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Pray this prayer for me Phil 1:7-11 pt 2
PP: Rolex Daytona watch – which is the real one (left $80; right $26,000)
· Paul was praying for the CF’S at the church at Philippi. 

· That is because Paul knew things happen when we pray.
· He knew they were doing “church” and their lives RIGHT!

· But in this prayer he prays for MORE good things to be happening in and through their lives.
· Paul knew that spiritual and practical discernment was CRITICAL in their everyday lives.

· Making the right decisions and choices would determine how useful they would be in the Kingdom of God.
T Phil 1:9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight (discernment in NKJV) 

· We learned last week this is a great prayer to pray for others and in turn have them pray it for you.

· Insight speaks of moral perception, discernment and the practical application of knowledge. 

Pray _____ would GROW in discernment – know what is BEST
Phil 1:10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 

· Discern, approve – means to test, assay or examine.

· Paul is praying for the people to be able to examine things and approve them ONLY if they pass the test.

· Not what is bad but what is best among all the good things.

· Know what is REALLY important.

The decisions we make today turn around and make us tomorrow
· All parents should be praying this prayer for their children and grandchildren.

· There are SO many choices in life – in every area of life.

· We need to know the difference between good and bad, right and wrong; true and false BUT also we need to be able to differentiate between the good and the best.

Someone has said that the good is the enemy of the best.
1 Cor 10:23 (NLT) You say, “I am allowed to do anything”—but not everything is good for you. You say, “I am allowed to do anything”—but not everything is beneficial.


· Paul prays for a growing love that is filled with discernment.
· Remember as we mature in Christ we think more about the KOG and others.

· What is the BEST decision to make for the KOG and for others?
· Two areas to grow in regarding the BEST.
T Hebrews 5:11 We have much to say about this, but it is hard to explain because you are slow to learn. 

Hebrews 5:12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 

Hebrews 5:13 Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. 

Hebrews 5:14 But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil. 

Constant use = habit, practice
Problem: No maturity - little spiritual discernment – don’t know how to do life right

Solution: Put into practice what you are learning

“To know and not to do is not to know at all”
GROW in moral discernment – make Godly decisions
· We must EXERCISE the word of God in our daily lives.

· The Bible is not just for our information but our transformation.

· Exercising the word of God brings spiritual discernment. 

· A person becomes a mature CF not only by gaining information, which is foundational, but also by using that information to make decisions in harmony with God’s will.
· Know WHAT the Bible says about the decisions we are facing.
· Asking what is the BEST decision is a MARK of MATURITY.
T Ephesians 5:15-17 (NLT) So be careful how you live. Don’t live like fools, but like those who are wise. Make the most of every opportunity in these evil days. Don’t act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants you to do.

· Many CF’S get sidelined with pursuits that really simply waste time.

· Paul is praying for the Philippians to know and use their TIME BEST.


GROW in time discernment – use time wisely
· (NKJV- redeem the time) The word means to buy up the time. 
· All of us have the same amount of time as a gift from God.

· The key: How will we use that time.

· Buy up every opportunity that we have of making our lives count for things that are eternal.  

· We need to be redeeming the time, buying up opportunities to lay up for ourselves treasures in heaven.

· One day God will judge us in regard to our gifting and our use of HIS time.


The most valuable resource God gives us is time.
Remember the 3 things that really matter in life; God, people, our time
· How many years do you and I have left to impact our world for Christ?

· I want the wisdom to know how BEST to use MY TIME.

· I know that you want the very same thing in your life.

· Time with God, time with family and friends, time using my spiritual gifts to impact the world for Christ.

Col 4:5 (NLT) Live wisely among those who are not believers, and make the most of every opportunity.


· Our time is not just about US and the use of our time for our agendas.

· Paul reminds us that lost people matter to God and that they must matter to us.

· Jesus taught the disciples how to discern between the important and the urgent.

Illus: flying back from Pastor’s Conference – 2 men one of them Jewish.
PP: # 3 GAP God’s potential for us and our actual performance  

 

The gap is lack of living UHI  

Remember God fills us with the HS to be bold witnesses 
Testimony

PP: Brett FULL SCREEN

On mission

Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost." 

