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 Phil 3:12-14 Week 3 Pursuing God’s purposes for me TODAY
PP: Picture - the call of God

· When you see these words – what comes to your mind?

· Does God still call people today? Does God call everyone?  

· How does God call to us and if God does call us HOW do we respond?
· Paul will answer those questions today in our Bible study

T Philippians 3:12-13
12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me
13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 

· After walking with God for many years, Paul says I have not arrived yet.  

· Paul was NOT satisfied in his spiritual growth and maturity.

· Paul wanted to keep growing and progressing spiritually.

· So he laid out for us 3 steps to continued spiritual progress on the path of life
Step 1 - Forgetting (letting go of) my past
"To forget" = no longer influenced by or affected by our memories
· God designed our lives to be lived in freedom

· To live that life of freedom we must forget or let go of the past 

Step 2 – Straining forward into my future – spiritual maturity
Straining = stretching forward (continued effort – hard work)
· As Paul is continuing to forget his past (good and bad) he takes the next step by looking into HIS future.

· Paul refused to stand still – to become stagnant spiritually.

· Paul KNEW he would never be perfect but he wanted to continue to move forward in his spiritual maturity.

· We learned last weekend that we have 3 very active enemies trying to stop our spiritual progress; the world, the flesh, and the devil.
· We also learned 4 ways how to strain forward and defeat these enemies.

Phil 3:14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

Step 3 - Pursuing God’s purposes for me TODAY
Press = to pursue; to follow (as one would a calling)
· Paul says on my path of life I haven’t arrived yet.

· But I am forgetting my past; I am straining forward into my future and the whole while I am pursuing God’s purposes for me TODAY.
Purpose = the reason for which something or someone exists; an intended end result; a goal 
· God’s purposes and God’s goals are the same thing.

· God has a purpose for every person and it all starts with God.

R Col 1:16 For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him.
Without God life has no purpose and thus life has no meaning
· In the OT, King Solomon is on a quest to discover the meaning of life.    
· He writes a book named Ecclesiastes where he asks this question.

· How can a person discover purpose and meaning in their life?
· Amazingly in the 2nd verse in chapter 1 – he gives us his conclusion.


Eccl 1:2 (NLT) “Everything is meaningless,” says the Teacher, “completely meaningless!”


Unfulfilling, worthless, empty, zero, futility – no lasting satisfaction
· Solomon traveled down all the streets of life - the streets of pleasure, projects, possessions, wisdom, work, success and wealth.

· He discovered they were all DEAD ENDS.

· Apart from God, every street of life is a dead end

A life filled with purpose begins with a personal relationship with God
· Paul set many empty useless goals before he met Jesus.

· BUT once Paul met Jesus – his goals and purposes had real meaning and purpose because they came from God’s call.

Romans 1:1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— 

· Where and how did Paul get that calling and that change in purpose?

T Acts 9:3-4 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" 

Acts 9:5-6 "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he replied. "Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do." 

· We know that later another disciple named Ananias came and delivered God’s message, God’s calling and thus new purpose for the Apostle Paul.

Acts 9:15 But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel. 

· Jesus called Paul FIRST to be a CF and THEN to go and take the gospel to the Gentile world including Kings and also the Jews.
God’s purposes (goals) come from God’s call
R Phil 3:14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

· So Paul is now on the road of life pursuing God’s call on his life (heavenly call) and striving forward to reach his God given goals.

· I know some of you are saying but does God have a CALLING on my life?

· If God does, how do I hear that call?

The Bible tells us there are 3 basic calls from God
1) God’s call to salvation
· We know that everyone is born a sinner separated from God by their sins.

· We know that no one can be good enough to earn God’s forgiveness and get to Heaven.

· The Bible tells us that only forgiven people go to Heaven.

· So God sent Jesus into this world to provide man’s greatest need – forgiveness of their sins.

· We know that it is God’s will that no person perishes.
· So God calls all people to salvation.  God calls every sinner to repentance through the sharing and preaching of the Word.
· That was a key purpose in the life of Paul – to take the gospel that a sinner can be forgiven and receive as a gift eternal life.

Jesus called out to Paul verbally – it is time to quit trying to be good enough by obeying the Law.  I came and paid for your sins.  Listen, believe and change by following me!

2) God’s call to sanctification – spiritual maturity 

T Colossians 2:6-7 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 

· Once we are born again then God calls us to a life of spiritual maturity or spiritual growth.
· Over and over in the Bible we are reminded that God wants all of us to continue to grow in our relationship with God.

Paul’s primary goal – be like Jesus, think like Jesus, minister like Jesus
· As we travel this path of life we understand that we will never reach perfection but God’s goal is continual spiritual progress.

· This was exactly the path Paul was pursuing.

3) God’s call to service
T Ephesians 2:8-10

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 

9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 

10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

God first works in us so He can then work through us. 
· God has a plan and a purpose for every CF that is integrated into the larger scope of all that He is doing in the world.

