




Judges Ch. 7:1-23 
“Becoming More Dependent Upon God” 
Intro: 
Our culture is now extremely dependent on technology.  I’m so dependent on technology I actually used an app the other day called “Wi-Fi Finder” to research the city of Huacho, Peru, the destination of Fusion’s upcoming mission’s trip, to see where there are Wi-Fi hotspots.  
· (Slide of Peru map)
It is so easy for us to be dependent on technology (“Just Google it”), self, perhaps even other people.  But God calls you and I to be dependent on Him way before anything else.       
We are jumping into a period of time when the people of Israel were being oppressed for seven years by a group known as the Midianites.  The Midianites would come and destroy their crops and leave nothing for them, not even their animals.  The people of Israel were living in dens and in caves in the mountains.  At this time, God has called a man by the name of Gideon to be Israel’s leader.       
Judges 7:1 “Early in the morning, Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon) and all his men camped at the spring of Harod. The camp of Midian was north of them in the valley near the hill of Moreh.
· (Slide of Israel map)
Judges 7:2 “The LORD said to Gideon, “You have too many men. I cannot deliver Midian into their hands, or Israel would boast against me, ‘My own strength has saved me.’”

· “The LORD said to Gideon”: This battle is the Lords battle.  The success is going to be because of God, not because of Gideon or Israel.  (Judges 7:7)   


· “You have too many men”: Gideon had gathered together 32,000 men to go against 135,000 Midianites.
  
· God’s strength does not depend on numbers


· Psalm 33:16 “No king is saved by the size of his army; no warrior escapes by his great strength.”


· In other words, trusting in man won’t get the job done.


· Isaiah 2:22 “Stop trusting in man, who has but a breath in his nostrils. Of what account is he?”


· There is something significant about when we are weak God is strong.  He uses weak instruments.  When Paul the Apostle was speaking about the thorn in his flesh that the Lord allowed in his life to keep him humble, Paul said:

· 2 Corinthians 12:9 “But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.”   


· “My own strength has saved me”: God knows the hearts of His people.  This verse shows us a certain insight into God’s people at this time.  They have a tendency to steal God’s praise?  How about us?  Is this a tendency of ours?  To do something for or in the name of God and take the credit, to steal the praise that belongs to Him?


· Praise belongs to God – not to the instrument He uses  
· God can trust us with His work when we realize how inadequate we are to do it.  
· God is going to strip Gideon’s army down to 300 men from 32,000 to make sure that Gideon and the people realize how inadequate they are to accomplish the purposes of God. 
 
· This may help us understand why in Scripture God often chooses such unlikely instruments to work through.


· Example: I cannot do this teaching this weekend without realizing my own inadequacy and the need I have to depend on God and the leading of His Spirit.        
 
Judges 7:3 “Now announce to the army, ‘Anyone who trembles with fear may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.’” So twenty-two thousand men left, while ten thousand remained.”
· “Anyone who trembles with fear may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.”: So God tells Gideon to make an announcement to his army that any who are basically frightened may turn back and leave.  


· “So twenty-two thousand men left, while ten thousand remained.”: Gideon already has issues with fear…  Could you imagine being in his shoes during this process?  You’re just saying what God told you to say and now more than two-thirds of his troops (twenty-two thousand of thirty-two thousand) are abandoning him… this had to have been shocking and somewhat dismaying.
· There is a truth about God that He wants us to live by, and He will go to tremendous lengths to make certain we learn it.
  
· CF’s are not to be self-dependent but God dependent


· In other words, in the midst of a difficult task, difficult situation, a time of testing or trial, God in His sovereignty can be allowing and using that situation to accomplish His will and to bring us closer to Him.   

· Why do we want to be self-sufficient and self-dependent?  Because it’s our sinful nature that is rooted in pride against God that says, “I can do this on my own.”
  

