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Phil 3:15-16 JSCs
PP: Be prepared for Hurricane Irene

Hurricane experts are warning New Yorkers that millions of people could be trapped for days without power, transportation, phones -- and experience.

Will most people in the path of this hurricane take precautions NOW and get ready for the storm?

As we know lots of people will do nothing to prepare because they don’t think it will hit their area.

Well today Paul talks about two FUTURE appointments that everyone has and the importance of being ready for these two appointments.

Paul assures us these TWO appointments will happen – 100% guaranteed.

Phil 3:13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 

Phil 3:14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

Illus: Show the ball
· Paul says one thing I learned to do – I am focusing on just one thing!

· I am putting God in the center of my life and pursuing God’s call.

· I am running life’s race and preparing for my goal – Heaven and my prize of hearing God say well done Paul – you have SERVED WELL.
One = invest my life SERVING God by serving OTHERS
· When a person becomes a CF, God deposits some things into their spiritual bank account.

· Every CF is both a servant and a steward – we are responsible for investing our lives wisely.

CF’S spiritual bank account = our time, talents and possessions 

· God has promised to help us become GREAT investors so we can help expand His Kingdom.

· Last weekend we learned ONE huge way to invest wisely is to share the gospel with people.

Phil 3:15 All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. 

Phil 3:16 Only let us live up to what we have already attained. 

· Paul says if you are a MATURE believer, you will INVEST your life serving God and serving others.

· Paul says take these spiritual investment principles in the CENTER of your thinking and your actions – keep PREPARED FOR THE FUTURE.
· Paul is being proactive – he is an encourager – I know many of you are responding to this teaching by contributing of your time, talents, possessions and you are doing it with excitement and passion.

Thanks - I have great testimonies from you guys as you watched God open a door to share about Jesus.  Awesome -way to go.  Keep investing your lives and keep sharing because lost people matter to God.

But Paul is ALSO realistic – look what he also says
Phil 3:15 ……….. And if on some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you.
Illus: Show the ball
· Paul knew some the people in the church were IMMATURE.  

· Their world revolved around THEM – they were serving their needs first.

· They were NOT PREPARING for these TWO future appointments.

· They didn’t understand THEIR need to invest THEIR resources for others.
· Paul is kind and yet challenges them; God will clear up your spiritual vision to the truth that I have taught. 
BUT HOW will God make these TRUTHS clear to them???
R Ephesians 1:16-17 (NLT)……. I pray for you constantly, asking God…. to give you spiritual wisdom and insight so that you might grow in your knowledge of God.


The Bible gives us insight into truth – how to live now and forever
John 16:13 (NLT) When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth…..
· Paul knew that as CF’S read, study the Bible, that the HS would open their eyes to spiritual truth.

· You and I simply need to approach the word with a submissive and expectant attitude and ask God to open our eyes and HE will. 
· Paul was zealous to teach this principle of “ONE THING” – getting all the CF’S to invest their spiritual lives WISELY.

· Paul knew that God gave us the Bible to learn how to live life RIGHT here but also to prepare for the TWO future appointments.

Present-day actions have eternal consequences
APP: Turn to your neighbor and say I have two appointments in my future.

Illus: Recently I got my driver’s license renewal in the mail.  It told me all the things that I had to get ready before I went to the renewal office.   Knowing the long lines, I wanted to make sure I had everything…passport, SS card, voter registration, car insurance and of course my check book.  I knew I had an appointment and wanted everything to be in order.

· That was the reason Paul taught about finishing his race well, keeping focused on serving God and others.  

· That is why Paul was so zealous to get EVERY CF into action NOW. He wanted them ready for BOTH appointments.

· In fact Paul wrote about these two appointments.

T Hebrews 9:27 Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment,

Our first appointment will be with death
· Every person is going to die.  The latest statistics are true – 100 out of 100 people will die.

Satan lies about this truth
lie # 1 death ends it all, 
lie # 2 after you die you can be reincarnated  
3rd lie – after death there is an intermediate place where someone can pray you into Heaven.  
· All of these are LIES.

Our second appointment will be to face God’s judgment
· After death the real you and me lives on forever.

· After death there is a final judgment coming for EVERY person.

· Jesus will be our judge and because he is all knowing, he will judge us perfectly.

T 2 Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, (JSC) that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 

· Who is Paul talking about when he uses the word “WE”?
· Paul is talking about CF’S, Christians, people who have personally accepted Jesus as their Savior while on earth.

Eph 2:8-9 (NLT) God saved you by his special favor (grace) when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God.
Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it.


· Only CF’S (not unbelievers) will be at this judgment. It has nothing to do with our salvation since salvation is only by God’s grace.

· No person can get to heaven by being GOOD ENOUGH.  Only forgiven people go to Heaven. 

· So Pastor Mark what is the judgment about?