· God loves the whole world – lost people matter to God and God wants everyone to spend eternity with Him.

· God has chosen to carry out His work in the world through CF’S.

· He has determined the tasks He wants each of us to do; our job is to serve Him by accomplishing what He’s planned for us.
We will study this 3rd step in detail next weekend. Remember that one day we will all stand before Him and give an account of our lives
Don’t copy

1. God’s purposes come from God’s call

2. God’s call comes from God’s voice

3. God’s voice comes primarily from His written word

Pastor Mark – how often do I need to hear God’s call and God speaking to me?  Is it a one-time call to salvation and then we are on our own?
PP: pool in Singapore (CF who are not hearing God are clueless about what is the next step to take)
Without daily input from God we don’t know what to do next.  We were designed to live in a daily personal relationship with our all-knowing God.

Psalm 37:23 (NLT) The steps of the godly are directed by the Lord. He delights in every detail of their lives.
· Notice on our path of life – we take steps – many steps.

· Our life was never designed to be lived on a single call from God.

· Life is lived everyday though an intimate relationship that we have with a living – speaking God.

Every CF needs to hear God’s call (voice) daily
· God wants to give us direction everyday and we need to be able to hear that “call” but how?

HOW do we hear God’s calling on a daily basis?

T John 10:27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 

· Listen to and follow are in the present tense.

· Ongoing action – daily lifestyle

· It is wonderful to have the word of God and know that God wants to communicate with us.  

1. God speaks or calls to us through his LIVING Word – the Bible – in fact God is calling all of us to listen and OBEY (follow)

2. God also speaks or calls to us through a still small voice – impressions from the Holy Spirit to our spirit.

3. God also speaks or calls to us from ordinary or extraordinary circumstances – open and closed doors.

Expect God to speak through HIS Word
R Psalms 5:3 In the morning, O LORD, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait in expectation. 

· When we read His Word, we are reading His mind
· What He knows, what He feels, what He wants, what He enjoys, what He desires, what He loves, what He hates.
· We can have the MIND of Christ by reading HIS word.

· God’s word is ALIVE and God is speaking all the time through HIS word.
Reading is not enough, we must learn to listen and then obey

Mark 4:23 (NLT) Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.”
Illus: The story is told of Franklin Roosevelt, who often endured long receiving lines at the White House. He complained that no one really paid any attention to what was said. One day, during a reception, he decided to try an experiment. To each person who passed down the line and shook his hand, he murmured, "I murdered my grandmother this morning." The guests responded with phrases like, "Marvelous! Keep up the good work. We are proud of you. God bless you, sir." It was not till the end of the line, while greeting the ambassador from Bolivia, that his words were actually heard. The ambassador leaned over and whispered, Mr. President - "I'm sure she had it coming."

· Are we REALLY listening to God when we read and hear His word?

· Is God really getting through to us or are we simply going through the motions?

· Are YOU listening to God speak to you RIGHT NOW?

R Isaiah 55:3 (NLT) “Come to me with your ears wide open. Listen, and you will find life……..

Video - running a race

Heather from the University of Minnesota races the 600m at the Big 10 Indoor Track Championships. She reminds what a race or life is really all about. We all will fall but all of us can also get back up and run forward.
God is HERE TODAY right now – God is present at all our campuses

God is calling and speaking to us TODAY – RIGHT NOW
R Heb 4:7…. “Today when you hear his voice, don’t harden your hearts.”
· For the next few moments I want you to listen because God is going to be calling all of us – God is going to specifically speak to all of us.

· When I read the area where God is speaking to you: GET UP right where you are and listen to what God says.

1. You are here and life has knocked you down (marriage, health, finances, relationships, work) You are discouraged without much hope
Psalms 37:24 though he stumble, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. 

Let’s be honest – all of us stumble – all of us

God says: get up - take my hand and start again – BE ENCOURAGED TODAY
2. You are here and living in the past with hurts and unforgiveness

God says:  get up - forget the past – let it go and start again – BE FREE TODAY
3. You are here and you have lost your passion and zeal for God and the things of God.
God says: get up - stir up that gift that I gave you – I will restore your passion – BE ON FIRE TODAY
4. You are here and Satan has convinced you that you cannot hear God’s voice or His calling to you.

God says: get up - You are hearing me right now – believe it and continue to expect me to speak to daily – BE EXCITED TODAY
5. You are here and are frustrated because you have been trying to follow Jesus in your own wisdom, strength and ability

God says: get up – I am going to fill you with my Holy Spirit RIGHT NOW! – BE FILLED TODAY
6. You are here and continue to go down one dead end street after another trying to find purpose and meaning in life.
God says: get up – Ask me to forgive your sins, receive me as your savior and start to follow me TODAY – BE SAVED, BE BORN AGAIN TODAY
God - I’m listening – thanks for speaking

God - I’m ready to follow you wherever – I will obey

God – I am pursuing your purposes for me TODAY – thanks for empower me

