When the heat Gets turned up

Daniel 3

Introduction: (Extreme Heat)

The “heat index” is determined by taking the air temperature and the relative humidity to calculate how hot “it feels.” 
1 Peter 1:6-7

6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that your faith — of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire — may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. NIV

I want to challenge us today about “When the Heat Gets Turned Up” in lives as we face in these last days all the obstacles and pressures that are going to come our way as CF’s.

Daniel 3

3 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, ninety feet high and nine feet wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 
a) King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold
Back in Daniel 2 we discover that King Neb was a “dreamer”

(1) It says that he had “dreams” (plural)

(2) And Nebuchadnezzar decided that He was going to make his dream come true.
b) Why would King Neb build this idol? What was his goal in doing so?
1. before the heat gets turned up – Know what is at stake
Make no mistake about it – King Neb had a purpose and a goal in mind.
(1) His goal was to take the vast region that was called “His Kingdom” and to UNIFY the people into worshipping ONE GOD

(2) His PRIDE lead him into the same STUPIDITY that Satan tried in heaven – and that Satan used in the garden with Adam and Eve.

c) From the beginning of time – what has always been at stake – is WHO you and I are going worship

(1) From the very beginning of any kind of time, God designed worship to be about Him.

d) But others have also desired to be worshipped
(1) In heaven, 

(2) In the garden, 

(3) All throughout the Old Testament 

(4) And TODAY – the battle is still the same.

In these last days, before the heat gets turned up, just know that WHAT IS AT STAKE – is whether we are going to call and worship those idols as LORD or are we going to stay true to and worship the God that created you to worship him – or will we let the world dictate to us what we are to worship.

e) Now the region that this story is taking place in – scripture tells us is a “plain”

2 He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials to come to the dedication of the image he had set up. 3 So the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials assembled for the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood before it. 

2. before the heat gets turned up – know that what satan promises you – is never the real deal

So King Neb sends for all of his political and governmental leaders – all the BIG WIGS

And they 'dedicated' the idol (v.3). 
It was to become the focus of the religion of the state: 
4 Then the herald loudly proclaimed, "This is what you are commanded to do, O peoples, nations and men of every language: 5 As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace." 

The band was assembled and on stage – and now comes the demand from the King – when the music begins to play – you have a choice – you can either choose to show everyone around you that submit to and recognize me as your KING – or you can you can die a fiery death.

Now no one sends out an invitation and talks about “fiery furnances”. 

f) They simply thought that they were coming to have the red carpet rolled out and stand around drinking some champagne until the King showed off his latest work of art.
(1) That is really where some of your are today –But what he hasn’t told you – is that there are consequences to bowing to him.
g) But King Neb had a mission in mind. 

3. before the heat gets turned up – know where to draw the line in the sand

h) Long before the heat gets turned up -- we can learn to draw a line and call that line CONVICTION and determine in our minds and our hearts that we'll never cross that line.

i) In these last days – your CONVICTIONS and FAITH is going to be tested

1 Peter 4:12-13

12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. NIV

j) Our decisions, our attitudes and our behaviors are determined by one of two things: external pressure, or internal principles

King Neb knew all along that he was going to turn this day into a day of death for anyone that would not confess him as THEIR KING.

Satan is the Father of Lies – he cannot tell the truth.

(1) The Anti-Christ will also be a deceiver and a liar who will demand the allegiance of all to follow him or sufferer the consequences.

(2) Revelation 13 tells us that he will demand that the world bow before him and worship him. 
(3) And to all who worships him – he will offer prosperity as a way of life – to be able to buy and sell and have all that you need.

k) But what he doesn’t tell them is that to all who receive the mark of the beast – their fate is sealed – and it is a fiery reward.

l) God guarantees life eternal for all who worship him – Satan promises fortune, fame, and pleasure for those who worship him 
7 Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp and all kinds of music, all the peoples, nations and men of every language fell down and worshiped the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

8 At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced the Jews. 
4. before the heat gets turned up – know that the world is watching you

Now who were these astrologers that came forward?
They were King Nebs men who in chapter 2 couldn’t interpret his dream of this statue.

m) And along comes Daniel (the leader of the three men were about to meet) and God gives him the interpretation of the dream.

(1) They had been laying in wait now for however long it had been since chapter 2 – just waiting for Daniel and his boys to “mess up”, “blow their testimony”.

n) Some of you – there are family members just waiting, co-workers just waiting, ex-spouses waiting and watching and just hoping that they will get the chance to bring you down

(1) Make sure that if they are going to accuse you – that it is for something that brings GLORY to your GOD and NOT DISGRACE.

