simply serve mankind while on the earth.

· Jesus who had no sin humbly went to the cross and became sin for us so that we can be saved from eternal damnation.

· He willingly submitted and obeyed the Father and died a cruel death on the cross.

Hebrews 2:17 (NLT)Therefore, it was necessary for him to be made in every respect like us, his brothers and sisters, so that he could be our merciful and faithful High Priest before God. Then he could offer a sacrifice that would take away the sins of the people.


· Paul wanted us to see HOW much Jesus loved us. He stepped down from Heaven to become our only hope of salvation and heaven.
T John 13:1-5
1 It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.  

2 The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. 

3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 

4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 

5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 

Napkin: We can picture Jesus and all the disciples sitting in their chairs in the upper room.  
· No household servant was there to do the customary washing of the dusty feet before a meal.  
· What would Jesus do?  Jesus would be the model again for serving.  Since no one made a move, Jesus made a move.
· What was HE thinking?  We see that his thinking resulting in action.

· Jesus got up from the table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel around his waist, and poured water into a basin. 
Then he began to wash the disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel he had around him. 

APP: Take napkin off the collar, off the arm and around the waste – then whipping their dirty feet.

God who made their feet; God who made the water – serving the very disciples he had made and chosen.
· We know Jesus taught many more lessons to Peter who initially refused to have his feet washed and to the other disciples.
· Look at verse 12

John 13:12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. 
John 13:13-14 "You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am.  Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. 

Napkin: Jesus was handing over the napkin to each disciple.  You give up your rights and quit being selfish – serve God and one another.  Make it a lifestyle that imitates what I have showed you.
App: Show the napkin and HAND IT TO THE CONGREGATION.

CCM and all campuses – thanks for thinking like Jesus, thanks for serving God and others like Jesus.

Peter probably said – why are you giving the towel to us NOW – where are you going?  
Jesus replied, I am going to serve YOU by LAYING MY BODY down for you – 

I am going to submit to God’s plan for my life - I am going to the cross

What was Jesus thinking that would lead to this serving by going to the cross?
Hebrews 12:2 (NKJV) looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.


· Jesus knew that by dying on the cross, he was fulfilling the work that God sent him to do.

· Jesus knew he had lived his life in the perfect will of God.

· Jesus had JOY looking to the future; when billions of people would choose to accept his death, burial and resurrection as their way back to God.

· When Jesus went to the cross, he was THINKING OF YOU.

Jesus died on the cross because YOU were worth it.
· Jesus joyfully gave up his rights and came to earth as a man

· Jesus joyfully endured the cross so that we could have our sins forgiven. 
· Jesus joyfully endured the cross so that we could be with HIM in Heaven forever.  

YOU are worth everything to God.
John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
Communion

