
“Living from Bad to Worse”   Study of Genesis 39 
By Pastor Dave at CCM August 21-22, 2010

Opening – personal story
Turn to Genesis 39:1 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there. 

· Share the background of how Joseph had his brothers turn against him

· He is around 17 years old, dreams from God about his future
· Old Testament contains New Testament principles in stories, history

· We see here how God guided Joseph even being sold on the auction block as a slave in Egypt.
5 Keys for “Living from Bad to Worst”:

1) Trust that the Lord is in control and leading you even if you can’t see it.

1 Peter 4:12-13 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when His glory is revealed.
2 types of trials:(1) Consequences to our actions (2) Trials God allows to purify us
Trials will: 
Reveal our weakness to us to help us grow

Cause us to depend on God instead of our self
They can make us better or bitter
2 The LORD was with Joseph and he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master. 3 When his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD gave him success in everything he did, 4 Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned. 
· The Lord is with him. What does it look like when people see that the Lord is with you? 
· Our bumper sticker, tattoos, t-shirts, hats
· They must know it is Jesus in us and not just religion, good morals

· Our attitude by our words (positive, others-focused)

· Our character (honest, faithful)
· Our work ethic (hard working, don’t cut corners, work smart)

· Fruit of the Spirit – love, joy, peace, goodness, kindness, faithfulness,  gentleness, patience, self control

2) Have Christ-centered goals in life

How do you measure success in life? What is your goal in life?

· “The World” – Happiness, Financial Gain, Position, 

· “Christ-followers” – Conformed into the likeness of Christ (Rom. 8:29) Giving God Glory
How do you measure success? Two measurements: Bible or Calculator
· I wouldn’t change lives with any of the richest or most famous people in our world today who aren’t Christ-followers. Would you?
· What is better a garbage collector on-fire for Jesus or the CEO without God? 

· Does your parenting reflect your values in life? Is serving Christ, Bible study, regular corporate worship, missions more important to you and your kids than sports teams, dance teams, etc.?
True success in life is not determined by our circumstances
· Today there is a false gospel being preached in many churches and in on TV/Radio. It says, “Come to Jesus and have a wonderful life”. 

· Destructive because your life might get worst. People fall away if they are not prepared for problems happening. Sower and the seed example.
· We follow Christ no matter what happens here because this is not our home. 

5 From the time he put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the LORD blessed the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the LORD was on everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field. 6a So he left in Joseph’s care everything he had; with Joseph in charge, he did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate. 
School/Work Principles: 
· God is our real leader but He wants us to obey our earthly leaders
· Our attitudes, words and actions should glorify God

· Our work is to be done with excellence

· We should work hard, be honest and faithful

· Leaders, put others first. Lead by example
· Others should be blessed by God in us
· Our work ethic should make God look good and make the gospel attractive.

· Lazy and dishonest Christians are a bad advertisement for a great God.
· I looked for farm kids and athletes when hiring people in Iowa
Titus 2:9-10 Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in everything, to try to please them, not to talk back to them, and not to steal from them, but to show that they can be fully trusted, so that in every way they will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive.
3) Let every aspect of our life make God look good
· Let’s not be hypocrites. We must be real in all areas

· Our teachers, bosses and neighbors should see the difference Jesus makes in our life by the way we study, work and live.

6 b Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, 7 and after a while his master’s wife took notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!” 

· Mr. GQ. Handsome and well built. Great physical appearance.

· The parts of our body that can get us into trouble first: Our eyes and our ears
· Wrong ways to attract a spouse:

· Looking sexy – you will draw the wrong type of person
· Smooth talk – look at character not charm
8 But he refused. “With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does not concern himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. 9 No one is greater in this house than I am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?” 

4) Fear the Lord and run from evil

Proverbs 8:13 To fear the LORD is to hate evil; I hate pride and arrogance, evil behavior and perverse speech.
· Joseph is here from 17-28, hormones active, away from home, likely no human accountability. But He is aware God is with him at all times
· Joseph saw this as sin, wickedness. Many in our society don’t see anything wrong here. Our media has a way of making this look good. We must have Biblical Truth.
· Joseph had a proper view of God. If he was mad at God for his present situation he would not fear him by obeying Him.

