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Advancing the gospel  Phil 1:15-18

Opening PP: Pledge of allegiance – say it together
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Today there are lots of things that are BIG deals in our lives.

Our economy, unemployment, the oil spill, Lebron James signing, the Iran nuclear program and the Afghanistan war to name a few

PP: Freedom is a BIG deal

Ronald Reagan President of the United States 

Let the Fourth of July always be a reminder that here in this land, for the first time, it was decided that man is born with certain God-given rights; that government is only a convenience created and managed by the people, with no powers of its own except those voluntarily granted to it by the people. We sometimes forget that great truth, and we never should. 

Happy Fourth of July…..Ronald Reagan
Here we are celebrating the Declaration of Independence which declared our PHYSICAL FREEDOM Great Britain.  That is a BIG deal.
· Jesus knew that SPIRITUAL FREEDOM was a REALLY BIG deal.

· Notice at the start of Jesus’ ministry what he said.

Mark 1:14-15 (NKJV) Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.”

· Jesus tells the world that the gospel is a BIG deal.

The gospel is a BIG deal  (repeat it with me)
T Phil 1:12 Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel. 

· Remember that Paul is chained to a Roman guard 24/7.  

· Paul is NOT free physically but notice what Paul says – I’m imprisoned so that I can share the gospel with these guards and they can find spiritual freedom. 

Phil 1:15 It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. 

Phil 1:16 The latter do so in love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. 

Phil 1:17 The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains.   

Phil 1:18 But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice. Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 

Paul gives us 3 things to do – all relating to the GOSPEL.
1. Advance the gospel 

2. Defend the gospel  

3. Keep the gospel the main thing 

But we cannot do what Paul says unless we can answer this question - what is the gospel?  What was Jesus talking about and what is Paul talking about?
Gospel = a good message; good news
· Every year we read about great stories of people being saved, freed or delivered. A man is rescued from a swollen river; a child is saved by firefighters from a burning building, a woman is delivered from an attacker by a brand bystander.

· The Bible tells us that sin has a penalty of separation from God forever.

· But God wanted man to be freed from that penalty.  So Jesus came and through his death and resurrection provided FREEDOM, SALVATION, DELIVERANCE from sin’s penalty. 

The GOSPEL – is all about SALVATION that gives man FORGIVENESS, a new start, a spiritual rebirth and ultimately Heaven forever.

(Brett one slide please) The 3-phase process of salvation - the GOOD NEWS
Past        1) The event of salvation – saved from the PENALTY of sin (death)
 

Present    2) The process of salvation – being saved from the POWER of sin (just so NO) 

 

Future     3) The completion of salvation – saved from the PRESENCE of sin forever (Heaven)
· When a person gets saved, born again, or comes to faith in Jesus Christ, all their past sins are completely forgiven.   Amazing and wonderful.

· Then as a CF we usually forget about our salvation as if it is all in the past but that is NOT true.

· Notice a CF never really gets away from the gospel, salvation and how it affects our lives.  (Past, Present, Future)
Salvation is a BIG deal   (repeat with me)
· Paul would have shared with these Roman guards about the process of salvation including his own conversion and from his OWN writings.
T Eph 2:1-9
1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 

2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 
3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 
4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 
5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions — it is by grace you have been saved. 
1) All people are born with a sin nature  

2) The penalty or wages of sin is spiritual death = separation from God here and forever  

3) Since God is just, He requires a payment for our sins  

4) Jesus willingly died as our “substitute” so all people could receive forgiveness.
Eph 2:8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 

9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 

5) When we repent and believe by faith in Jesus’ work on the cross then God forgives our sin, cancels the penalty and makes us SPIRITUALLY ALIVE.  

6) All of this because of God’s grace (He loved us, we don’t deserve the free gift of salvation)  That is why salvation is called the GOOD NEWS.
Sharing the gospel is a BIG deal  (repeat with me)
If Paul DOESN’T share the good news with these guards, they will remain spiritually dead; headed for eternity apart from God (Hell)
But Paul did share the gospel and many pagan guards came to personal salvation.  We will meet them in Heaven.
1) Advance the gospel – it is the only hope of the world
R Mark 16:15 He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.  

Mark 16:16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.  

Here is WHY the gospel needs to always be advancing around the world.
Daily births worldwide 380,000

Daily deaths worldwide 153,000
ANYONE can repent, believe and receive SALVATION
Are you and I advancing the gospel?

Are we communicating the good news to everyone everywhere?

B Phil 1:15 It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. 

Phil 1:16 The latter do so in love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. 

Phil 1:17 The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains.   

· In Rome there were two groups preaching the gospel.

· Both were preaching the REAL GOSPEL.

· One group of CF’S was preaching with good motives 

· The other group of CF’S was preaching with bad motives – selfish ambition, jealously and competition.  It seems that they were jealous of Paul and his apostolic power and authority.  They were trying to oppose Paul and advance their own popularity.

