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Life Happens Phil 1:12-18
PP: Life Happens 
Wayne was one of the three original co-founders of Apple Computer.  He designed the company's original logo and wrote the manual for the Apple I computer and that gave him 10% stock in Apple. Twelve days later Wayne left Apple afraid of the debt the company was incurring and sold his stock for $800. Today that stock would be worth $22 billion.

"I don't waste my time getting frustrated about things that didn't work out," he says. "I left Apple for reasons that seemed sound to me at the time. 
"What can I say? You make a decision based on your understanding of the circumstances, and you live with it," he said.

· The title of this weekend’s teaching is life happens.

· Often things don’t happen in life as we want or expect.

· Sometimes that is because we have unrealistic expectations.

· But most of the time it is because the Bible tells us that in this life ALL of us (CF’S included) will experience trouble and problems.

John 16:33 (NLT) I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world.”


· So life happens and we all experience the ups and downs of everyday life.

· The question is HOW to do we respond to these ups and downs?

· This whole book of Philippians is about living our lives with joy regardless of the circumstances.

Happiness depends on the circumstances of life  

· But real life and joy cannot be found in our circumstances.

· Real life and joy is only found in a person and not circumstances

· We know from the Bible that we cannot build our lives on circumstances or we will be miserable much of the time.

Joy is based on our LIVING personal relationship with Jesus.
Today we will be ENCOURAGED by Paul’s JOYFUL attitude in very difficult circumstances.
T Phil 1:12-14

12 Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel. 

13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. 

14 Because of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have been encouraged to speak the word of God more courageously and fearlessly. 

What kind of circumstances did Paul find himself in as he wrote this letter?
PP: Well traveled luggage – stickers from lots of exciting cities.   

Paul had stickers on his luggage as well, but they were stickers from ALL the jails Paul had been in.  (2 Cor Paul says I have been in lots of prisons.)

T Acts 28:16 When we got to Rome, Paul was allowed to live by himself, with a soldier to guard him. 

· Paul was not currently in a dungeon but a private residence in Rome awaiting his trial.

Acts 28:17 Three days later he called together the leaders of the Jews. When they had assembled, Paul said to them: "My brothers, although I have done nothing against our people or against the customs of our ancestors, I was arrested in Jerusalem and handed over to the Romans. 

· Paul says that I am a prisoner even though I have done nothing wrong.

Acts 28:30 For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and welcomed all who came to see him. 

Acts 28:31 Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ.

Illus: put on handcuffs - Paul’s chain was of short length and he was chained to the wrist of a soldier who was his guard, so that escape was impossible. This chain limited Paul’s freedom greatly.
· What did that “life happens” lifestyle look like for those 2 years in prison?

· We know that Paul was chained night and day to a Roman soldier. 
· Every 4-6 hours another guard would come and be chained to Paul for his shift.

· That happened every day 24/7 for 2 years.

· Paul had no privacy when he ate, when he slept, when he read, when he went to the bathroom, when he wrote, when he prayed.
· Can you imagine sleeping chained to a guard?

· What if the guard snored at night?

· Can you imagine being confined to a room for 2 years?

B Phil 1:12 (my version) Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me – these current circumstances have ruined my life.  Here I am chained to pagan soldiers 24/7.  It is awful!  I can’t travel, I can’t start churches, I can’t preach or teach new believers.  I am useless, I am depressed and I know NOTHING good can come from these miserable circumstances.
Phil 1:12 Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel. 
· Paul says that in spite of these difficult circumstances I have found joy HERE IN PRISON!

· I see what God is doing and my circumstances are advancing the kingdom of God.

· Paul says I’m EVEN being fruitful for God chained to these guards.

Pastor Mark, I am not the APOSTLE Paul.  How does any of this apply to me? You don’t understand the PRISON I am in today.

You don’t understand the circumstances that I am CHAINED TO.

Illus: SHOW handcuffs    (BRETT – one screen)
Chained by life happens:
Bad marriage
Broken/ended relationship
No job

Health issue; pain
Death of a friend/loved one
Financial problems

Past poor decisions
Age
Critical negative thinking

· Even though Paul REMAINED chained, he learned to live ABOVE his circumstances.  
· Paul refused to let his circumstances DICTATE his emotions – his attitude.

· Paul was useful and bearing fruit for 2 years - but HOW?

Which one of these 3 statements is correct for a CF? -  (BRETT – one screen)

1. God is for me  

2. God is against me  

3. God is God and whatever happens in my life is neutral to Him.

T Rom 8:28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 

· Paul is NOT saying, "Whatever happens is good." 
· Paul IS saying that God will work ALL things together for good, 

· But what is the "good" he is talking about? 
· Usually we think the good Paul is talking about is “the good life” – a better set of circumstances.

· Often that is true but verse 29 gives us the real definition of “good”
Rom 8:29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son…. 

The Good = God is at work in our lives making us like Jesus
· God’s purpose in our lives is to make us like Jesus, expand the KOG, bear fruit and make God look good (glorify God)
· God is always at work in the life of a CF.

· Whatever circumstances (life happens) come into our lives, God has permitted.  Nothing happens outside His control.  

· Let’s be honest, often we do not UNDERSTAND many of God’s ways and why God allows some of these VERY difficult circumstances.
· But Paul gives us a reason to have faith, a reason to be joyful regardless in verse 31.

Romans 8:31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 

Romans 8:31 (Balmer) Since God is for us, it doesn’t matter who or what is against us
· In real life we have Satan against us.

· In real life we have all kinds of people against us

· In real life we have all kinds of circumstances against us.

But Paul says it doesn’t matter because the all powerful, the all knowing, the nothing is impossible God is FOR US.
Life happens but God is for us – enjoy  - (
· God is FOR us.  God loves us.  God is at work in us.  
· Well it doesn’t get any better than that.

