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Gel and Flow together – everyone is needed Phil 2:1-4
PP: Picture on car – 14 kids and mom and dad – one BIG family. I wonder how that family flows together. I wonder if they are in unity and do they have fun living together.

· Paul writing from Prison to the church at Philippi is teaching them the value of flowing together in UNITY as a BIG family. 
· Paul wants them to know how to do church so that their PERSONAL relationships with each other are healthy and joyful.
As we look around at CCM and our 3 campuses, Paul has a lot to say to us.
Are we ‘gelling” or FLOWING together as a team – with a common purpose?

T Phil 2:1 If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 

If = SINCE
“If any encouragement – Paul is saying; I KNOW there is encouragement.

2 Cor 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 

United with Christ
· Paul says since we are all CF’S – we have been united with Christ. 
· We are NO longer doing life alone
· Then Paul lists FOUR amazing benefits of being united in Christ – of doing life together as God’s family.
· Paul says HERE IS HOW GOD MUCH GOD LOVES YOU!

1) God’s encouragement – come alongside for support 
· The word is Paraclete – one who comes ALONGSIDE us – referring of course to the Holy Spirit.

· It is impossible to do life successfully alone.

· Paul says you have the HS – God living in you 24/7 

· No matter where you go, remember God is there to support and encourage you.  When you leave today, God is with you – alongside you.
comfort from his love
2) God’s comfort – encouraging words
· This is very much the same word – but more the emphasis of encouraging someone with words.
· God loves to speak WORDS of encouragement and comfort to us.

· Too often all we hear are words like this – you are no good; you cannot do it; who do you think you are trying that.
Illus: right now, God is speaking encouraging words to some of you. Don’t throw in the towel; don’t give up in that situation; don’t quit
2 Cor 4:16 (NLT) That is why we never give up. Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being renewed every day.


Listen to God’s words (He is speaking into your life right now)
R Galatians 6:9 (NLT) So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up.

fellowship with the Spirit
3) Partnership with the Spirit – we BELONG

· The HS comes alongside us with ALL HIS resources to help.

· The HS reminds us that we are not doing life alone but we have God’s resources and presence to help.

· We CAN do the will of God!

· We CAN do what God asks us to do.

tenderness and compassion – literally a heart of mercy and compassion.
4) God’s mercy – not getting what we deserve
· When we were united with Christ at salvation, it was ALL because of what God did for us.

· He saved us not because of our goodness but because of His grace.

· We didn’t deserve it – but God was full of compassion and mercy and treated us with tenderness.

· We in turn are to have a HEART of mercy and compassion for OTHERS.

Phil 2:2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 


Paul says you have God to encourage you, to comfort and speak kind words to you, to make you feel like you belong and finally to show you mercy when you didn’t deserve it.
Now imitate me and treat others the same way – in these four ways and MORE – be creative.
Fill my cup to overflowing with joy by loving one another in these same ways.
CF’S – flow in unity

3 PP: Work in pictures of Sebastian CCM team……flowing together

The CCMS work day went great. All the work was completed. We had 55 different folks working through the weekend. We received great feedback from the school regarding all work we did. We also built an equipment room for their football team, mulched he whole campus, added dirt to low lying areas, trimmed over 60 palm trees and pressure washed the whole court yard. 
Pastor Norm says – “take a look at the pictures and see the joy in serving. What a blessing to serve alongside such great servants”
Phil 2:2 NLT Then make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each other, loving one another, and working together with one mind and purpose.

· Paul says have the same mind; think the same way as Christ thinks.
· Be flowing together in unity.  Respect each other’s opinions and let the Spirit bring consensus and unity.

Be like-minded and of one mind – this literally means to think ONE thought which reflects having ONE purpose.

Here at CCM – if people would ask you want is our MISSION STATEMENT, what is the ONE thing or purpose CCM is trying to accomplish – you should by heart be able to share these 5 core values that have ONE PURPOSE – bring glory to God, make God look GOOD.

PP: 5 c’s – BRETT I do want to use this exact PP – I like the wording and the people’s pictures…..thanks

R Phil 2:2 NLT Then make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each other, loving one another, and working together with one mind and purpose.

· Paul says make my joy complete by learning to love one another even with your differences.

· God designed each of us with individual talents and strengths.

· God needs ALL of us in his body to make it efficient and effective.

· Use your gift in love and respect others and their gifting.
· YOU are NOT a one man or one woman team.

Video of Gina – this is putting God’s word into action.  Gina is coming alongside others to encourage them.  She is speaking words of comfort and encouragement – you can do it; hang in there – God is for you. 
T 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 (NLT)
3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is our merciful Father and the source of all comfort.
4 He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be able to give them the same comfort God has given us.


The gift of mercy (compassion) - the God-given ability to show compassion, love and care for those in need. 

CCM – and our campuses;  Grief share, one step (men and women), divorce care, hospital; nursing home, shut in ministry; small groups, counseling ministry and many other ways that we come alongside with love, encouragement and mercy.
Paul then answers a very important question - HOW do we flow together in unity, love and purpose?
B Phil 2:3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 

· Selfish ambition is the desire to be number one, no matter what the cost. 

