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Phil 3:12-14 ONE 
What do you think about when you hear the word INVESTING?
PP: stock market slide

PM:  I came to church to get away from all that stuff – the deficit, the plummeting stock market, the increasing unemployment and all the ugly politics.

In fact during the last week, my 401 K has become my 201 K

So why would you start the teaching by asking what I think of INVESTING?

Answer: because we find ourselves in Phil 3 where Paul teaches about how to invest our lives for the KG.

Before we can talk about HOW to invest our lives spiritually, earlier Paul taught this principle.

1 Cor 6:19-20 (NLT) Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God? You do not belong to yourself, for God bought you with a high price. So you must honor God with your body.
· When we became CF’S, God came in to live in our “house”. 

· We are not our own so no longer can we live independent from God doing our own thing.
· From that day, God wants us to operate HIS house as a servant and a steward. We are to humbly manage HIS house so as to advance the Kingdom of God. 
CF’S are to invest themselves expanding the KOG
T Phi 3:12-15
12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 

13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 

14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

15 All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you.
16 Only let us live up to what we have already attained. 

· Paul mentions some key words in these verses - press, one, goal, prize, the call of God and mature.

· Paul was writing to the people at Philippi and sharing with them some characteristics that should be seen in the lives of mature CF’S.

· These words reflect some of the marks of maturity. 

· Paul loved to challenge believers to evaluate themselves in the light of God’s purposes.

The key word for today’s teaching is ONE – say it with me ONE
Illus: Show the ball

· Paul says in v 13 – one thing I do – I am focusing on just one thing!
· There is one thing that I am pursuing and it has to do with my goal and my prize connected with God’s call on my life.

One - fulfill God’s calling on my life
Remember that God’s purposes (goals) come from God’s call  

The Bible tells us there are 3 basic calls from God 

1. God call to salvation – God wants everyone to be saved
2. God call to sanctification – spiritual maturity = be like Jesus, think like Jesus, minister like Jesus  

3. God’s call to service  
Eph 2:10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

We were designed to serve God and others
We serve God by serving others.
· God has a plan and a purpose for every CF that is integrated into the larger scope of all that He is doing in the world.  

· God loves the whole world – lost people matter to God and God wants everyone to spend eternity with Him.  

· God has chosen to carry out His work in the world through CF’S.  

· He has determined the tasks He wants each of us to do; our job is to serve Him by accomplishing what He’s planned for us.  

One = invest my life by SERVING God (others)
Exactly what do we all have in our lives to invest?
PP: one of our 5 c’s - contribute our time, passion, talents and possessions 
· Our lives are represented by what God has given us to invest.

· God has given every person – this same spiritual bank account.  
Spiritual bank account to invest = time, talents, possessions and passion
BUT HOW can we be great investors with so many everyday responsibilities 

PP: man trying to juggle many balls – this looks more like our lives
· There are so many “balls” in the air can we really focus and be great investors?
· Let me give you 3 ways to keep focus – one thing to do

1. Realize we are responsible to God for the investing of our lives
· Every CF is responsible for SERVING God with their time, talents, possessions and passion.
· Paul says I am running MY RACE – one thing I DO.
· You and I are responsible – accountable to God for our spiritual bank account and HOW well we do investing our lives by serving God and others.

Revelation 22:12 "Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done.
· Paul like a good pastor wanted the people to know that God was going to hold each of them responsible for what they did with their time, talents, possessions and passion in expanding the KOG.

· All the pastors and elders here want YOU to know this same fact.

· EVERY ONE of us (yes you) will be giving an account of ourselves to God 
· There will be NO excuses, nothing hidden from God. 

How we live today affects our tomorrow
Illus: United States of Narcissism

Imagine a person who does what he wants, regardless of how it affects other people. He refuses to take responsibility for his own mistakes, and he believes he’s unbeatable at anything he undertakes, despite mounting evidence to the contrary. Sounds like a textbook narcissist, right? Well, these days, it also sounds a lot like the United States.

