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Phil 3:12-14 Week 4 How to listen to God

PP: What do these have in common? Dr Oz.  Dr Phil and the ever growing question and answer web sites like ChaCha?
· People are searching for answers in every area of their lives.

· People want to know how to do life right.
· God knew this and so He provided a way for all people to KNOW how to do life RIGHT.

· All through the OT we read that God spoke verbally to select people. In fact in the Garden of Eden God spoke verbally to Adam and Eve.

· As we get to the NT, God sent Jesus his son to this earth to show mankind what God was like.

· As Jesus walked throughout Israel he spoke verbally to 1000’s of people including 3 years straight with his 12 disciples.

1. But today we know that Jesus is in Heaven, so many people wonder DOES God still speaks to people today?
2. If God does still speak, WHY – why do we need to hear God speak?
3. If God does speak then HOW does He speak?

4. And how can we know it is GOD speaking to us?

1) Does God still speak today?

T John 10:27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 

· Our concept of God directly determines how we relate to God.

· Many people have trouble believing the truth of this verse because of their concept of God.

· They view God as distant and impersonal and not involved in the daily lives of people.

· But John reminds us in this verse that God wants to have a PERSONAL INTIMATE relationship with EVERYONE. 

· That personal relationship obviously involves God continually seeking to communicate with us.

Psalm 100:3 (NLT) Acknowledge that the Lord is God! He made us, and we are his. We are his people, the sheep of his pasture.


Illus:  Show the sheep
The Bible often refers to people as sheep as we see here in John 10 and Jesus as THE shepherd.

App: Turn to your neighbor and say – I am a sheep

My sheep – people that are born again- CF’S that have a vibrant relationship with God through Jesus Christ the true shepherd
All people need a relationship with THE SHEPHERD.  

Listen to and hear my voice – notice the truth of this verse from Jesus. It doesn’t say CF’S might or possibly can hear God speak.  It says that CF’S will hear God speak – they will hear his voice.

I know them – Jesus knows they are real CF’S.  Lots of people think that they know Jesus through religion, ritual and rules but they do not.

Know is a word of intimate relationship.  God lives inside the CF.

They follow me – active listening results in obedience – following the will of God
GOD DOES still speak today
2) Why is God speaking – why do we need to listen?

Isaiah 53:6 (NLT) All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. We have left God’s paths to follow our own…..


· God designed sheep to NEED shepherds.  
· Sheep are not independent or self-sufficient because they are not too smart and cannot survive by themselves.
· Every one of us in the natural THINKS we are smart enough to determine our own path of life but we are WRONG.
Jeremiah 10:23 I know, O Lord, that a man's life is not his own; it is not for man to direct his steps. 

T Mark 6:34 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things. 

What does a sheep without a shepherd look like?
PP: Sheep and lamb chops

· Jesus knew this key - life is not a playground but a battlefield.

John 10:10 The thief (Satan) comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

· We have a real enemy that is out to destroy us.
In fact every day we contend with three powerful enemies: the world, the flesh, and the devil
· Now we can understand WHY Jesus was so concerned that these people didn’t have a personal relationship with the shepherd. 
· Jesus knew that they could not do life right and thus were frustrated and controlled by Satan, this world and their sinful nature. 

· He knew that Satan the great deceiver was out to destroy them forever.

App: Do we realize that most of our friends, neighbors and co-workers are sheep without a shepherd?

Mark 6:34 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things. 

· Look at verse 34 again and answer this question – how was Jesus going to try to become their shepherd? What did he do?

ANSWER: Jesus taught them 
Jesus was moved with compassion because of the people’s ignorance.

So Jesus taught them the truth of God’s word.
R Hosea 4:6 my people are destroyed from lack of knowledge…..

Will Rogers “Everybody is ignorant, only on different subjects.” Someone may know a lot about computers and very little about cars and vice versa. Most brain surgeons know little about rocket science and you wouldn’t ask a rocket scientist to perform brain surgery.

Most people in our world including many in the church are unfamiliar, unaware, uninformed and ignorant of the truths of the Bible.

TRUTH: Satan is a liar and he hates the Bible
TRUTH: God cannot lie and His Word is ALL TRUE
· Jesus knew that people needed to be taught the truth of God’s Word

· Jesus also knew PERSONALLY that Satan didn’t want people to know the truth – the Bible. 
· Jesus knew that if people are not exposed and taught God’s word then they would be easily be deceived by Satan who is a constant liar. 

Why did the people need to hear “God” speak to them?  

The same reasons we need to hear God speak to us today.
Isaiah 30:21 Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, "This is the way; walk in it." 

· After more than 40 years in the ministry I can tell you the most common question I am asked other than how to be saved is; how do I know what to do in THIS SITUATION?  I need direction in my life.

We need to listen to God so we can receive direction, wisdom, peace, strength, hope, forgiveness, comfort and encouragement
App: Look at this list – tell me what do you need TODAY in your life?

This is just a partial list BUT this is what God wants to speak into all of our lives.

Every person here needs to follow THE Shepherd so we can do life with the ALL- KNOWING God.
So Jesus verbally taught them - the BIBLE
· Wow Pastor Mark I want to hear God speak to me TODAY

· That leads us to answer our 3rd question
3) How does God speak to us TODAY?
· In the OT, we see that God spoke VERBALLY to select people – remember God came to Abraham and said I asking you to follow me to a land that you don’t even know yet.  I am going to use you to bless the world.
· In the NT, we see Jesus walking and speaking VERBALLY to many people just like we read in Matthew – where He began to speak – to teach the people.
BUT when was the last time any of us heard God or Jesus VERBALLY speak to us?  So the big question is HOW does God speak to people today?