1 Peter 3:17

 17 It is better, if it is God's will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. NIV

o) The godless love nothing more than a chance to take a shot at those who name the name of Christ – know that their watching!

9 They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, "O king, live forever! 10 You have issued a decree, O king, that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music must fall down and worship the image of gold, 11 and that whoever does not fall down and worship will be thrown into a blazing furnace. 12 But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon - Shadrach, Meshach  and Abednego — who pay no attention to you, O king. They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up." 
5. Before the heat gets turned up – know that the god you serve is watching you

Now get the picture – everyone (100’s of 1000’s) are standing and the command is given that when the band begins to play they either BOW or they are GOING TO BURN
Have you ever gone to do something – and you heard your mother’s voice in your head?

(1) "You must not have any other god but me. 4 "You must not make for yourself an idol of any kind or an image of anything in the heavens or on the earth or in the sea. 5 You must not bow down to them or worship them, for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God who will not tolerate your affection for any other gods. (Ex. 20:3-5 NLT)

Those words must have played inside of ME-shach and his buddies minds.

p) They understood what was at stake – and they understood that THEIR GOD had told them what to do and that HE WAS WATCHING AND CHEERING THEM ON.

q) They knew what God required of them and as everyone bowed to the ground like corn blown in the wind, these three young men remained standing tall.
r) God does the same thing for us today.

13 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought before the king, 14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, "Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? 15 Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?" 

6. before the heat gets turned up – know that your commitment to god will be tested

Pastor Mark say’s all the time – “Faith that can’t be tested, can’t be trusted”
Now it is one thing to stand against a temptation the first time that it comes – but often Satan keeps coming back and tries to wear us down.

Now that would be very difficult – to stand up for GOD when everyone else in the crowd is doing something not pleasing to God.
BUT NOW, where do we find them? They are standing BEFORE KING NEB!

There are very few temptations that only present themselves one time and then they’re gone

s) Instead, we need to be on guard that we are committed to say NO EVERY TIME AND IN EVERY SITUATION to the things that God deems as SIN in our lives.

Compromise STARTS IN THE HEART

t) Before you ACT OUTWARDLY – YOU ACT INWARDLY

There were many EXCUSES of COMPROMISE that they could have come up with – but INSTEAD they just FIXED IN THEIR HEARTS to obey God
16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 

Where did they learn to have this kind of confidence in THEIR GOD?

I believe that they had heard Daniel tell them many times about how God had rescued him from the Lion’s Den when HE COMMITED to stay true to God.

7. when the heat gets turned up – know that god will use your testimony to encourage others

As our faith is tested (and it will be) and our God is faithful (and HE ALWAYS IS) it provides an example for those around us to build their faith and trust God more the next time that they are being tested 

Isaiah 43:2-3

2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. 3 For I am the Lord, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; NIV

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual 20 and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 21 So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. 22 The king's command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace. 

u) Can you imagine what ME-shach and his buddies thought as they were being carried to the fire pit?
Do you think it ever crossed their minds to say, “OKAY, I GIVE UP – WE’LL BOW DOWN?”

8. when the heat gets turned up – know that god’s timing and plan for your life is perfect

God had a MIRACLE in store for these guys – but the miracle was going to take place IN THE FIRE

Some of you today, you are tempted to call it quits – BUT GOD WANTS YOU TO HANG IN THERE because it’s never the right time to throw in YOUR SPIRITUAL TOWEL.
God’s timing and His Plans for you are perfect – YOU CAN TRUST HIM – YOU CAN HANG IN A LITTLE LONGER
24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, "Weren't there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?" They replied, "Certainly, O king." 25 He said, "Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods." 26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, "Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 
When King Neb looked through the porthole in that furnace, he couldn’t believe his eyes.

9. when the heat gets turned up – know that being with jesus in the fire is better than drinking ice tea with the king

You can believe what you want – But I believe that Jesus was ALREADY THERE IN THE FIRE waiting for HIS BOYS to show up!

And notice that: 

FREEDOM came in the fire 
PROTECTION came in the fire 
27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them.
28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, "Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king's command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God. 29 Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way." 

30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of Babylon.    NIV
Don’t miss the start of that second sentence there in verse 27, “THEY SAW”
It gives us our last thing to write down

10. when the heat gets turned up – know that it is your chance to make your god look good!

100’s of 1000’s that day got to witness with their own eyes the power of the GOD that ME-shach, Shadrach and Abednego worshipped.

God used THEM to show HIMSELF to the lost world around them

BUT SADLY, verse 29 tells us that King Neb never believed IN HIS OWN HEART

He says “the God of Shadrach, ME-shach and Abednego” and not MY GOD
Closing:
