1

How to listen to God part 2
T John 10:27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 

Last weekend we learned a lot from this one verse.
Show the sheep
· We learned that God designed sheep to NEED shepherds.  
· Sheep are not too smart and cannot survive by themselves.

PP: Sheep picture
· To do life successfully sheep were designed to listen to and obey a shepherd.

· This verse told us that EVERY CF can hear God speak to them – 100%

· Listening to God provides the sheep with direction, wisdom, peace, strength, hope, forgiveness, comfort and encouragement.

GOD DOES still speak today
THE PROBLEM- most of the world doesn’t understand this verse and these essential principles.
Here are some RECENT quotes from Hollywood stars that left their religion as adults because they rebelled against their spiritual upbringings.

Brad Pitt 47: who left the Baptist church “It wasn’t a loss of faith for me, it was a discovery of self” - 

Madonna 52: the lapsed Catholic said she was taught that “if you enjoy something it must be wrong”

Katy Perry 26: “my born-again mom banned the phrase deviled eggs”
Megan Fox 26: Growing up Pentecostal was scary “I had lots of talks about how sex was evil”
· None of these four people KNOW the truth of the Bible.

· None of these four people KNOW the truths that we taught last weekend 
· Thus none of these four people can live a life filled with purpose.

· But HERE WE ARE studying the Bible so we can know how to do life right.

Last weekend we learned that God speaks to us THROUGH GOD the Holy Spirit.
T Psalms 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 

Today we will share 5 key ways that the HS speaks to every CF (many)
1. God speaks primarily through the written Word – the Bible
Listen to this quote - To walk safely in the woods at night we need a light so we don't trip over tree roots or fall into holes. In this life, we walk through a dark forest of evil. But the Bible can be our light to show us the way ahead so we won't stumble as we walk. It reveals the entangling roots of false values and philosophies. Study the Bible so you will be able to see your way clear enough to stay on the right path. 
APP: As we read and study the Bible, the HS opens our understanding and shows us the practical application. That is exactly what is happening as we all study Ps 119 every day for the next 22 days.  THANKS
T Psalms 32:8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;

I will counsel you and watch over you. 

· I and you = notice HOW personal

· Our Shepherd wants to show us HOW to do life by following Him everyday

· God wants to show us HOW to follow Him.
2. God speaks through the Holy Spirit – inner promptings

· Jesus said to his disciples that the HS would come and LIVE IN THEM and GUIDE them into all TRUTH.  
· God the Holy SPIRIT lives in us – impacting OUR SPIRIT.

· He doesn’t control us so we must be open to his “leading” – the voice of the Holy Spirit.

R Rom 8:16 (NLT) For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s children.


· The HS has direct access to our hearts, our minds and OUR SPIRITS.

· The REAL you and me is our SPIRIT man/woman. 
· God speaks to our spirits through His Spirit WHO LIVES IN US 24/7. 

· When decisions involve the BLACK and WHITE principles given in the Bible there is no need to try and discover what God is saying – He has ALREADY said it plain and simple.

· But everyday there are MANY decisions in life that are NOT specifically addressed in the Bible – where should I attend college, is this the right spouse for me, should we sell the house now or wait, should I accept this job offer and move to another city, should I go on this mission trip, should I buy a new or used car, should I have the surgery now or wait…..these difficult and real questions need answers.  

· God has the perfect answer in these daily details of life as well.

· This is where the inner promptings of the Spirit is essential.

Proverbs 16:9 (NLT) We can make our plans, but the Lord determines our steps.
· Planning or setting goals is good

· Making a list of the pros and cons is good.

· But bottom line is we need to consult God in all the details of life and be sensitive to his voice.
Romans 8:14 says - CF’S are LED by the SPIRIT OF GOD
· As a CF that is one of the huge benefits we have.

· We are God’s kids (sheep) and He wants to lead us BY HIS SPIRIT to fulfill HIS plans for us – HIS BEST.

Hearing God’s INNER promptings should be the normal lifestyle of every CF.
· Hearing the HS prompt us – speak to us should be 2nd nature to us as we do life every day.

· A mature CF expects God to speak as we are doing life and over time “knows” the voice of the HS.

· Eventually we will come to “sense” the HS speaking to us all through the day even in difficult, noisy environments even through the noise of life.

R Acts 8:29 (NLT) The Holy Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and walk along beside the carriage.”
If we are going to be useful to God we have to be able to hear him speaking all through the day.  Go here, stop and talk to this person or call Jim or Sarah they need to be encouraged today.
3. God speaks through other people 

Proverbs 27:17 As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another. 

· All through the Bible we discover that God often spoke through other people – actually believers and unbelievers.
· BUT usually God speaks through the counsel of wise, mature CF’S.

· Often in our marriages God uses our spouse – OUCH

PP: two lions (husband and wife)
· We need to be sensitive to the people who love us the most – those we interact with often (family and church family)

· I need be humble enough to seek wise counsel from others who are SPEAKING GOD’S WORDS into my life.

R 2 Samuel 12:1 (NLT) So the Lord sent Nathan the prophet to tell David this story: “There were two men in a certain town. One was rich, and one was poor.

· A great illustration - Nathan the prophet spoke into King David’s life.

4. God speaks through circumstances

· God knows how to use the everyday circumstances of life to speak to us.

· God can speak through a failure, a success, a sickness, a healing, a blessing and even though disappointments in our lives.

· Be alert, God can also speak to us from ordinary or extraordinary circumstances – open and closed doors.
T Acts 16:6 Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. 

Acts 16:7 When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. 

· Paul had a plan in his mind – where he and the team would take the gospel

· But we see that God had a different plan.

· How did Paul hear GOD speaking– inner prompting, word of knowledge, external circumstance?

· We don’t know but PAUL knew God closed TWO doors 
· God had another plan.
What will Paul do when God closes a door?
· Is Paul going to get angry and mad at God?

· Is Paul going to disobey and do his own thing ANYWAY?

App: What do we do when God changes OUR plans?

Acts 16:8 So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. 

· Paul FOLLOWS his shepherd.

· Paul knows that God leads us ONE STEP AT A TIME.

· That is where the excitement is – taking steps of faith and listening for God’s continuing guidance.

· Paul head down to TROAS - he keeps moving forward to where there is an OPEN DOOR.

The life of a CF requires ongoing sensitivity, ongoing obedience, and ongoing flexibility.
Acts 16:9 During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 

· During the night, God honored Paul’s obedience and gave him a SUPERNATURAL vision.
5. God speaks through visions and dreams

We will unpack this fifth way God speaks to us next weekend
· God had closed the door to Asia and through a supernatural vision showed Paul a new OPENED DOOR.

· God wanted Paul to go to EUROPE and share the gospel.
Acts 16:10 After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 

· Us – No doubt Paul, Luke, Silas and Timothy ALL prayed and discussed the closed and open doors.

· Together they concluded that God was calling them to EUROPE to preach the Good News.

· They had what many would call another way to HEAR GOD

6. God speaks through an inner peace

Col 3:15 (NLT) And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts….
· Paul tells us that God can give us an INNER peace when we are determining his direction. 

· This inner calm comes regardless of the circumstances because we trust God’s leading.

PP: Look where God directed Paul – Philippi (the very book that we are studying)

· Because of Paul's obedience at this point, the gospel went westward; and ultimately Europe and the Western world were evangelized. 
· God’s plans for us are always better than our plans.

· Let the Shepherd do the leading and we do the following.
CF - a closed door will lead to another opened door
Finish this statement – Expect……………..the unexpected  

There are NO coincidences with God only divine appointments
Pastor Mark – I now see that God will speak to me in lots of ways but how can I be sure that it is God speaking to me?
Illus: Coffee filter
· What would coffee taste like if there was no paper filter in this filter?
· Answer: everything would come through – the grounds, the bitter oils, everything and the coffee would taste terrible.
· Truth – we need a filter to eliminate everything but the real coffee.

In this world we have LOTS of voices speaking to us.
1. We have the voice of Satan – do my will and not God’s

2. We have the voice of our world system – power, possessions, position and pleasure.

3. We have the voice our own carnal nature.  (my emotions – our own desires – what we really want)
God can speak through people (Peter said to Jesus – you are the son of the living God; Jesus responded, Peter God revealed that to you, God spoke that to you.

Satan can speak through the same people (Peter said to Jesus – you are not going to the cross; Jesus responded “Peter Satan is now speaking through you”

We need a filter to eliminate everything but the real voice of God.
God’s written word is the ULTIMATE filter to all the voices speaking to us.
God NEVER speaks contrary to His written Word

God NEVER violates Biblical truth

The end never justifies the means

· That is WHY teaching, reading, meditating on the word is ESSENTIAL in our lives

· Everything we HEAR must be filtered through the gold standard – the written word of God.

· Practice doesn’t make perfect – no one hears God perfectly
BUT GOD IS SPEAKING AND WE CAN HEAR HIM CLEARLY
Psalms 32:8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you and watch over you.
Our Shepherd is leading us – simply follow and life will be GREAT!

Next weekend – Is that YOU God and how we can improve our hearing and what is NEXT after hearing (obedience)
Communion
John 6:63 (NLT) The Spirit alone gives eternal life. Human effort accomplishes nothing. And the very words I have spoken to you are spirit and life
The only way to live and die successfully is to listen to God
The words that God speaks to us are able to transform anyone from darkness to light, from death to life and to bring forgiveness, hope, peace and the assurance of Heaven.
