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Satisfaction Seekers

Genesis 3:1-6

List of Sinful Desserts (PP: Chocolate Mess Cake)
Have you ever waited till everyone in the house was in bed – and you snuck into the kitchen and begin to eat that THING that you just couldn’t get out of your mind?

Proverbs 9:17  "Stolen water is sweet; food eaten in secret is delicious!" NIV
The truth is – we love the “forbidden”

But the problem is that with the FORBIDDEN – always comes the guilt and condemnation

So the question is this – Has God left us with the INABILITY to say NO to the temptations that we face in this life?

Genesis 3:1-6

3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" 

2 The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.'" 

4 "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 5 "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 

6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. NIV

1. Temptation Always Looks Good

There is not a person among us here or at any of our other campuses that IS NOT TEMPTED!

WE ALL are programmed to SEEK OUT SATISFACTION in our own lives.

· Why do you think the APPS industry is so lucrative right now?

· Back in 2009 – Apple announced that 1 BILLION iphone apps had been downloaded in only the first 9 months.

· It’s why we have “FREE AGENCY” in sports.

· Ladies, it’s why you love to SHOP!

As kids we loved to play Hide and ….Seek!

Kids still love to play it to this very day. 

The SEEKER starts out to look for what it is that they are SEEKING and they start to laugh or giggle and their eyes light up and get big as they head off.
Now let’s take that thought and think of it spiritually.

The ENEMY KNOWS that you eyes light up and the giggles come when you head out SEEKING.

· You’re seeking for GOLD and what he is going to give you is FOOLS GOLD.

· You’re seeking for LOVE and what he is going to give you is LUST.

· You’re seeking for TRUTH and what he is going to offer you is a LIE.

· You’re seeking for SECURITY and what he is going to offer you is MONEY.

From the beginning of time – the Enemy, Satan – has always offered the Fake for the Real – the Counterfeit for the Original.

PP:  “Pawn Stars” (if approved)
· People who come into their store trying to find out if what they have is valuable or NOT. 

· They think it may be valuable – BUT TURNS OUT TO BE COUNTERFEIT.

And the look on their face when they find out – tells Eve’s story!

· Here she is in the Garden of Eden – the most beautiful and satisfying place on the EARTH!

· There in the middle of that Garden we hear a sound go off for the very first time in the history of the world –

· It was her SEEKING DEVICE.

a. She wanted what she knew she couldn’t have (every tree but 1)

b. She was where she shouldn’t have been (verse 6 = “she saw”)

c. It looks GOOD and PLEASING
The same thing happens in your life and mine.

That is what SIN is. 

Sin Is Doing The Opposite Of What God Has Said To Do
And often it causes us to SEEK out what we feel God is holding out on giving us.

T 1 Corinthians 10:13

13 No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. 

Your SATISFACTION HONING DEVICE beeps in the same areas as everyone else.

No one else has these thoughts – or this temptation !

· NOT TRUE!

· Chances are somewhere over the last 38 years I have had that thought.

But a THOUGHT is just a thought UNLESS you allow that thought to turn into a DEED.

· The thought is just what the ENEMY uses to try and get us to go towards what it is that we are SEEKING and hoping to find.

· We have to stop and ask ourselves, “Was that a thought from God or was that a thought from Satan?”

If I know that the thoughts that come into my mind from the enemy are there to lead towards that which is the opposite of what God has for me – and that those thoughts lead me to being trapped in guilt and condemnation – then it can lead me to our next truth…….

T Matthew 26:41 “Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." NKJV
2. Temptation Traps More Easily The Un-Prepared

The more that Eve listened to the thoughts of the enemy – and the more that she begin to question God’s word – the easier it became for her to SEEK OUT HER SATISFACTION

· We are to watch and pray so that we don’t ENTER into temptation.

· That is another way of saying –BE PREPARED.

· WATCH AND PRAY because TEMPTATION was coming for them just around the corner.