There is a limitation to these principles - V28 - to THOSE WHO LOVE GOD.
This amazing truth that God is for us is only for those who are CF’S.  God wants everyone to become a CF so He can make them like Jesus. 

· Paul wrote these truths and that is why he was living with OUTRAGEOUS CONTAGEOUS JOY in this prison circumstance.

· Paul knew two other truths that we must understand and practice.

Joy is a choice - (
Phil 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 

· This is a COMMAND from Paul.  Paul says to the Philippians; choose to be filled with JOY. 

· Even thought we know that God is for us, we can choose NOT to believe it and allow the circumstances to make us discouraged and defeated.

· Joy is simply a choice that we can make because it is a fruit of the Spirit.

· God lives in us, we are abiding in the vine and from that comes the fruit of the Spirit.

· Paul CHOSE to find Joy regardless of his circumstances and he commands us here today to do the same.

Joy is all about attitude - (
Prov 23:7 (NKJ) For as he thinks in his heart , so he is.
Charles Swindoll – The importance of attitude  

The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life.  

It is more important than then past, than education, than money, than circumstances, than failures, than, successes, than what other people think or say or do.  

It is more important than appearance, giftedness, or skill.  

The remarkable thing is - we have a choice every day of our lives regarding the attitude we embrace for that day.  

We cannot change our past. We cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain way. We cannot change the inevitable.  

The only thing can do is play on the one string we have, and that is our attitude.  

I'm convinced that life is 10% what happens to me 90% how I react to it. And so it is with you.  

We are in charge of our attitudes.  

Take charge of your own mind!”
We can choose JOY because God is for us - (
Paul’s imprisonment has 4 effects on us TODAY

B Phil 1:12 Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel. 

Now Paul couldn’t travel and he couldn’t start new churches he could expand the Kingdom of God and make God look good even chained in prison.
1. A positive attitude helps us see new “GOD” opportunities

· Paul knew that God was for him and thus he doesn’t see his current circumstances as restrictive but an open door.
· Paul didn’t FEEL chained but FREE to continue to be like Jesus.
· God wastes nothing in our lives - God didn't waste Paul's time during the Roman imprisonment. God never wastes our time, though we may waste it by not sensing God's purpose for our lives at the moment.
· Look for “GOD” opportunities RIGHT in YOUR CURRENT CIRCUMSTANCES
Phil 1:13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. 

· While chained, Paul had contact with the lost Roman soldiers.  

· Every day he came in contact with at least 4 soldiers who were chained to him for 4 hours.

· They would hear Paul pray, share and write letters – ALL of these things done with a JOYFUL ATTITUDE – no complaining, no critical spirit.
· BEFORE LONG, many guards came to know Christ.  
· Think about it, how else would these Roman guards have ever come to be Christ Followers.

· They would have never attended a Bible study by Paul and never would they have stepped into a church.

· God knew how to get the gospel to them.  Paul’s positive attitude opened his eyes to see the opportunity and took it.

· Paul made God look good and advanced the KOG.

We again see a picture of the HEART of God – God wants all people to come to salvation.  God is always making the first MOVE.
Phil 1:14 Because of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have been encouraged to speak the word of God more courageously and fearlessly. 

John Phillips “Enthusiasm begets enthusiasm; zeal inspires zeal.”
2. Our joyful attitude impacts others – be infectious!
· Paul’s relentless sharing of the gospel was infectious to many of the other Roman CF’S.  

· They were saying to themselves, if our leader, can share the gospel while he is in chains, then what are we waiting for?

· Here we are free to go anywhere in Rome – let’s go for it like Paul.

· So Paul’s joyful attitude encouraged the other believers to be BOLD in their witness.

3. We are challenged to be BOLD in our witness for Christ.

Message Bible - I want to report to you, friends, that my imprisonment here has had the opposite of its intended effect. Instead of being squelched, the Message has actually prospered. All the soldiers here, and everyone else, too, found out that I'm in jail because of this Messiah. That peaked their curiosity, and now they've learned all about him. Not only that, but most of the followers of Jesus here have become far more sure of themselves in the faith than ever, speaking out fearlessly about God, about the Messiah.
Illus: Water Baptism today – about 150 people getting baptized and sharing their testimonies.  That is infectious and encouraged all the other CF’S there to be bold and share Jesus.  So many people thanked their friends who had invited them to CCM to hear about Jesus.

4. We are encouraged to live ABOVE our circumstances

· Biblical history reminds us that Paul wrote the Prison Epistles while here in chains.

· Think how difficult it would have been physically, emotionally and spiritually for us to write under these conditions.

· But Paul’s writing especially here in Philippians have an attitude of contagious outrageous joy.

· 2000 years later we see that these verses encourage us AND eliminate ALL our excuses.
Life happens but God is for us – enjoy - (
Just like Paul YOU can live ABOVE your current circumstances.
· Like Paul, YOU can have joy in the midst of your prison. 

· Like Paul, God will also take CARE of you. 

· Like Paul, God will USE YOU to expand the KOG.
Choose every day to have an attitude of JOY and let that lifestyle change you and your world.

Some of you here are chained but not by your circumstances but by your sin. The Bible says that every unbeliever is chained and imprisoned by their sin.  The key to being free is to allow Jesus to forgive you of that sin.

John 8:31-34 (NLT)
33 “But we are descendants of Abraham,” they said. “We have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean, ‘You will be set free’?”
34 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave of sin.

Show the key:

This key (belief in Jesus) will free you and make you a son/daughter of God.  

Then you can live life with joy and purpose because GOD IS FOR YOU.

