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Phil 3:12-14 How to listen to God 3
PP: Picture of sheep in a field all alone….with wolf, bear, and lion 

What is wrong with this picture? 

Show the sheep
· We have learned that all of us are sheep.

· Sheep are not too smart and cannot survive by themselves.

· We learned that the Bible tells us that every sheep needs a shepherd to do life. (Ps 23 – the Lord is MY Shepherd)
Show the staff (when you see the staff = God our shepherd)
Turn to neighbor – God is MY shepherd

PP: Shepherd with staff/rod and sheep (this is the ONLY way to do life)
T John 10:27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 

HOW DOES GOD SPEAK
· This key verse reminds us that God is a personal speaking God who wants an intimate 24/7 relationship with every person.

· God wants to communicate with us and he does that in a variety of ways.

· We have learned 6 of those many ways.

1. God speaks primarily through the written Word – the Bible
2. God speaks through the Holy Spirit – inner promptings

3. God speaks through other people 

4. God speaks through circumstances

5. God speaks through visions and dreams

6. God speaks through an inner peace

· God speaks to us NOT only for our direction, wisdom, peace, strength, hope, forgiveness, comfort and encouragement but God speaks to us so we can get to KNOW GOD.
Listening to God helps us to KNOW God (His character)     (STAFF)
· We discovered that the NUMBER ONE way to listen to God is through His written word.
· The WORD introduces us to the character and person of God. 

· The WORD communicates His purposes and shows us how to live. 

· Knowing God’s Word shows us HIS heart, HIS mind and HIS Will for us
· As we study God’s Word we discover that God knows everything, God is love, God is gracious, God is everywhere at the same time and there is NOTHING impossible with God.

(STAFF)  NOW that is the Shepherd I want to follow!
· The more we know God and His character the easier it is to trust Him.

· The more we trust God the easier it is to follow Him.

Listening to God enables CF’S to follow God

As we learn to listen and follow that becomes a NORMAL lifestyle for every CF. If we are going to be useful to God we have to be able to hear him speaking all through the day.  Go here, stop and talk to this person or call Jim or Sarah they need to be encouraged today.

Let me share with you a couple of neat testimonies 
Testimony # 1 Pastor Mark – I was shopping a sale at Target children’s section for our 2 girls. I bought clothes 24 months and 4t. That morning my husband and I were praying after reading Psalms for God to speak to us during the day. 
Coming home I drove by a hard working lawn crew. The HS gently spoke to me "Go and give your clothes you just bought for your girls to that man on the lawn mower". My immediate reaction was but I just got a great deal ...no way!"

As I pulled into the driveway, the HS spoke again "You have been boasting in me about how God is working in your life; however you are not willing to follow through with a task I give you". I immediately pulled back out of my driveway and began to pray, Lord, if this is your will, please have the man near the street so I can get his attention.

As I turned the corner, he was at the street. I honked my horn and jumped out of the car. I ran over to him and asked him if he had any children and he said "yes" and I then asked "do you have any girls?" 
He responded yes a two year old. MY HEART sank; I had just bought a lot of two year old girl clothes. I didn’t know this man or his children but God did and wanted me to bless them.  God not only spoke to me but gave me the strength to OBEY

Testimony # 2: Youth trip to Peru
HOW BEST TO HEAR GOD SPEAK
1) Take time to be with God alone and quiet  
Come apart or come apart series - cd/dvd
· Remember no one hears God perfectly but the fact is the more time we spend being quiet the more we will recognize God speaking.
· As we mature it is easier to distinguish God’s voice from all the other voices that are shouting into our lives. 

R Psalms 46:10 "Be still, and know that I am God…..
Someone said “I’ve never learned anything while I was speaking”

2) Ask God to speak and expect God to speak 
James 1:5 (NLT) If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to you…...


· Remember the Word says that God does still speak today
· Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God

· James 1 says if we need wisdom we are to ask God for it and God WILL give us WISDOM.  

· Expect God to speak into the needs of your life.

Matthew 11:15 He who has ears, let him hear. 