· In essences they wanted to “rub” salt in his wounds.  You are in prison we are out here free to promote ourselves.

What about today in our cities with all kinds of churches and denominations?
DANGER: Every church, pastor or group of CF’S can be territorial, jealous, prideful, calculating and self- promoting

· There are lots of different churches in our community that are preaching the gospel correctly. 
· And yet we can be critical, negative and super spiritual in our attitudes.
· Yes we might disagree with some of their doctrines or practices and their take on the “non essentials”.

· But we will see that Paul sets a great example, focus on what is right and not what is wrong or different.

· Paul says to be known for what we are for and not for what we are against.

· Quit trying to be the “perfect” mature believer or church.  All of us are a work in progress.

· Paul says focus on what is right, be joyful that the gospel is being preached – it will change lives

Let’s see HOW Paul’s react to this division – this PERSONAL attack.
Phil 1:18 But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice. Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 

· Last week we learned that Paul’s joy was not tied to his circumstances – being chained 24/7 to a guard for two years.

· Paul taught us HOW to be JOYFUL in spite of difficult circumstances.

Life happens but God is for us – enjoy  - (
· Now Paul takes it one step further.

· Paul says his joy is not tied people; his critics.

We can be joyful in spite of PEOPLE     - (
· Paul says God will take care of their motives – He is the judge.

· Nothing was going to “steal” Paul’s joy

Phil 1:16 ……… I am put here for the defense of the gospel. 

· Paul understood that Satan would any means to stop the gospel from being shared (circumstances, motives, people…whatever)
· Paul had been appointed to DEFEND the Good News and he was not about to get sidetracked with personal issues.
· Paul says I am here to advance the gospel and to defend the gospel and the only way to do be joyful that Christ is being preached.
2) Defend the gospel – it is powerful and will change any life
T Romans 1:16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 

· Paul understood personally how POWERFUL the gospel was.

· Paul was a prime example of someone who was persecuting believers for Satan until God offered him forgiveness and a change of life.

· Paul knew to keep the main thing the main thing.
· Paul was glad that the TRUE gospel was being preached and shared.

· Paul says God’s power can change any life – nothing else matters.
3) Keep the gospel the main thing – no matter what
God put CF’S here in the marketplace of life to do exactly what Paul taught today.
1. Advance the gospel 

2. Defend the gospel  

3. Keep the gospel the main thing 

What does Satan do to keep us from accomplishing these 3 things?

1. Fear of our abilities. 
· God always supplies whatever we need when we obey Him.

· Step out and share what you know

· Be bold when God opens a door
· God will give you the answers to their questions.
2. Fear of the gospel message  (cross and a crucified Savior)

· Don’t underestimate the raw power of the Gospel.  It can reach even the hard hearts of our friends and co-workers.   
· It sounds too good to be true, but it is TRUE

· Share YOUR own powerful testimony that it changed YOUR life.  Tell how you are so much better off since coming to Christ.

· Share that their life will be changed as well.

3. Fear of failure

· God gives us the privilege of sharing the good news. 
· God is the one who opens doors and begins speaking to their hearts

· We share and the outcome is left to God.  

 

Illus: This is how much God loves people – true story.

He was driving down the street in Santa Ana, in an area of older homes that have large front yards. He thought he felt God telling him to stop and yell in a mailbox, "Jesus loves you!" He had been a Christian for only a couple of weeks, and thought it was crazy but couldn't get it out of his mind. He stopped, looked around, didn't see anyone, so he went up to a large mailbox in front of a house and yelled "Jesus Loves You!!" The sound was amplified like a megaphone in this large mailbox, and was louder than he anticipated. He self-consciously ran for his car, just as a man came out of the house. He was going to just take off but was afraid the guy would get his license number and call the police, so he walked over to the man and apologized. He said, "I'm sorry. I am a new Christian, and I thought God told me to yell in your mailbox. I've never done anything like that before, and won't again, and I had no idea it would be so loud. Please don't call the police. I'll be leaving now." 
The man said, "Don't apologize. I have been going through a difficult time in my life. I lost my family, I lost my job, I've lost my friends, and I finally decided that I just don't want to live any more. So I climbed up on a chair and put my head in a noose that was tied to the beam in my house. My final act was to say, 'God, if you are really there, and you care about me, you'll have to tell me right now.' And as I said that I heard a loud echoing voice saying, 'Jesus loves you!'"
God wants to see the whole world come to salvation and the gospel is the tool that we are to use as we share it.
Romans 1:16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 
· Power = the Eng. word “dynamite” comes from this Greek word. 

· Only God’s power is able to overcome man’s sinful nature.

· Only God’s power can take you from spiritual death and give you new life.

· Nobody can be good enough to be set free from their sins.

· Only God can forgive all your past and give you a new start TODAY. 

YOUR salvation is a BIG deal
