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Pray this prayer for me Phil 1:7-11
Some things change in life as time goes by. 
But some things never change in life – these principals are timeless.
Opening PP: Housekeeping monthly 1955
How many are glad that some things change as time changes?

But there are some things that never change regardless of a time change.
Things happen when CF’S pray.  

· When I pray, things happen. When I don’t pray, they don’t happen. 

· Prayer changes things 
· Today Paul writes a love letter to the CF’S at Philippi.

· Then in that letter Paul prays some great prayers for each of them.

T Philippians 1:6-8

6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart; for whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God's grace with me. 

8 God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 

· The Philippians had Paul in their hearts and we see in verses 7-8 that he had them in his heart.

· Notice how easily Paul expressed his real feelings. 
· Paul was an incredible intellectual and yet he was not afraid to tell his friends at Philippi how deeply he cared for them.

APP: Do you share your real feelings with those you love? It is important to tell our close friends and our spouses and children that we really do love them.  Sometimes husbands and wives can live in the same house for years and not really be open and honest with each other.  Don’t be afraid to share your REAL feelings with close friends and marriage partners.
Understand that the depth of communication like Paul practiced brings real satisfaction and joy.
Sharing our real feelings (hearts) brings healthy openness and honesty.
· It is amazing that Paul is not sitting in his cell writing a letter filled with grips and complaints but he is writing a “LOVE letter” to them.

· This letter showed how much he wanted to see them again and how thankful he was for their support.

· We know that during his imprisonment, the Philippians sent Paul money and Epaphroditus to support him, thus sharing in God’s gracious blessing on his ministry.  Paul was thankful.
Phil 1:9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 

· Paul moves from love to prayer.

· Interesting that the libraries of the world are filled with books on love and prayer.  

· But it is not enough to read about love and prayer we need to LOVE and we need to PRAY.

Prayer is simply two way communication with God
· The religious world has complicated prayer.  

Years ago a Puritan preacher began his prayer with long and colorful language. His introduction carried on and on, until a lady in the choir reached over, pulled on his robe, and said to him, "Psst! Just call Him Father and ask Him for somethin'." 
T James 1:5-8  

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.  

6 But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.  

7 That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord;  

8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.  

 

· Remember that all of us lack wisdom and all of us have problems.  

· God’s word has all the ANSWERS to solve all of our problems.  

· Notice - we must believe (EXPECT) God loves and cares, and that nothing is impossible with Him.  

 
1. Some people never get answers to their prayers because they don’t EXPECT God to answer.  James tells us that we must pray in faith – pray EXPECTING God to answer.  We can pray with expectation because we KNOW God loves to answer our prayers.
2. Some people never get answers to their prayers because they don’t pray in the WILL OF GOD.

R 1 John 5:14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 

· To pray in God’s will is to pray in agreement with what He wants in our lives. We discover the will of God as we study God’s word.
· God only wants what is good for us and if he doesn’t answer one of our prayers that is because He knows it is NOT best for us.
3. Other people never get God’s answers because they simply don’t ask – THEY DON’T PRAY.  
 James 4:2 …..You do not have, because you do not ask God. 

  
· All through the Bible we are commanded to pray – to tell God that we are DEPENDENT on His wisdom and direction
· Prayer moves God to do things that otherwise He would not do.  

· You have NOT because YOU ASK NOT!  We simply need to pray
Paul’s prays, Paul expects God to answer because Paul prays in the will of God
App: These 3 verses give us a great prayer that you can pray for me. And I know you would want this prayer prayed for you also.

B Phil 1:9 And this is my prayer: that your love… 


There are 3 words that describe love in the Bible and Paul uses only one of them.

1. It is not phileo love– natural human affection/friendship 

2. It is not eros love– physical/ passion 

3. But it IS agape love or God’s love – self sacrificing love 

The essence of God’s love (agape) is giving
John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave…. his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

God’s love = giving more than getting; outward more than inward; others more than self.
Philippians 1:9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more    
Abound = to increase greatly; to overflow
· We have already seen Paul’s heart for one of his favorite churches.

· Paul knew they were doing “church” and their lives RIGHT!

· But in this prayer he prays for MORE good things to be happening in and through their lives.

· Paul was always encouraging CF’S to mature in their walk with God.

· Paul says I pray that you will keep on giving yourselves away to God and to others – OVERFLOW into the lives of more and more people.
Pray MARK would GROW in love
Pray ____ would GROW in love
· Interesting that is not what we really pray for when we think of our church or our individual lives

· We speak often about our church growing….more people, more satellites – nothing wrong with that but……love is the main thing.

· God wants us to grow in our love for him and for others.
Is our church growing in love?

Are you and I growing in love?

What would that look like in the church?

What would that look like in our lives?

Illus: While in Asia, there were so many pastors that serve us.  One brother especially was a perfect example of this giving love.  He picked us up, drove us to all the studies; he gave of his time willingly for 7 days.  He came to my mind as I was studying this passage on God’s love is known for giving.