· Conceit speaks of pride or self-promotion.

NLT Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than yourselves.


CF’S – flow with humility

· The world’s system says – you want to be successful, then push way to the top. Find ways to take advantage of others.

· But God says that REAL success comes from an upside down life

· One of the key problems is that we always think we are better than most people. Our looks are better, our jokes are better, our recipes are better, our mind is sharper

· For sure we are RIGHT and usually if they think different than they are WRONG.

Pastor Mark that is easy to say but hard to put into practice – why?
T James 4:1-2 (NLT) What is causing the quarrels and fights among you? Don’t they come from the evil desires at war within you?
You want what you don’t have, so you scheme and kill to get it. You are jealous of what others have, but you can’t get it, so you fight and wage war to take it away from them. Yet you don’t have what you want because you don’t ask God for it.


Selfishness is the root of MOST of our problems
· We were all PREWIRED from birth with selfishness

App: Turn to your neighbor and say – I am prewired by Satan to make me look good and you look bad!

Stop and think what selfishness does in our world - adultery, sex before marriage, divorce, division, strife, abortion, robberies
Illus: Three couples are at a restaurant, all 3 of the men order the same 10 ounce strip steak.  The meals come and you look down and your 10 ounce steak is CLEARLY MUCH smaller than the other two.  What do you do?  Do you point it out to the other guys; do you complain to the waitress; do you cut an ounce from each of theirs for you; or do you do nothing but enjoy your SMALL steak?

All of us have to fight being self-centered – verse 4 helps us with the HOW
Phil 2:4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 

CF’S – flow by putting God first, others second and yourself last
NLT Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too.


· Paul is NOT saying, we cannot have some of our own personal interests.

· Certainly we have hobbies and interests that we pursue.

· But Paul is saying, don’t limit your life to just YOU and YOUR interests.

· Life is NOT about you or me.

· Real life is about God, the KOG and the next life.

· Factor in OTHERS in your life.

No doubt while Paul was writing these verses, his mind went back to a great friend called Barnabas.

R Acts 9:26-27 (NLT)
26 When Saul arrived in Jerusalem, he tried to meet with the believers, but they were all afraid of him. They did not believe he had truly become a believer!
27 Then Barnabas brought him to the apostles and told them how Saul had seen the Lord on the way to Damascus and how the Lord had spoken to Saul. He also told them that Saul had preached boldly in the name of Jesus in Damascus.


Barnabas proved true to his name “SON OF ENCOURAGEMENT” by befriending Saul, recounting his conversion, and telling of his fearless testimony for Christ at Damascus.

· Barnabas had come alongside Paul early and often in his ministry to be an encourager to him – to speak words of exhortation to his ears.
· Barnabas used his God given gifts to comfort and support Paul and thus advance the KOG.

· When Paul thought about Barnabas – it brought him joy and he was able to celebrate life.

PP: Celebrate

When we give, when we share, when we come alongside one another, when we give mercy, THEN our life is FILLED WITH JOY.

Then we know what it is to CELEBRATE!

Illus: A safari hunter came into a clearing and saw a huge male lion dead with a little Pigmy sitting on top of him.

The hunter said, Are you the hunter?  Yes, replied the Pigmy.

How did you kill him - asked the safari hunter.

With my club, answered the Pigmy.

Wow, it must be a huge club, the hunter responded.

Yeh, there are about 60 of us.

Thanks for being ONE big team working together in UNITY to advance the Kingdom of God


· Thanks for being a giving people at all our campuses.

· Your GIVING brings JOY to MANY PEOPLE.
· Thanks for serving with humility.

· Thanks for coming alongside hurting people and saying encouraging words to them.

· Thanks for being in one accord and of one mind – we are reminded of our ONE purpose 

PP: CF- our one purpose – MAKE GOD LOOK GOOD

CLOSE
· Are you “in” Christ – have you ever established a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

· So many GOOD things await you – today would be the day to stop doing life alone and allow your creator to come and live inside you and what a difference that relationship will make

Before we were IN Christ, God saw us in a completely different way than He sees us now. He used to see us as:  

• condemned (John 3:18).  

• lost (Matthew 18:11; 2 Corinthians 4:3).  

• guilty (Romans 3:19).  

• spiritually dead (Ephesians 2:1-5).  

• alienated from Himself (Ephesians 4:18).  

• His enemies (Romans 5:10; Colossians 1:21).  

• children of wrath (Ephesians 2:3).  

But when we repented and believed – we became IN Christ.

Now God sees us as:

Every Christian is seen by God as being "in Christ." In the first three chapters of Ephesians, Paul told us that in Christ we are:  

Blessed with every spiritual blessing (1:3).

Loved (1:4).

Adopted (1:5).

Accepted (1:6).

Redeemed (1:7).

Forgiven (1:7).

Given wisdom and understanding (1:8).

Recipients of God's power (1:19). 

Made alive together with Christ (2:5).

