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Phil 3:12-14 one thing
PP: Deep fried butter - ONE of these might kill you
Two ounces of butter, containing over 400 calories, are put on a stick and then dipped into a thick cinnamon and honey batter

Fatty snack: The stick is fried for three minutes in a deep fat fryer before being drizzled with a sugary glaze to finish

We have been learning about ONE

T Phi 3:13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 

Illus: Show the ball
· Paul knew how to focus on his calling from God.

· Here in 13 – Paul says one thing I do – I am focusing on just one thing!

· There is one thing that I am pursuing and it has to do with my goal and my prize connected with God’s call on my life.

One - fulfill God’s calling on my life
Then we learned that a key component of every CF’S call is the call to serve God and we do that by serving others.

One = invest my life SERVING God by serving OTHERS
Exactly what do we all have in our lives to invest?
PP: one of our 5 c’s - contribute our time, passion, talents and possessions 

· God has given every person – this same spiritual bank account. 
· Then we learned that in spite of all the things in our lives that can cause confusion and lack of focus, like Jesus we can accomplish everything that God calls us to do.
John 5:19 (NLT) So Jesus explained, “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself. He does only what he sees the Father doing. Whatever the Father does, the Son also does.


As CF’S we are reminded all through the NT of our primary mission
T Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost." 
· We see Jesus give us ONE mission in this ONE verse 
The best way to serve others is to share the good news with them
· Jesus modeled this focused life everyday – listening and responding to what His father wanted him to do.

· Remember the keys in life – God, people and the use of our time
T John 4: 3 When the Lord learned of this, he left Judea and went back once more to Galilee. 

4 Now he had to go through Samaria. 
Obey God’s ONE way (God’s voice)   - Show the ball
· To get from Judea to Galilee most Jews would take the indirect route around Samaria.  The Jews and the Samarians didn’t get along and it was simply easier NOT to take the direct route and thus avoid any contact.

· Obvious Jesus HEARD from His father that TODAY this was the ONLY route to take.

· With all the voices in Jesus’ ears (disciples and religious Jews – you are going THROUGH Samaria, are you kidding?); Jesus obeyed ONE voice the voice of God.

5 So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 
6 Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. 

7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?"  
8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 

· As Jesus was traveling through Samaria he stopped at a well to rest and to get a drink.
· How many people were at that well?  One woman!
· Would God send Jesus through Samaria for one woman and a Samaritan woman at that?   SAY YES!

· Jesus knew that God was not wasting his time going through Samaria!

ONE lost person matters to God  Show the ball
· It is easy to forget that ONE matters since there are more than 6 ½ billion people in the world.  

· But in the parable found in Luke 15, Jesus the shepherd goes after ONE lost sheep and verse 7 tells us:
One sinner coming to repentance brings great joy – just ONE
9 The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 

· By asking this woman to give him a drink of water – Jesus was building a bridge to take the conversation from the secular to the spiritual.

· He was using the well and water to show that she was she was thirsty and EMPTY in her life.
10 Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water." 

11 "Sir," the woman said, "you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 
12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?" 

13 Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 
14 but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." 

· Jesus was saying if you continue to try and satisfy your real thirst with this physical water or anything that life has to offer you will remain thirsty.

· But I am offering you a drink that will satisfy every “thirst” you have
ONE drink of living water = satisfying eternal life Show the ball
15 The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water." 

· The woman didn’t get it spiritually even though spiritually she was THIRSTY.
· This is very true today in our world – Satan has blinded the unbeliever to spiritual things there real need.

Illus: While on vacation, Lynda and I were flying on one of our many flights.

Delta offered me an upgrade to business class on this short fight. Being the loving and kind husband I am, I allow Lynda to sit in business class and enjoy the benefits and I stayed in my narrow seat in economy with no goodies.  (I had ONE motive – points for me later, you know what I mean)

Well I was on the aisle seat, someone else next to the window and the middle seat was open until a lady came and sat down.  The row was an exit row and she didn’t want to sit there so the flight attendant as the people behind if anyone wanted to change seats.

A young 20 year old girl took the seat next to me – divine appointment!
I KNEW that God had opened up this ONE seat for this ONE young lady so I prayed for an opening to share the good news with her.

I showed her the new CCM app on my iPad and talked to her about how God changed my profession from a hospital pharmacist to a pastor.  Time went by and nothing much was happening.

Then she turned to me and asked – WHY did you leave pharmacy and become a pastor?  So I told her my story how God had called me to share the gospel because there were so many people searching for meaning and purpose in their lives.
I asked her what she believed and if she went to church.  She said she had gone to a religious school as a younger girl but had not been in any church for years.  She didn’t really believe there was one God but did believe in some power. 
I said to her, that God loved her because she was sitting next to me and nothing happens by accident.  She said, I believe that nothing happens by accident either.  We shared back and forth and I said, I would be happy to correspond with you in your search for meaning in your life.

She said thank you but I am ok – she was not ready yet.

We were at the end of the flight and I gave her my card and told her to get on line sometime and watch how exciting and fulfilling a church service can be.  We both exchanged some kind words and we left the plane.

