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Stand firm and stand united Phil 1:27-30 
PP: Roy Rogers' stuffed horse Trigger sold at auction
· How much do you think stuffed Trigger was WORTH?

· Answer - A Nebraska cable TV network paid $266,500 for Roy Rogers' stuffed and mounted horse, Trigger.

What are YOU worth?
PP: What is your dead body worth? 

Hand and Forearm Price: $385 
Shoulder Price: $500
· Today Paul says while we are ALIVE we need to live like we are worth something.

· Remember a CF’S worth or esteem doesn’t come from our wisdom, talents, good looks, or our accomplishments.

CF - our worth comes from Christ’s dying for us. 

· Jesus died to make us worth something. 
· Everything we are and have comes from a right relationship with God.
T Phil 1:27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ
· Conduct yourselves mean "live as citizens”

· Paul says conduct yourself worthy as a citizen of heaven and a citizen of this earth.

· Paul uses the word WORTHY – make your life worth something.

Live with integrity (worthy) as citizens of Heaven

· We live in a world that has very different values and customs.

· REALLY we are citizens of Heaven and we need to live with those values and lifestyle.

· CF we are to live DIFFERENT than unbelievers.

What does that life of integrity and worth look like?
T Colossians 1:10-12

10 And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 
11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully 

12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. 
· Please God in every way

· Bear fruit in every good work

· Grow in the knowledge of God

· Live with great endurance and patience

· Be joyful regardless.

B Phil 1:27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence……
· Paul says whether I am there or not, he is what I expect of you.

PP: gap - close the gap between your belief and your conduct

· I expect you to conduct yourselves JUST like Jesus.

· That is who you represent and that is who died for you.

· Behave yourselves in every situation and LIVE like Jesus.
· Be a person of integrity- be real and do what Jesus would do.
Eph 5:1 (NLT) Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you are his dear children.


· As CF’S we live a life that is different—morally excellent, ethically beautiful. The Bible calls it a holy life. And God honors that. 
· Close the GAP – mimic God and live as He lives.

Phil 1:27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel 

Next Paul gives us 3 ways we conduct ourselves in a worthy manner
1) Stand together in unity
· Many churches and CF’S spend much of their time and energy fussing about little things that don’t matter at all.
· Paul reminds the CF’S at Philippi to focus on working together as a team.

R 1 Cor 12:13 (NLT) Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are free. But we have all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit.


· Every CF is part of the body of Christ - we are all equal and thus we should be a team that works together.

· But Satan loves to come into the church and cause DIVISION.

T 1 Cor 3:3-5 (NLT)
3…... You are jealous of one another and quarrel with each other. Doesn’t that prove you are controlled by your sinful nature? Aren’t you living like people of the world? 

4 When one of you says, “I am a follower of Paul,” and another says, “I follow Apollos,” aren’t you acting just like people of the world?

5 After all, who is Apollos? Who is Paul? We are only God’s servants through whom you believed the Good News. Each of us did the work the Lord gave us.

· Paul says you are living with the values of the world – stop it.

· You are not acting like Jesus.

· Everyone is simply a SERVANT

Could that selfish divisive lifestyle find itself at CCM?
I love Pastor Dave’s teaching more than Pastor Mark’s teaching.  
CCMV’s way of doing church is way better than CCEO.   
Our worship team at CCMS is better than any other campus.  

God help us at CCM and all our campuses to stand together as one body, without becoming fragmented and fractionalized.
Illus: Lynd and I spent some time at Potters Field Ranch – teaching and looking at the world missions program and school. We both commented, all the interns and employees acted worthy of being called CF.  They were willing to serve in any way possible.  No jealously.

· CCM and all our campuses – remember we are all simply servants that are to be working as a team FOR GOD.
· Let’s be focused and use our energy fighting against the real enemy- Satan.

B Phil 1:27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel 

2) Fight together for THE faith (the gospel)

· Paul says that there is to be unity with a purpose.
· The purpose is to share the powerful GOSPEL – it always changes lives.

· In Timothy, Paul warned us that in latter times, some will depart from the faith – the gospel.

The word contending = striving = is an athletic word

It means to struggle or fight as a team against the enemy to win the victory.
The Christian life is not a playground; it is a battleground
· Satan is out to keep the gospel from being shared.

· Satan wants CF’S to get sidetracked from sharing the good news.

· Be Jesus reminds us of our mission.

Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost." 

