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Pray this prayer for me Phil 1:7-11 pt 3
PP: Little Chapel - What if I told you today that Lynda and I are retiring to NC and I will be teaching in this church which is only open during the summer months? Then for the other 9 months we are going to kick back and please ourselves by doing nothing.  Would you believe me?   

Would that lifestyle fulfill God’s potential for Lynda and me?
· Paul was praying for the CF’S at the church at Philippi. 

· Paul knew things happen when people pray.
· Today one of his prayers addressed the need for every CF to be fruitful and productive in their everyday lives.

T Phil 1:9-11

9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 

10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 

11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ — to the glory and praise of God. 

Pray ____ would GROW in love (giving of ourselves)
God’s love = giving more than getting; outward more than inward; others more than self.

Pray ____ would GROW in knowing and experiencing God personally
Pray _____ would GROW in discernment – know what is BEST

Pray _____ would GROW in purity and integrity – be real
This is a prayer to pray for others and in turn have them pray it for you.
Phil 1:11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ …..

Filled = to cram (a net), make full, fulfill (God’s potential)
· Paul always took time to pray for people; his prayer here is that they might live full lives as God designed.
· Paul wants everyon of them to reach God’s POTENTIAL
What is God’s potential for each of us?
Eph 2:10 (NLT) For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.


· It all starts being RIGHT with God (righteousness).
· When God came into our lives and saved us, He made us “right” with Him by removing our sins and giving us HIS power.
· From that “right, healthy” relationship comes the ability to reach God’s potential for us.

· What are these “good things” we are to do for God?

T John 15:1 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 

John 15:2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 

John 15:3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.

John 15:4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

John 15:5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 

Illus: Show a vine with branches that have grapes as the fruit
Vine (Jesus); branch (CF) result = FRUIT
5 kinds of fruit – Godly character, witness, works, giving, praise
Basically to think, to act, and to be like Jesus   

· The Spirit produces fruit in a person who is IN Christ. 
· Fruit is the by-product of Spirit’s control in our lives.  
· Key - NO person can bear fruit by human effort or apart from God. 

What does it mean to abide or remain in the VINE?

Abide = remain, continue, dwell; vibrant relationship
Being fruitful comes from abiding in Christ – ongoing vibrant relationship
To bear fruit – to reach God’s potential - you must be: 

1. Be attached to the source of life  –“in Christ”

2. Be abiding – lasting relationship – cultivating that relationship

This is EXACTLY what Paul is praying for all the CF’S at the church of Philippi.
Pray _____ would GROW in fruitfulness – reach God’s potential
Look John 15:16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. 

Being fruitful is not an option or for only for some CF’S – it is the God’s goal for all CF’S

T Galatians 5:16-21

16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 

17 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 

18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. 

19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 

20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 

21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

· As a CF abides in their relationship with God, the HS helps us to say NO to our old sinful selfish nature.

· So as we (16) live by the SPIRIT God will produce the fruit of HIS Spirit (HIS character) in us.

· That “fruit” – part of God’s potential for us looks like this - 

22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 

· Love is expressed in its fullness by these other 8 qualities.

· Abiding in Christ is not so much my responsibility as it is my response to HIS ability.  

· The branch does not bear fruit by struggling but by abiding.  

· This doesn’t mean that we are passive but that our activity is based on the power of God.  

· The Holy Spirit came into our lives to enable us to live life with HIS POWER and thus to abide in Christ by saying NO to sin and YES to God.  

App: Who wouldn’t want people praying this prayer for them!  Praying that we would have the spiritual attributes that look just like Christ!  WOW

Selah:  Look at 22-23 again, HOW are YOU doing – lots of fruit?

· Fruit is guaranteed when we are abiding in the vine.  

· Bearing fruit is a natural outgrowth of the HS’s work in our lives  

Next fruit is witness (sharing with unbelievers)
Romans 1:13 (NLT) I want you to know, dear brothers and sisters, that I planned many times to visit you, but I was prevented until now. I want to work among you and see spiritual fruit, just as I have seen among other Gentiles.  
· Paul was just like Jesus – he had a heart for the lost.

· Paul wanted to be used by God to bring the whole world the knowledge of the gospel and how they could be forgiven and go to Heaven.
PP: 5 c’s communicate the good news to everyone everywhere


Illus: Testimony (airplane with gentile unbeliever)
There are 3 kinds of fruit remaining; 
Good works (Col 1:10)
Financial giving (Romans 15:28)

Praise (Heb 13:15)

PP: 5 c’s – Contribute your time, passion, talents and possessions
B Phil 1:11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ — to the glory and praise of God. 

