“Financial Cents” Proverbs 3:9-10

By Pastor Dave Folkerts, CCM August 6-7, 2011

CCM I-phone app video
· Android app is coming
Photo #1
Turn to Proverbs chapter 3.

· Different kind of message today. Less on theology and more on God’s wisdom for living. Some might not like this. I will be getting close to home.

· 2,350 verses on money and possessions verses 500 on prayer.

· 70% of Americans are living pay check to pay check. More money is not always the answer though.

· Money issues are one of the leading causes of divorce

· This is a message to help you. Help you live in freedom.

· We can’t live like our government, borrowing more and more without raising income and cutting expenses. The Lord should be our source, not the government. He does it with giving us creativity, abilities to work hard and wisdom. The economy is a reflection of all of us.

The Fear of God is the beginning of Wisdom – Proverbs 9:10

Turn to: Proverbs 3: 9-10 Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; 10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.
6 “Financial Cents” principles from Proverbs – God’s Wisdom for our lives

1. Honor God through our giving
· Many promises made in scripture related to our giving. God will bless us as we put Him first. Make sure you do it for the right reason though. Don’t give to get.

· If we have $100 how much belongs to God? All of it. We are just the managers.
3 Types of Giving in Scripture:
· Tithing – First 10% (We bring, not really giving because it belongs to Him) – Matt 23:23, Luke 11:42, Mal 3:8-12

· Offerings – As God directs – Luke 21:1-4

· Alms – To the poor – MT 25:34-45

· How we operate at CCM - We don’t manipulate. Pastors don’t know who give
· 90% with God’s help is more than 100% without His help.

· Why is this true? – God wants our heart not our money.

· Two extremes in Christian teachings – Poverty and Prosperity

· If we are not reconciled, don’t leave an offering. God doesn’t want our money until we have tried to made things right.  MT 5:23-24
Turn to Proverbs 11: 24-29 One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. 25 A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed. 26 People curse the man who hoards grain, but blessing crowns him who is willing to sell. 27 He who seeks good finds goodwill, but evil comes to him who searches for it. 28 Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf. 29 He who brings trouble on his family will inherit only wind, and the fool will be servant to the wise.
Proverbs 14: 20-21,31 The poor are shunned even by their neighbors, but the rich have many friends. 21 He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy. 31 He who oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind to the needy honors God.
· Giving transfers our heart from the things of this world to God in heaven. Giving shows us and God what we will do if we get more. 
· Be generous and give to the poor in need. Be careful not to support someone’s sinful lifestyle. Sometimes those most in need and the least likely to ask for help. There are some who have the “gift of receiving” living off others’ generosity.

· Most of the world see evangelical Christians as full of hate and mean spirited

(Barb and I before we were married - opposites

2. Diligently work hard and save for the future
· Diligence =Excellence over time with discipline (Dave Ramsey)
Turn to Proverbs 6: 6-11 Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise! 7 It has no commander, no overseer or ruler, 8 yet it stores its provisions in summer and gathers its food at harvest. 9 How long will you lie there, you sluggard?  When will you get up from your sleep? 10 A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest— 11 and poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity like an armed man.
· We see the importance of working hard and saving.
· Don’t set your standard of living based on the “good years”. Live within means, save and have a “standard of giving”.

· My guide: Give God first 10%, save next 10% and live/give off the remaining

· PRAY for the Unemployed

Proverbs 14:23 All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty.
· Don’t use prayer as an excuse not to work
Proverbs 12: 24, 27 Diligent hands will rule, but laziness ends in slave labor. 27 The lazy man does not roast his game, but the diligent man prizes his possessions.
Proverbs 21:20 In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has.
· Teach your kids how to work hard. Don’t buy them everything or they will not be motivated to work hard.

· How we raised our kids

· You can’t out-earn stupidity. We need to live and teach God’s wisdom.

· Don’t have a mentality of letting others provide for you. EXCEPTION: Retired (you saved) Disabled etc. Even then do what you can do for the Lord.

· Need balance: Don’t be a workaholic. We need to rest and not be so driven.
3. Avoid unnecessary debt

Proverbs 22:7 The rich rule over the poor and the borrower is servant to the lender.
· 2 kinds of people. Those who pay interest and those who are paid interest. What type do you want to be?

· Debt is not a sin. Some debt we may all have like:

· Primary home within means (<28% gross income) – Maximum 33%

· Transportation for employment

· Business, facility loans, school loans

· Bad debt

· Consumer debt (stores, credit cards) – Carigslist, Garage Sales etc.