Was this a waste of my time – God’s time?
No God had orchestrated this divine appoint and I simply sow some spiritual thoughts into her life. Remember God’s word never returns void

She was searching but Satan had her blinded to the truth just like the woman at the well.

Back to John 4
· Jesus didn’t get frustrated but allowed the spirit to direct his next question to her real need.

16 He told her, "Go, call your husband and come back." 

17 "I have no husband," she replied.

Jesus said to her, "You are right when you say you have no husband. 
18 The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true." 

19 "Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. 
20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem." 

21 Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 
22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 
23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 
24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." 

25 The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us." 

26 Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he." 

· The woman tried to change the subject and move away from the ONE hurting area in her life.

· She wants to talk about religion, theology or anything else than facing her sin and the one thing that she lacked.

· But Jesus brought the conversation right back to ONE key – she was thirsty for purpose but didn’t know HOW to quench that thirst. 

· Jesus says you need to know the TRUTH and the truth is YOU NEED GOD in your life.

Only ONE way to satisfy spiritual thirst – a personal relationship with Jesus.  Show the ball
· Why was this woman STILL empty after 5 husbands and still empty though she was living with a man outside of marriage? 

· Answer: Because she had never come into a personal relationship with God. 

· Marriage (a spouse) cannot meet your deepest needs. Only God can.

· The world’s water – drinking at the well of possessions, power, position, and pleasure CANNOT satisfy.

· Every basic need we have - acceptance, identity, security and purpose are all fulfilled in a relationship with God.

John 14:6 Jesus answered, "I am the way (THE ONLY WAY) and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

· Notice that Jesus didn’t avoid her sin but He also didn’t condemn her.

· Jesus was offering her a taste of GRACE – she didn’t deserve to be forgiven but that is what GRACE is all about.

· He offered her THE ONLY solution to her sin problem.

· He wasn’t going to focus on who she was now but what she could become.

R John 3:17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
27 Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, "What do you want?" or "Why are you talking with her?" 

28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 
29 "Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?" 

30 They came out of the town and made their way toward him. 

· This is a picture of a changed life – the Holy Spirit convicted her and she believed in Jesus.

· She LEFT her water jar – symbolizing her old empty lifestyle and immediately went into the town to share the good news.

· She had found what she knew others were looking for as well and the good news was too good to keep to herself.
31 Meanwhile his disciples urged him, "Rabbi, eat something." 

32 But he said to them, "I have food to eat that you know nothing about." 

33 Then his disciples said to each other, "Could someone have brought him food?" 

34 "My food," said Jesus, "is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 
· Jesus was teaching his disciples about the priority of life.

· Jesus IS teaching you and me today this same focus.

· It is not about food or clothes it is all about GOD, PEOPLE, and the use of our time.

· Doing the will of God brings amazing satisfaction and purpose in our lives.

1. Remember we were designed to SERVE GOD.

2. Serving God is best done by serving others.

3. Serving others is best done by sharing the good news.

Only ONE way to find purpose – do the will of God and share the good news Show the ball
R Psalm 40:8 (NLT) I take joy in doing your will, my God, for your instructions are written on my heart.”


· Here is a mature attitude – doing the will of God is not hard or a burden.

· Doing the will of God is a HUGE blessing FOR US as well as the person we are serving.

· There is nothing more valuable than the soul of a human being

35 Do you not say, 'Four months more and then the harvest'? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 
· It is NOT enough to “see” the need. 
· We need to go out and WORK in the harvest
Greg Laurie makes a great statement - Jesus did not say that the whole world should go to church, but that the church should go to the whole world
ONE look at our world reminds us to open our mouths
· Jesus reminds us that we are to open our mouths when God opens a door and share the good news.

· One day Jesus shared a sobering truth:  R John 8:24 I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am [the one I claim to be], you will indeed die in your sins."  
· God loved EVERY lost sinner more than we do.

· God will give us – all of us opportunities to share the good news.

· God WILL BLESS your effort as you open your mouth.
36 Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. 
37 Thus the saying 'One sows and another reaps' is true. 
38 I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor." 

We are part of ONE team – be yourself and do your part Show the ball
· Jesus reminded the disciples and us that there is an urgency of time.
· People need to hear the good news – much of the world become Christ Followers ONE at a time.

· Each CF is to do their part, share, invite, pray and God will bring the increase.

· Remember that we cannot do everything that we want or that others want us to do.

· But we can do EVERYTHING that God wants us to do.

39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, "He told me everything I ever did." 
ONE changed life impacts many  Show the ball
· Every CF has history with God  

· Every CF has their own personal testimony of ALL that God has done and continues to do in their life.  

· There is nothing more personal and powerful than HOW God brought you to salvation and all the things God is doing NOW in your life

· Make God known by your personal testimony.
1 John 5:12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.  
Have you satisfied your spiritual thirst?

Are you trying to drink at the well of power, possession, position and pleasure – you will never be satisfied.

There is only ONE way to be freed of your thirst and that is to start a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