· Ex. Have you ever been around a child when he or she is acting this way?  (Ex. When Makenzy tries to carry to many things at once and refuses help)


· That is what the life of someone looks like who is dependent on self.  Stubborn and prideful.  You might be here in this service and you would say, “God?” “I can do this on my own?” Friend, it is impossible for you to take care of your sin on your own, it is impossible for you to receive the forgiveness you need on your own.  That’s why Jesus Christ says to every heart in this service:    


· Matthew 11:28-30 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

· You and I cannot become who God is calling us to be, nor can we accomplish what God is calling us to accomplish for His glory unless we become less self-dependent and more God dependent.  

· John 3:30 “He must become greater; I must become less.”


Judges 7:4 “But the LORD said to Gideon, “There are still too many men. Take them down to the water, and I will thin them out for you there. If I say, ‘This one shall go with you,’ he shall go; but if I say, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ he shall not go.”

· “There are still too many men.”:  “Seriously God, there are still more you want to take away?!?!”


· CF: Our confidence is in God-not in our flesh (man’s abilities)
· (Life Application Commentary): “Fortunately, God does not leave us wallowing in our own potential.”  In other words, do you know the kind of potential you and I have to completely wreck God’s plans when we seek to do them in our own strength?   


· Here with Gideon, God is saying that He will be the one who will determine who can go and who will not go.  The reminder again that God is in charge and Gideon is not.


· This is huge for us!  As CF’s we have submitted the control of our lives into the hands of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  “Lord, not my will, but Your will be done”.  Paul the Apostle illustrates this truth for us when he says:    

· Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” 

· God is ultimately bringing Gideon (and all of us in this service) to the point where he either must trust God or reject Him altogether.  How do you respond?  Do you fully recognize that God is the one in control or do you reject God’s influence and directions for your life?  


· This is the service in which God has brought us together for the purpose of declaring, (Have everyone repeat):
 
· “Yes God, not matter what, I will trust You!”
 
· In the midst of a sickness, in the midst of a broken down marriage, in the midst of dealing with a son or daughter who is wayward and rebelling against God, in the midst of financial difficulty and an uncertain future, because of His great love for us, we stand fast in the position that says, “Yes God, no matter what, I will trust You!”     


Judges 7:5-7 “So Gideon took the men down to the water. There the LORD told him, “Separate those who lap the water with their tongues as a dog laps from those who kneel down to drink.” 6 Three hundred of them drank from cupped hands, lapping like dogs. All the rest got down on their knees to drink. 7 The LORD said to Gideon, “With the three hundred men that lapped I will save you and give the Midianites into your hands. Let all the others go home.” 
· Whatever flickering amount of self-confidence Gideon may have had up until this point has now been completely removed.     

Judges 7:8-11 “So Gideon sent the rest of the Israelites home but kept the three hundred, who took over the provisions and trumpets of the others. Now the camp of Midian lay below him in the valley. 9 During that night the LORD said to Gideon, “Get up, go down against the camp, because I am going to give it into your hands. 10 If you are afraid to attack, go down to the camp with your servant Purah 11 and listen to what they are saying. Afterward, you will be encouraged to attack the camp.” So he and Purah his servant went down to the outposts of the camp. 
· “If you are afraid to attack”: So because Gideon and his servant went down to the outpost of the camp to listen to what the troops were saying, what does that tell us about Gideon?  Yes, he was afraid to attack, even though God had promised him the victory.  

· CF’s need encouragement from God and from other CF’s


· We often think too highly of ourselves.  Maybe you like to think of yourself in comparison to Moses and Joshua, but in reality, we’re more like a Gideon.  There’s great potential, but we lack faith.  So reluctant from the very beginning, and it seems like no matter how many times God proves Himself to us, we always need Him to continually convince us of what He has called us to do.  Always needing that reassurance and that moral support.  Thank the Lord He is patient with us, and thank the Lord that He knows exactly how to speak to us.      

· 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 “May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 17 encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word.”
Judges 7:12 “The Midianites, the Amalekites and all the other eastern peoples had settled in the valley, thick as locusts. Their camels could no more be counted than the sand on the seashore.”
· Gideon: “God, did you bring me down here for encouragement or depression?”
Judges 7:13-14 “Gideon arrived just as a man was telling a friend his dream. “I had a dream,” he was saying. “A round loaf of barley bread came tumbling into the Midianite camp. It struck the tent with such force that the tent overturned and collapsed.” 14 His friend responded, “This can be nothing other than the sword of Gideon son of Joash, the Israelite. God has given the Midianites and the whole camp into his hands.”