· Autos/Homes you can’t afford

· Co-signing loans (Surety or security) 

· Our early start in marriage
Your still in: Proverbs 6:1-5 My son, if you have put up security for your neighbor, if you have struck hands in pledge for another, 2 if you have been trapped by what you said, ensnared by the words of your mouth, 3 then do this, my son, to free yourself, since you have fallen into your neighbor’s hands: Go and humble yourself; press your plea with your neighbor! 4 Allow no sleep to your eyes, no slumber to your eyelids. 5 Free yourself, like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter, like a bird from the snare of the fowler.

Proverbs 11:15 He who puts up security for another will surely suffer, but whoever refuses to strike hands in pledge is safe.
In Debt? – Develop a “Freedom Plan” to Get Out of It

· Pray and seek God’s help

· Not rocket science: either raise income or lower expenses or both

· Save an emergency account of $1,000 – sell stuff to get started

· Don’t add to the debt

· List all your debts and start a plan to pay them off. Pay the minimums except put all the extra to pay off the smallest one first. When paid off, apply that payment to the next smallest one and keep going till all paid.
4. Guard our hearts from greed
· Greed can look like:

· Get rich quick schemes

· Pursuing high risk deals

· Gambling

· Dishonesty

· Chasing after wealth

· Got to act now. Quick decisions

· All we have is God’s. Greed is selfishness justified in our own mind.
Turn to: Proverbs 28:19-22 He who works his land will have abundant food, but the one who chases fantasies will have his fill of poverty. 20 A faithful man will be richly blessed, but one eager to get rich will not go unpunished. 21 To show partiality is not good— yet a man will do wrong for a piece of bread. 22 A stingy man is eager to get rich and is unaware that poverty awaits him.
Proverbs 13:11 Dishonest money dwindles away, but he who gathers money little by little makes it grow.
· Save little by little

Proverbs 23:4 Do not wear yourself out to get rich; have the wisdom to show restraint.
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5. Walk in integrity, budget and always seek wise counsel
Proverbs 21: 5-6 The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to poverty. A fortune made by a lying tongue is a fleeting vapor and a deadly snare.
· Budget (plans) verses compulsive spending in verse 5. Get rich quick is not biblical. Save little by little.
Proverb 28: 6 Better a poor man whose walk is blameless than a rich man whose ways are perverse.
· Our good name and reputation is worth more than our bank balance. Anybody want to trade places with Bernie Madoff now?

Proverbs 12:15 The way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise man listens to advice.
· Don’t be wise in your own eyes. People who constantly fail may be unteachable. Sometimes people get advise but do the opposite.

Proverbs 15: 22 Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed.
· Real value in seeking input from people wiser and more knowledgeable. Unless you think you already know what they will say and you want to do your own thing.
· BUDGET – If we fail to plan we plan to fail. Budget even if you have plenty.

· Financial ministry seminars and small groups
6. Live in godliness and contentment

Turn to Proverbs 30:8-9 Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. 9 Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, ‘Who is the LORD?’ Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the name of my God.
· Importance of Mission Trips. See how most the world lives. ANNA - Peru

· True wealth is not how much we have but how little we need
· Godliness with contentment is great gain - 1 Timothy 6:6
· The Betty Ford Clinic is full of rich people who were trying to fill their emptiness with substances. What happens when you have everything in this world but still feel the emptiness? Celebrities?

Proverbs 17:1 Better a dry crust with peace and quiet than a house full of feasting, with strife.
Jesus taught a lot on money. 12 out of 38 parables
Matthew 6:19-21,24 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 24 “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.
· Many of you are serving money over God. Money is just a tool.
· We can’t take it with us but we can send it on ahead

· “What could we do for the Kingdom of God if we are debt-free?”

Our heart will follow our money.
Christianity: No economic or social barriers.

1. Everyone is welcome

2. Everyone gets in the same way

3. Everyone can do it
· No question that money competes for our worship and gets in the way of our relationship with God. It is the #1 distraction we all face. Either because we don’t have enough or we have too much.
· This is not a message to get you to give more. It is about you managing God’s money like never before to free you up to accomplish His purposes. Let’s break the chains that some of you have had for your whole life.

· Encourage those doing well. This is an incredible church.

Mark 8: 36 What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?
Galatians 5: 1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
Worst than dying is wasting your life. Start really living today. You start by entering a relation with God through the forgiveness that Jesus paid for.
· Jesus didn’t save us just to live a Christian life. He saved us so we could live His life through us.
Prayer Summary: Give, Diligently work hard, Avoid unnecessary debt, Keep greed out, Walk in integrity/budget/wise counsel, Live in godliness/contentment.