· He would have had worldly excuses. Dysfunctional family, brothers abused him, was rejected, mother died at early age, no parents now, slave
Don’t let past hurts be excuses to sin or not change.
· Let Christ heal your heart and set you free.

· Here is a picture of the fear of God. He didn’t say sin against Potiphar or against his wife. He was aware of God always with him. Respected Him so much to obey Him.
· We don’t see God speaking to Joseph, no Bible, only what was passed down. Parents you have an incredible role. Never underestimate your role in raising your child in the ways of the Lord.

10 And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her.
· She was trying to wear him down, day by day, trying to wear him down. Looking for the right opportunity.
· She was not ugly or it wouldn’t be a trial. Powerful men marry beautiful women. First use of cosmetics were Egyptian women. The big eye make-up, hairdos.
· Homework ( Study the difference between women of Proverbs 7 and 31.

· Joseph did use wisdom, he didn’t trust himself that is why he wouldn’t be with her
In temptation:  Desire + Opportunity = Conception of sin
James 1:13-15 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He tempt anyone; but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.
· Experiencing the temptation is not sinning. Jesus was tempted

· You don’t just “fall” into sin.

Steps to stay free:

1. Don’t be confident in your flesh – know your weaknesses
2. Build moral fences and be accountable to God and others
3. Stay full of and led by the Holy Spirit

4. Flee when tempted, stand on God’s Word
5. Say “no” to the temptation - Submit yourself to God
6. Repent quickly if you sin

11 One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the household servants was inside. 12 She caught him by his cloak and said, “Come to bed with me!” But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house. 

· Don’t get caught vulnerable situations. Traps will be set for us.
· Joseph is set-up. He left in his underwear! 

13 When she saw that he had left his cloak in her hand and had run out of the house,14 she called her household servants. “Look,” she said to them, “this Hebrew has been brought to us to make sport of us! He came in here to sleep with me, but I screamed. 15 When he heard me scream for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house.” 16 She kept his cloak beside her until his master came home. 17 Then she told him this story: “That Hebrew slave you brought us came to me to make sport of me. 18 But as soon as I screamed for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house.” 

19 When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, “This is how your slave treated me,” he burned with anger. 20 Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were confined. But while Joseph was there in the prison, 21 the LORD was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. 

· Over and over, The Lord was with him. The solution to fear and discouragement. The Lord is with you. Don’t loose sight of this.
Joshua 1:9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”
· Since Joseph wasn’t executed means that Potiphar likely didn’t believe his wife’s story.
· We see that the Lord was still with him. God was guiding Joseph even though Joseph didn’t realize it. We know the rest of the story. 2nd in charge of all Egypt.
· Joseph can no longer blame his brothers for this situation. He has to deal with God now. He is suffering for doing the right thing.
· This is not fair, but according to whom? Are we the judge of what is right and wrong? We have limited sight and vision.

5) Don’t be fearful, discouraged or bitter, God is with and guiding you.
· Every time something bad happens, Satan is right there to interrupt it.
22 So the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there. 23 The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the LORD was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did.
· Today we are all prisoners. We are a prisoner of Christ or Satan.

· Joseph is a type of Jesus Christ. We don’t see any sin in his life

· His brothers turned against him

· Falsely accused but didn’t defend himself

· For us to live like this we need Jesus in us and living through us. 

· What is your goal in life? What is your measure of success?

Some of you think God has forgotten you. Things not going the way you want or pray

Some of you are bitter because of your circumstances

Some of you are still using the past as excuses for your sinful lifestyle
Some of you are not making God look good based on your life

Some of you are not saying no to the sins when tempted, in fact you like them

Romans 13:14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.
Revelation 12: 11 (NKJV) And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death.
Close in prayer. Campuses take over after “amen”
Altar call led by campus pastor