Narcissism is on the rise in the U.S. It’s likely to get worse before it gets better, and the economic consequences will likely be severe. Americans today are happy to spend rather than sacrifice, leaving future generations with the bill instead of accepting higher taxes themselves
As narcissism gathers momentum, American lawmakers seem to be making matters worse. “Politicians tend to encourage these shortsighted, selfish trends by promising people they can enjoy a better life without having to make sacrifices for it,”
Our human nature says SERVE ME but Jesus taught exactly the opposite.
T Matthew 20:25-28

25 Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 

26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 

27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 

28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." 

Jesus is always our role model 

· Jesus corrects his disciple’s wrong attitude. Quit thinking about yourselves and quit focusing on having others serve you.

· Jesus says you serve others, and you invest your time, talents, possessions and passion in advancing others.

· Remember spiritual maturity is becoming more and more like Jesus.

· Jesus came to earth and INVESTED himself so that we could be restored in a personal relationship with God.

T Mark 4:18-19
18 Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; 

19 but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful. 

2. Learn to reduce the “clutter” in our lives
· Being focused on serving others angers Satan.  Remember that Satan fell from Heaven because he wanted others to worship him.
· The WORLD wants to squeeze us into its way of thinking and living.

· Focusing our TIME only the cares and worries of THIS world adds MANY balls to our ONE ball

· Focusing our time on the deceitfulness of money and wealth adds another ball to our ONE ball. Remember we came into this world with nothing and we will leave the same way.

· Focusing our time on acquiring stuff instead of serving others will add many other balls to our ONE ball.

Bottom line – our investing for God produces NOTHING that has any value in expanding the kingdom of God

3. Invest our lives by serving with an eternal perspective
· Back in Philippians 3 Paul used the word Heaven in this challenge to invest our lives.
· Paul who had been to Heaven understood that life here on earth was temporary – we were created to live forever in Heaven.

Mark 4:20 Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop — thirty, sixty or even a hundred times what was sown." 

· Being in the BIBLE allows us to get that eternal perspective that will help us to invest our lives wisely.

C.S. Lewis: “Aim at heaven and you will get earth thrown in. Aim at earth and you get neither.”
· Remember when investing by serving we need to focus on God, people and our time

1 Peter 4:10 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 

· Notice what this verse says – every person has time, talents, possessions and passion to serve God and others

· But we cannot do everything.

· We cannot do everything we want to do

· We cannot do everything others want us to do

BUT we can do EVERYTHING God calls us to do

4. Believe that we can do EVERYTHING that God calls us to do
R 2 Peter 1:3 (NLT) By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life…………

T John 5:19 Jesus gave them this answer: "I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 

· We know that Jesus was led by the HS when He walked this earth.

· In fact here in this verse we see that Jesus invested his life by doing ONLY what God wanted Him to do.

· Jesus served by depending on the power of the Holy Spirit and being led by the HS.

John 10:32 (NLT) Jesus said, “At my Father’s direction I have done many good works……..
· Jesus had many people trying to get him to do 1001 things everyday – most of them GOOD things but Jesus learned to invest his life doing ONLY THE THING – THE ONE THING that God wanted him to do.

There are only two options to live and invest our lives as God has commanded
In MY strength, wisdom and power

or

In the Holy Spirit’s strength, wisdom and power 

· The SAME Holy Spirit that lived in Jesus lives in every CF today.

· I can have the same direction and help with my priorities everyday – just like Jesus. We can INVEST our lives wisely just like Jesus.
Let’s look at each of our investment records.
PP: sheep sitting in church chair and not investing their life – doing nothing
This is exactly where we find many CF’S – not involved in any area serving God…..simply focused on their own lives and wanting others to serve them.

Let’s go back to the area of responsibility and accountability.

HOW would God rate your investing skills today?
1. How are you doing with the managing of your time?

2. Where are you serving?

3. Are you storing up your possessions here on earth or being generous in giving them to God? 
4. Are you serving with passion and zeal? Remember that serving is not just an action but also an attitude
Do you have a zeal and passion for the things of God?

4 PP’S   - all the sheep serving others and investing wisely

Thanks to all of you who are great investors – serving God by using your time, talents, possessions and being passionate about it……
PP: Homework for next week’s teaching
John chapter 4  (look for all the one’s)

Hint (verses 4, 7, 13, 26, 34, 37)
End – sing song   STRONGER    - Jesus you are Lord of all – focus on all our campuses that God is Lord of our time, our talents and our possessions……sing this worship song with PASSION.