· Pray for strength to go through what was coming. 

· When we get caught off guard in our spiritual lives because we are not WATCHING AND PRAYING – we often ENTER into SIN

How do I enter into sin?

1. By Giving Ear to the Enemy

Look back at Genesis 3:1

“….He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?"
I Must Mute The Voice Of The Enemy In My Ear

When the ENEMY begins speaking – Shut him off immediately!

He always likes to create doubt by spinning God’s word in a NEGATIVE light

Genesis 2:15-17

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die." 
· The enemy uses DOUBT and NEGATIVE WORDS.

· He questions whether she really heard God right when God said that when you eat of it – you will die.

Each time we question what God has said – and each time we let the enemy put doubt in our mind about what God has said – we get closer to the edge – to actually a place where I can be pushed off into FALLING into that SIN

So how do we overcome that?

Jesus told the disciples back in Matthew 26:41 that the “Spirit is really willing but that our flesh is really, really weak.” (translation mine)
We enter into sin…
2. By Listening to my flesh over the HS

So every time I yield to my flesh I make my flesh stronger and every time I yield to the HS I make my Spirit stronger.

· When God says something – it dictates what my body does.

· NOW THAT WE KNOW GOD – Our SPIRITS Are To Control Our BODIES.

And when your flesh wants what it wants – you have to yield to what the HS knows is best for you and do that instead.

· RESIST THE DEVIL (our flesh) – he has to flee.

3. The Enemy Knows And Has Designed Temptation So That Every Time We Give In – We Suffer The Consequences
Have you ever met someone who was so hooked on what it was that they were seeking for satisfaction – that now they can’t believe where they are?

You have taken the “bait” – you’ve swallowed the “hook” and Satan has you on the line and he is reeling you in.

In the book of Judges 16, Samson just continued to play with SIN.

· Over and over he wanted to lie in the lap of Delilah and then be able to wake up and defend off the enemy when they would come to destroy him.

· “But Samson did not even realize that the Spirit of the Lord had departed from him”

· And we find Samson blinded, bound and belittled

· Sin blinds us to the point that we can’t even see what we are doing

· Sin bounds us to where we lose our freedom to be able to enjoy the good things of God and the blessings of God on our lives.

· Sin belittles us by making something out of us that we were never designed by God to be. 
The Enemy knows and has designed temptation so that every time we give in – we suffer the consequences.

Now that could be pretty discouraging and depressing if that was where the story ended.

Go back with me to Genesis 3 and move on down to verse 20.

Genesis 3:20-21

20 Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living. 21 The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them.

Adam and Eve found no comfort in being clothed in FIG LEAVES.

· When we are in sin in our lives – it is so miserable. You can’t get comfortable. There is never a moment of peace.

4. Because Of Jesus Death – God Offers To Exchange Our Fig Leaves For His Lambs Sheepskin

God knows today that we are going to be tempted to SEEK SATISFACTION – often times in the WRONG PLACES and PEOPLE and SOURCES.

His love for you NEVER CHANGES

14 So then, since we have a great High Priest who has entered heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to what we believe. 15 This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did not sin. 16 So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most.  (Hebrews 4:14-16)  NLT
If you don’t understand this portion of scripture – you’re response will be the same that Adam and Eve had – HIDE!

· “God, You don’t know what I am going through and struggling with here….”

· Jesus knows how to SYMPATHIZE for you.

11 For his unfailing love toward those who fear him is as great as the height of the heavens above the earth. 12 He has removed our sins as far from us as the east is from the west. 13 The Lord is like a father to his children, tender and compassionate to those who fear him. 14 For he knows how weak we are; he remembers we are only dust.  
(Ps 103:11-14) NLT

God KNOWS – God LOVES – God COVERS
Conclusion:

[image: image1.png]



� http://lsvp.wordpress.com/2009/05/13/apple-has-made-no-more-than-20-45m-in-revenue-from-the-app-store/