T John 14:26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 

· When Jesus went back to Heaven, God sent the GOD the Holy Spirit the 3rd person of the Trinity to live in every CF. 

· When a person becomes a CF, the Holy Spirit comes to live inside of them.

God speaks to us THROUGH the Holy Spirit.
1 John 2:27 (NLT) But you have received the Holy Spirit, and he lives within you, so you don’t need anyone to teach you what is true. For the Spirit teaches you everything you need to know, and what he teaches is true—it is not a lie. So just as he has taught you, remain in fellowship with Christ.


· So the Holy Spirit is our teacher, our counselor and our guide.

· Exactly HOW does the Holy Spirit speak to us?

Today and next week we will learn five ways that God speaks to every CF

1) God speaks primarily through the written Word – the Bible
KEY: Without God’s revelation (God’s WORD), life is lived by speculation
That is exactly how much of the world and many CF’S actually live – here is what I THINK!  But notice this next verse.
T Matt 4:4 Jesus answered, "It is written: `Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.'"
· GOD the Holy Spirit inspired men to write the Bible.
· The Bible is God’s COMPLETE revelation about Himself and about life.

· The Bible is God’s voice to us. The Bible is God’s mind to us.

· The Bible is God’s instruction manual - everything we need to know about God and how to do life is contained in the Bible.

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and active….. 

Living - The word is living because it has life in it – it is God breathed. 
“When we open the Bible, it’s like God opens His mouth.”
· Often we will hear someone say they just got done reading a powerful book. The Bible is so much more; it is not just a collection of man’s ideas but the actual words of God. 

· Some people have the idea that the Bible is an outdated book filled with moral fables and endless lists of do’s and don’ts. They don’t believe the Bible is relevant for today. 
· As you begin to study the Bible for yourself, you will discover the great value, benefit and promises that are given to you, as a CF in the pages of this living book. 

· You or I don’t make the Bible come alive – it is always alive and living. 

Active = Powerful – (not weak) energetic, productive, effective. 

T Psalm 119:130 (NLT) The teaching of your word gives light, so even the simple can understand.

· As we read the Word God SPEAKS VOLUMES TO US.

· God gives us understanding and direction in our everyday lives.

PP: windshield and rear view mirror
· What did Paul teach us through the BIBLE about this windshield and rear view mirror?  
· What truth was God speaking TO US that we are to apply to our lives?

GOD SPEAKS FROM HIS WORD – “forget YOUR past and let me show you amazing YOUR future I have planned for you”(Phil 3:13)

God says that in all of our lives we will have to forget our past sins, failures, guilt, shame and regrets.  AND we have to forget about our past accomplishments.  
God SPOKE to us to get past our past and look FORWARD to a new start – a new day – and God mercies.

Some CF’S respond to God “ I want to put the past in the past but I cannot do it.” SO
GOD SPEAKS FROM HIS WORD – “I am working in YOU right now, giving you the desire and the power to obey” (Phil 2:13)
God never asks us to do something that we cannot do through His strength and His wisdom
Ok Pastor Mark I get it – God primarily speaks to us through the Bible.

But HOW can I learn to recognize HIS voice – HOW can I be sure that it is God’s voice speaking to me. Glad you asked!

It takes practice to learn to HEAR God SPEAK 
Knowing the voice of God through the Holy Spirit is something that a CF learns over time. It requires that we take time to quiet our minds and open our hearts to the Spirit.  As time goes by we will learn to hear Him speak to us all through the day even in difficult, noisy environments.
T Psalms 119:1 Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, who walk according to the law of the Lord. 

· This is the longest chapters in the Bible and a psalm composed of 22 sections, each containing 8 lines. 
· All 8 lines of the first section start with the first letter of the Heb. alphabet; and the psalm continues until all 22 letters have been used in order.
· This psalm uses at least 8 different terms referring to the Bible.
PP: handout or on computer – (ALSO DAILY DEVOTIONS)
They say it takes 21 days to form a new habit, so we are going to take 22 days (1 extra…just to be sure) and form the habit of DAILY having quiet time and learning to hear from God.  Over the course of the next 3 weeks, take 8 verses a day from Psalm 119 and listen to God.  Grab your journal and record the things HE will say to you during this journey.

There are literally unlimited topics – issues in this chapter that we can study and learn but we want to keep it simple.

So each day you are to let God speak to you from just ONE topic.

Follow it through in another verse – to see how the Bible “fits” together.

Notice that verse 1 – speaks about BLESSINGS! 
God designed life – a blessed life for every follower of Jesus Christ.

He gave us the instruction manual for life – he shared all the principles in it and left NOTHING out.

· As we read and meditate on Ps 119 for the next 22 days, God’s living Word will SPEAK volumes to us.

· God’s word will SPEAK to us about God – the truth about what God is really like.

· God’s word will SPEAK to us about ourselves – the truth about ourselves

· God’s word will SPEAK to direct us, challenge us, warn us, convict us, comfort us, assure us and excite us

Illus: Sheep

Psalms 32:8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;

I will counsel you and watch over you. 

· I = notice HOW personal

· Our Shepherd wants to show us HOW to do life by following Him everyday

· God wants to show us HOW to follow Him.
John 10:27 my sheep listen to my voice, I know them and they follow me

Here is the BIG question – are you ONE of HIS sheep?
· Are you willing to become a follower of Jesus – one of his sheep

· There are only some things that God can do and some things you and I can do.

· Only God can forgive our sins and save a person.

· Only God can show us how to do life right

· But only you and I can repent, believe and ask God to be our shepherd

· And then only you and I can listen and obey and follow Him on a daily basis.
God IS speaking to some of you right now – he is calling you to repent and believe and become a CF.