Homework – study 1 Sam 3 – “And Samuel replied, “Speak, your servant is listening.”
3) Submit to God’s will upfront

Psalm 119:145 (NLT) I pray with all my heart; answer me, Lord! I will obey your decrees.


· We must decide in our hearts that we will do whatever God says BEFORE we ask Him to speak to us.

· Hearing will be much easier if God knows we will obey regardless.

· Submitting to God’s will before hearing it shows we trust the ALL KNOWING God and that we believe HIS will for us is GOOD!

· We want GOD’S will and God’s view on the situations in our life.

4) Obey completely with a positive attitude
Psalms 119:32 I run in the path of your commands, for you have set my heart free.
Trust and obey for there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus but to trust and obey

· There is nothing more important in life than hearing God our Shepherd speak to us.

· There is nothing more exciting in life than following our Shepherd with excitement and expectation.

· Remember that God is not a formula and His ways are NOT our ways.

Finish this statement – expect the ______________  unexpected
One word from God can change our lives forever
T Luke 5:1-10

1 One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the people crowding around him and listening to the word of God, 

2 he saw at the water's edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. 

3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat. 

4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch." 

Luke 5:5 (NIV) Simon answered, "Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets." 

Luke 5:5 (NKJV) But Simon answered and said to Him, “Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing; nevertheless at YOUR word I will let down the net.”


We don’t have to understand God or His ways to obey Him
Here is the process that Peter is using on HEARING THESE WORDS
· I trust you Jesus and thus I trust your words

· I don’t care that it doesn’t make any sense (wrong time, too deep – been there done that, nothing)

· I will not let my emotions keep me from obeying

· I don’t care what others will say

· I WILL take a step of faith and believe and then OBEY

· Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God). Later Peter would learn that God is pleased with steps of faith.

6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. 

· This is a TRUE miracle.  The one who created the fish in the beginning had no trouble filling their nets even though it didn’t make common sense.

· God is in the still doing miracles today – don’t deny the supernatural

· Being born again and having our sins forgiven instantly along with the guarantee of going to Heaven forever IS A MIRACLE FROM GOD.

7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 

· Luke doesn’t tell us what the other disciples thought as they followed Peter to the deep water.

· Probably down inside many of them were saying – this is crazy

· But nobody was laughing or making snide remarks now – they ALL were too busy hauling in the catch of a lifetime.

What if Peter had listened but decided not to obey Jesus and HIS word?
App: 
· Are you still sitting in your boat debating whether to follow the word you received from God?

· Are you still trying to decide if it makes any sense to do life God’s way?

· Are you letting your mind, your friends keep you from taking your boat out in the deep – from simply obeying God and HIS word?

Listening to and obeying God blesses other people (and ME)
8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus' knees and said, "Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!" 

· Peter’s reaction to this miracle was complete humility

· Jesus was GOD and Peter was NOT

9 For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, 

10 and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon's partners.

Then Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be afraid; from now on you will catch men." 

· The disciples were learning the mission and purposes of Jesus

· Life is not about fish, money and boats and stuff.
· Life was about God, people and the use of our time.

What did Peter learn about GOD from listening and obeying?
When God gets in your boat – life is FOREVER amazing
(STAFF)  
God wants to do life with us

God knows what He is doing

God can do anything (miracles included)

God wants to bless us

God’s highest purpose is spiritual 

God wants to use us to bless others

God knows our future – no fear

11 So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. 

The only way to live and die successfully is to listen, obey and follow God
Remember HOW Jesus DEFINED a TRUE FOLLOWER

John 10:27 – they hear my voice, they know me, and they follow me
Are you a TRUE follower of Jesus Christ?   WOW

What an amazing God we serve!
God - I’m listening – thanks for speaking

God - I’m ready to follow you wherever – I will obey

God – I am pursuing your purposes for me TODAY – thanks for empower me

(STAFF)  The following two songs are all about our Shepherd and how wonderful he leads and cares for his sheep – you and me.

Let’s worship GOD our Shepherd[image: image1.png]