Seek – in order to find; to go or strive after  

 

Who do we seek?  The Lost - those who are perishing  

Why do we seek the lost?   Save - to rescue from danger or destruction; to save from perishing; to make well, heal, restore to health.  

 

• Lost people matter to God; every person matters to God  

• Since we are to be like Jesus – lost people matter to us  

Mission: Jesus came to seek out sinners, share the good news and transform their lives for eternity
· CF’S are put all personal matters aside and proclaim the truth that Jesus is the only way to forgiveness, heaven and God.

· We are to be LIGHT and SALT and cause others to want the personal relationship that we have with Jesus.

Next Paul reminds us WHY we have to fight to keep on mission.
Phil 1:28 without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you…. 

Frightened is a term that refers to when a horse is startled – spooked.

2 PP: Lynda on a horse. (2nd Mark)  While we were riding the lead horse got spooked at a stump in the ground and almost threw its rider. 

· Paul says don’t be spooked, startled, fearful by the many who will oppose you and your sharing of the gospel.
· Paul says don’t be surprised at spiritual warfare.
· We can expect the enemy to attack us, to distract us, discourage us and try to defeat us.

· But don’t let the enemy spook you, scare you.

John 15:18 "If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 

· Today we have a world system that is against God and His people.

· It was no different in Paul’s and Jesus’ day.

· Paul says don’t be fearful of those who oppose you.

· There will be spiritual warfare from Satan – don’t be surprised at it.

· We have spiritual weapons from God that defeat Satan every time.

· Keeping fighting together for the truth of the gospel – it changes lives.

B Phil 1:28 …. This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved — and that by God. 

· When we are opposed and even attacked for our beliefs and our lifestyle that proves that Satan sees us as his enemy.

· That proves that we are CF’S and on the winning team.

· People that oppose us and the gospel are already condemned and headed to Hell forever – they will be destroyed.
Phil 1:29 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for him, 

Phil 1:30 since you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have.

· Paul says something that is a shock to the church of today.

· Paul says that spiritual attacks including suffering are ordained by God.

3) Stand bold and fearless in persecution and suffering

R 2 Timothy 3:12 (NLT) Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.


· When we hear the word suffering, we don’t like it.

· Most people do whatever it takes to avoid suffering.

· Think of all the commercials that say you can lose weight without dieting, without exercising and without any suffering at all – totally foolish.

PP: Ladies….birthing a baby

Exercising – healthy body

Fasting – spiritually healthy

Surgery – physically healthy

Pruning – spiritually healthy
Hurt and harm are very different

God says - some things in life are worth pain and suffering
T Acts 5:40 His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.
· The disciples were in trouble again for sharing the gospel in Jerusalem.

· They were BEATEN physically and threatened to STOP speaking in the name of Jesus.
Acts 5:41 The apostles left the Sanhedrin,  saying God what was that all about…..why the beating…..this is unfair…..you are in control…..please next time help us out will you????
NO……
Acts 5:41 The apostles left the Sanhedrin rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. 

Romans 5:3-4 ….. we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. 

Acts 5:42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ.
The horse was not spooked, the believers were living like Christ and the gospel was being proclaimed in unity of spirit

B Phil 1:29 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for him, 

Phil 1:30 since you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have.

· The apostle Paul wrote extensively about the pain in this life. 
· He endured sleeplessness, sickness, and hunger. He suffered at the hands of evil men many times.
· In fact he was in a Roman prison suffering as he wrote this letter.

· But in spite of his circumstances, Paul wrote this:

2 Cor 4:17 (NLT) For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever!


· Paul says yes, life hurts – expect it.

· Paul says yes, life hurts – just do the right thing

· Paul says yes, life hurts – God uses it

· Paul says yes, life hurts – be hope in on the way.

Sometimes we need to suffer NOW and the worth will come later.

Heaven is coming where there are no more hurts.

CF’S we are called to live and even suffer for Christ for this reason:
Matthew 16:25-26

Matthew 16:25 (NLT) If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it.
Matthew 16:26 (NLT) And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? Is anything worth more than your soul?
· Jesus came to this earth and suffered to provide a way from sinners to get right with God.

· God hurt when He experienced His son’s death on the cross.

· Your eternity destiny is WORTH more than anything in the world.

· Turn your life over to Christ and that will give you WORTH.

· That will make life WORTH living

You are valuable to God, He sent Jesus to die for you