· God wants us to be known as a loving church which is a giving church.

· Many of you are involved in lots of ways to giving yourselves to help others in their needs.

· God’s love is a GIVING love – thanks for giving of yourselves!

· Let’s continue to GROW in our love for God, others and the world.

· Let’s continue to GROW by GIVING of ourselves to others.
· There is a great principle of giving in the Bible – Paul wrote about it.
Luke 6:38 (NLT) Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full—pressed down, shaken together to make room for more, running over, and poured into your lap. The amount you give will determine the amount you get back.”

Phil 1:9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 

Pray ____ would GROW in knowing and experiencing God personally 

· It is GOOD to know ABOUT God – studying theology and learning about God.
· It is BETTER to know God PERSONALLY – by EXPERIENCE.

PP: How many of you know about a Mongolian Yurt?
PP (2) - Well Lynda and I can tell you – it is one thing to know about a Mongolian YURT but it is something entirely different to EXPERIENCE spending a night in a Mongolian YURT!
· As we love God more, we will know God more because God is love

· Paul prays that these people would know much more than facts about God – Paul prays that they will really personally know God – by experience

Illus: in our marriage, do we know our spouse better after 3 years of marriage than the knowledge we have of them on our honeymoon?

Our world is confused and often clueless about having a PERSONAL relationship with God. Many of you here went to church for years without knowing the difference between knowing ABOUT God and actually having a personal relationship with Him.

John 1:12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 

· Receiving Jesus means believing that Jesus is the Son of God, who he claimed to be, then inviting him to guide and direct our lives.
R Rev 3:20 (NLT) “Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in, and we will share a meal together as friends.
· Today at the end of the service we will give you an opportunity to make a decision to ask Jesus to come and live inside you.
· Then you can begin to experience God and not just know about Him.

Phil 1:9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 

R Phil 1:9 (NKJV) And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment.
· Insight speaks of moral perception, discernment and the practical application of knowledge. 
· Love is not blind, but perceptive, and it carefully scrutinizes to distinguish between right and wrong, good and best. 

Pray _____ would GROW in discernment – know what is BEST
· We know that life presents all of us with so many choices.

· Choices in every area of life.

· Paul prays for a growing love that is filled with discernment.

God’s love has limits (discernment)
· God’s love is not blind

· We cannot GIVE to everyone or every cause indiscriminately.

· We need to be discerning and learn how to apply godly love that brings godly knowledge.

A parent’s love has limits (discernment)
· All of us have experienced being around a child where the parents have never said NO to that child.

· They believed that saying NO was not a loving thing to do.

· But that is totally wrong.

John Phillips “A parent who loves his child in knowledge and all discernment will not indulge his every wish and will not withhold rebuke and discipline.”
T Hebrews 12:5-6

And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: "My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son."  

Discipline 

When we hear the word “discipline” most of us think PUNISHMENT. 

Say the word “spanked” and NEGATIVE images come to our minds.

But the Bible’s concept of discipline is Positive. 

Discipline = to teach, to instruct, to correct, to punish
· The Bible tells us that we are the sons and daughters of God.  God is pictured as our HEAVENLY father.  

· Our natural sin tendency is based on rebellion thus all of God’s kids need boundaries set by a loving parent.

· Loving discipline brings all of us a comfort factor.  We know we have someone who loves us ENOUGH to be active in our lives.

· God’s kids (CF’S) know we are being watched, cared for, loved and disciplined by OUR Heavenly Father.

All God’s kids need boundaries and loving discipline.
· In God’s word we find the wisdom – the balance needed between love and boundaries – how and when to apply loving discipline.
Parents need godly wisdom to know:
When to punish and when to encourage

When to talk and when to listen

When to be tender and when to draw the line (boundaries).
A pastor’s love (a CF’S love) has limits (discernment)
T Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

· As a pastor I have the privilege to share the good news of the gospel and the bad news of the gospel. 

· Jesus is the role model for every pastor/teacher.

Jesus speaking
Matthew 25:46 -"Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life." 

R Eph 4:15 Instead, speaking the truth in love 

· Pastors must love people enough to tell them the truth.

· As every CF has opportunities to share the gospel with friends and relatives, they must learn to share the whole truth in love.
· Every CF came to salvation because SOMEONE shared the truth of the gospel in love.

· One day Jesus spoke to a very religious man named Nicodemus.

· Jesus’ love for this man was seen by this statement.

John 3:3 (NLT) Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see the Kingdom of God.”


Altar Call and Communion

· People have been praying for you for a long time – relatives, friends, co-workers.
· Today’s the day to move from knowing ABOUT God to KNOWING GOD personally.

· I’ve told you the truth of God’s word today.

· Once you repent and believe, you will be forgiven and get a brand new start in life.

· Then you can go and thank your relatives or friends - “Thank you for telling me the truth in a loving way” 

Communion

John 15:13 (NLT) There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.