ONE PODIUM = JSC
Judgment Seat of Christ (JSC)

All believers (CF’S)

Degrees of rewards

Final outcome = Heaven
2 Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, (JSC) that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 

· Understand that God has a blueprint for every life. He gave us a spiritual bank account and empowers us to serve Him and others.
· We will be rewarded on the use of our time, talents and possessions.

· So at the JSC we are going to be judged for the THINGS DONE here on earth. 
· God will be judging and evaluating – ALL things done while in the body. 
· How much time to do we spend in our bodies here on earth? 
· You are right 24/7 – how many times have I said, the life of a CF is NOT an event but a lifestyle 24/7. 
· Don’t be fooled into separating “Christian” behavior or life from “secular” behavior or life. There is no such thing. 
· Thus we will be judged not just in our weekend church attendance but in ALL of our daily lives - at home, work, and play. 
Romans 14:12 So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God. 

· EVERY ONE of us will be giving an account of ourselves to God 
· There will be NO excuses, nothing hidden from God. 

· We are not going to answer for someone else

· God is not going to compare us with someone else.
Whether good and bad – there will be degrees of rewards 

· God will judge not only our quantity of works but our quality (our motivation – which HE knows) 
Final rewards will be based on (1) outward service and (2) inward motives 
1. Our testimony for Christ (Phil. 2:16).

2. Our suffering for Christ (1 Pet. 4:13).

3. Our faithfulness to Christ (Lk. 12:42-43; Rev. 2:10).

4. Our service for Christ (1 Cor. 3:8; Heb. 6:10).

5. Our generosity for Christ (2 Cor. 9:6; 1 Tim. 6:17-19).

6. Our use of time for Christ (Eph. 5:15-16; Col. 4:5).

7. Our exercise of spiritual gifts (Mt. 25:14-28; 1 Pet. 4:10).

8. Our self-discipline for Christ (1 Cor. 9:24-25).

9. Our leading of souls to Christ (1 Th. 2:19).  

Suddenly it’s your turn and Jesus calls you up to the platform. 
When you get to the platform you look around at the throngs of people - all believers. You turn and look into the eyes of JESUS. You have no fear because you know He loves you and yet there is some apprehension when Jesus plays back your life history since you became a believer.
We will be judged by the GAP between God’s potential for us and our actual performance

· How we live today DOES affect our tomorrow. 
· The decisions we make today DO turn around and make us tomorrow. 
· Be aware we are accountable to God – a performance review is coming

Illus: Show the ball
· Paul’s goal was to make sure the believers knew how to reduce the gap between God’s potential for them and their actual performance.

· Am I CONTRIBUTING by using my gift? 
· Am I CONTRIBUTING with the right motive (love) or because I have to? 
· Am I CONTRIBUTING with the zeal, joy and passion? 
· Am I making the most of every opportunity (time) to serve God? 
So Paul Mark HOW do we close the gap in our lives?
2 Cor 5:7 We live by faith, not by sight. 

1. Close the gap – live by faith (actually invest our lives)
· The Bible tells us that God is pleased when we have faith.

· Faith = complete confidence that God will do what He said (promised) 

· We need to have active faith – believe God has gifted us and go and use our time and possessions for Him.

· Put God in the center of our lives and commit to following Him.

· Believe that God will make you and me a WISE INVESTOR – close the gap.

2 Cor 5:9 So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. 
2. Close the gap – AIM to please God in everything we do

· We please God when we trust him with our WHOLE lives.

· We please God when we ask Him to give us wisdom in EVERYTHING we do and say.

· We please God when we become like Jesus.

2 Cor 5:11 Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade men…..

3. Close the gap – Be bold and share the good news 
· Knowing we are accountable for our lives to God should give us motivation for obeying Him.  (awe and respect)
Bottom line – where will a person spend eternity???.
· That truth gave Paul boldness to share the gospel.

· Paul was NEVER ashamed of the gospel and telling people that they could have a personal relationship with God.

Paul KNEW there was another appointment for every person who DIDN’T become a follower of Jesus.
T Revelation 20:11-12 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 

ONE PODIUM = GWT
Great White Throne Judgment (GWT)

All unbelievers 

Degrees of punishment

Final outcome = Hell
Pastor Mark – HOW does a person get here?  
· If you stand at this Great White Throne Judgment, you stand there because you have deliberately and willfully rejected God's plan of salvation through His Son, Jesus Christ. 

· You have willfully and knowingly turned your back on God's way. 

· In one sense it is very easy to end up standing at the Great White Throne Judgment. All you have to do is NOTHING. 

There are two future appointments for everyone.

Be prepared – be ready for BOTH NOW

Rev 20:15 If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 

· Everyone at this judgment is there because they never got their name in the Book of life.

· How does a person get their name in that Book of Life?

Repent of your sins

Believe that Jesus died for your sins and rose again

Ask Him to come and live in you

Put him first and begin following Him
Today is the day to get YOUR name in the book of Life.

Be prepared for life’s two final appointments - TODAY

Worship at the end – we will remember
I still remember the day You saved me

The day I heard You call out my name

You said You loved me and would never leave me And I’ve never been the same