· Paul tells us that the reason we are to be fruitful in these 5 areas is to bring glory to God.

What does it mean to bring glory to God?
Glory of God = make GOD look good!
Psalm 19:1 says, "The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands." God's very work praises Him and brings Him glory.
1 Cor 10:31 (NLT) So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.
· CF’S are called to give glory to God by what we say and do. 
· We show the world HOW AWESOME our God is through our words, lifestyle, and behavior
· Paul says that the ultimate purpose of life is to make God look good.
· Our FRUITFUL lifestyle causes people to worship, praise, and honor God. 
People look at us and say – WOW your God must be something else; how can I have a relationship with YOUR God.

John 15:8 This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

· In John 15 we see 4 degrees of fruit; No fruit - fruit - more fruit – much fruit  

· Jesus wants every believer to be bearing more and more fruit  and that lifestyle brings glory to God - our growing maturity makes God look good.
Pray _____ would GROW in making God “look” good
Look at these two statements from Jesus

John 8:29 The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him." 

Because of verse 29 Jesus could make this statement.

John 17:4 I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. 

Selah: As people look at our lifestyle, do they see how awesome God is and want that same relationship?

Why does Paul pray for them to be fruitful AND make God look good?  

We see the answer back in verse 10

Phil 1:10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 

Day of Christ – refers to the rapture and the Judgment Seat of Christ.
· Paul is praying that they will be growing CF’s because he knows each of them will be accountable for their lifestyles here on earth.

The principle of personal spiritual accountability
· We don’t like the word “accountability” but the principle is spiritually true.

Romans 14:10,12 ….For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat….so then, each of us will give an account of himself to God.
· Every person at death will be accountable for HOW they lived their life.

· Nothing will be hidden from our ALL KNOWING God.

· No excuses will be allowed.

T 2 Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 

· Who is Paul talking about when he uses the word “WE”?
· At this judgment Paul is talking about CF’S, Christians, people who have personally accepted Jesus as their Savior while on earth.

After death, all CF’S will judged (rewarded) at the JSC
· This has NOTHING to do with our sins, Jesus paid for our sins on the cross.  He died for the judgment of our sins.
· This judgment focuses on our amount of faithfulness with our God given resources and our MOTIVES for service.

· Whether good and bad – there will be degrees of rewards 

· Paul is praying for the people to reach God’s POTENTIAL for them.

· I want to live a FULL life – I want to live up to the potential that God has for me. I know that you want to do the same.

It is possible to have a saved soul and a wasted life, and that will be judged at the judgment seat of Christ.
KEY: We will be judged by the gap between the potential that God has wired us for and the actual performance in contributing our time, talents and possessions.

· Appearing at the JSC is serious business.  We want to hear those words, well done good and faithful servant.

· We want to be ON MISSION and ON MESSAGE telling our world that everyone can be forgiven and go to Heaven.

CLOSE
· Some of you here today, will be at a different judgment when you die because you never asked Jesus to be your personal Savior.
· You were never attached to the vine – you do not have a personal relationship with Jesus.
· You will stand before God and He will open the Book of Life (which contains the names of everyone CF – those who accepted Jesus as their own personal savior).

Revelation 20:15 If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
· The final destiny of every unbeliever is the lake of fire (HELL)
· Their name was not in the book of life because they failed to BELIEVE and RECEIVE Jesus as their personal Savior.

· Jesus is the ONLY way to God, salvation and Heaven

Hell is not a place you want to go...Darkness.....separation from God....no community…Fire and torment.................not a comfortable place

Gnashing of teeth............... a place of extreme remorse and Regret...............you had many opportunities to accept Jesus....but you personally refused them all!

There is only one way to get your name in the book of LIFE

You must CHOOSE to accept Jesus and his work on the cross for your sins.
TRUTH: The road to hell is paved with good intentions.  

 

· There is a REAL hell  

· If you reject Jesus and refuse to repent you WILL go to Hell when you die  

· Jesus paid your penalty on the cross for your sins  

· He is willing to forgive you right NOW, if you will turn from your sins.  
· Jesus will give you the assurance of Heaven if you turn to Him  

 

Let’s pray….heads bowed  

Pastor Mark - I am afraid that I am going to Hell.  

But I want to go to heaven when I die  

 

Here is what I want you to do  

If you are ready to accept Jesus as your savior and have your sins forgiven I want you to lift your hand up RIGHT NOW  

I am ready for Christ to come into my life  

Father - Thank you for those who have made the right choice of saying YES to Jesus. They have taken a step of faith.  

Help them to take the next step.  