· “Gideon arrived just as a man was telling a friend his dream”: So notice God’s perfect timing.  


· God knows what we need to hear and when we need to hear it    


· It’s like this entire conversation is staged, just for Gideon.  That’s what it feels like sometimes when God speaks directly to you.  

· Ex. The 22 days of listening to God from Psalm 119. 
Judges 7:15 “When Gideon heard the dream and its interpretation, he bowed down and worshiped. He returned to the camp of Israel and called out, “Get up! The LORD has given the Midianite camp into your hands.”
· “he bowed down and worshiped”: It is a blessing to see Gideon’s genuine response to God for this encouragement, but earlier when God told him directly that he was going to have victory, that didn’t convince him.  Even in the previous chapter of Judges God gave Gideon the sign of the fleece, and that really didn’t work either, but hearing it through the mouth of this Midianite soldier convinces him.


· God wants to increase our faith in Him 


· Hebrews 11:1, 6 “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.”          
Judges 7:16-23 “Dividing the three hundred men into three companies, he placed trumpets and empty jars in the hands of all of them, with torches inside. 17 “Watch me,” he told them. “Follow my lead. When I get to the edge of the camp, do exactly as I do. 18 When I and all who are with me blow our trumpets, then from all around the camp blow yours and shout, ‘For the LORD and for Gideon.’” 19 Gideon and the hundred men with him reached the edge of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, just after they had changed the guard. They blew their trumpets and broke the jars that were in their hands. 20 The three companies blew the trumpets and smashed the jars. Grasping the torches in their left hands and holding in their right hands the trumpets they were to blow, they shouted, “A sword for the LORD and for Gideon!” 21 While each man held his position around the camp, all the Midianites ran, crying out as they fled. 22 When the three hundred trumpets sounded, the LORD caused the men throughout the camp to turn on each other with their swords. The army fled to Beth Shittah toward Zererah as far as the border of Abel Meholah near Tabbath. 23 Israelites from Naphtali, Asher and all Manasseh were called out, and they pursued the Midianites.”
· So Gideon goes for it!  He implements a traditional war strategy in seeking to create the impression that his army was much bigger than it really was.


· As the 300 blew their trumpets, broke the jars, lit those torches and shouted “A sword for the LORD and for Gideon”, this caused such chaos.  Notice also that not one of Gideon’s men had a sword.  But look at vs. 22:


· “When the three hundred trumpets sounded, the LORD caused the men throughout the camp to turn on each other with their swords.”: So as we come to the end of this historical event in Israel’s history, we are reminded again that God fights the battle, and in this event He causes the enemy to use their own weapons against each other.    
· What “Midianite” opposition are you facing?  In our family, my wife and I have been faced with all kinds of opposition lately.  May the Lord help us to turn from being self-dependent to becoming more dependent upon Him.  To realize that our confidence rests in the power of God, and not in our own abilities.  
Altar Call: 
· On the topic of being self-dependent, that’s the very issue that can keep a person from receiving forgiveness and eternal life, and from personally knowing and living for Jesus Christ.  Just like God was working in the life of Gideon, He is working in your life right now.
  
· There might not be an army of Midianites waiting for you out in the parking lot, but there is a greater enemy, a greater and much more serious issue that needs to be confronted.  Until a person comes to Jesus Christ by faith and repents of being self-dependent, and repents of living life in the bondages of sin, there can be no victory, no forgiveness, no freedom.  That is why Jesus says:  


· Luke 9:23-26 “Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it. 25 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self? 26 Whoever is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.”

· Jesus is coming back again.  And the opportunity to recognize Him as your personal Lord and Savior is now.  Will you do it?  Will you respond to the One who died for you?

· Matthew 11:28-30 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

· (Have people come forward/pass off to satellites)


Closing Prayer: 
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