On message

Romans 1:16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 

· One my flight out to California, no door was open, both men had their ear buds in the whole flight – no open to talking.

· But on the flight back, God opened a door.

· I prayed for boldness and God helped me to use my time WISELY.

· I am not responsible for the outcome – God lovingly convicts as one plants, another one waters and then God gives the increase.

B Phil 1:10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 
PP: Pure; sincere (sin cera) = tested by the sunshine
· The people in Paul’s day understood this word perfectly.

· If a dishonest pottery maker carved too deeply into the marble, he would put wax in the cut to hide his mistake.  
· The only way to avoid being cheated was to put the pottery out in the hot sun which would melt the wax and prove that the unit was defective.  
· Thus honest sculptors would mark their genuine pottery with the words – sine cera – without wax.

· And eventually this phrase became our word SINCERE

Matt 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

· Jesus says blessed are the pure in HEART.  This immediately shows us WHAT Jesus is talking about. Jesus is concerned with the INNER person – the real you, the real me.
· Our heart is our control center where all the decisions of life are made.
· Jesus doesn’t say blessed are the sinless but those that are sincere and real.
· At the moment of salvation God cleanses our hearts from sin AND He puts a NEW heart in us that wants to live for God.
Pray _____ would GROW in purity and integrity – be real
· Paul PRAYS that these CF’S would be free from hypocrisy.

· We are people of integrity and single-minded commitment to God.

· We are to live transparent public and private lives. No double lives.

Integrity - being real means no cutting corners, complete honesty, no flaw in character, no hairline cracks in his heart, promises kept. 

"Integrity is doing the right thing, even when no one else is looking." 

· Let’s ask ourselves this question – Can I be trusted when no one is looking?

Psalms 78:72 And David shepherded them with integrity of heart; with skillful hands he led them. 

· Remember you are praying this prayer for your pastors and elders 

· Pastors, elders, parents, leaders, CF’S – be a person of honesty and character. 

Phil 1:10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 

· The word blameless or without offense refers to our relational integrity – how we interact with other people.
· In the original language it relates to NOT causing others to stumble.

· In others words CF’S are to live lives of true integrity that do not cause others to sin or stumble. Be real, be transparent.
· We are to be bold and yet loving and gentile in our dealing with believers and unbelievers.

· That lifestyle comes from a CLEAR conscience.
There are two reasons people don’t become CF’S.  

1. One is because they don’t know a CF.  

2. The other is because they DO know a CF. 

2 Cor 1:12 (NLT) We can say with confidence and a clear conscience that we have lived with a God-given holiness and sincerity in all our dealings…..

Illus: show the pillow 
· In most hotels today even mid priced hotels the beds have lots of pillows.

· At the Fairfield in Temecula, I had 4 pillows on my bed and Pastor Carl had 4 pillows on his bed.

· But unless you and I live with a CLEAR conscience – unless we are REAL; NO amount of pillows will give us a good night’s sleep.

· If we are NOT real, we are always living with guilt and worried that someone will discover the REAL us.  That is a horrible way to live.
Our conscience is like a compass
· If a compass is good, it will lead us to the right destination. But if a compass is faulty, we will quickly get off course.
· Since our human conscience gets its signals from the heart, it is only useful if our heart is pure, real and void of sin.

· Remember our conscience can be dulled, hardened, calloused.
A clear conscience makes a soft pillow  

R James 4:8 (NLT) Come close to God, and God will come close to you. Wash your hands, you sinners; purify your hearts, for your loyalty is divided between God and the world.


· Purity of heart and a clear conscience are related.

· Paul had no pillow in prison but every night he had a good sleep because Paul had a clear conscience. 

· Paul prays for the people at Philippi that they would be real, bold and yet kind and gentile with each other and the unbelievers.

Illus: show the vase

Be without wax – live an authentic godly lifestyle
· Like Paul we need to be praying for one another, that we will be REAL.

· Hypocrites continue to destroy our credibility, our witness.

· God is not asking us to be perfect and sinless but to be real.

· My prayer for me and for all of you - be a REAL CF!

Phil 1:10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 

Until – it is a lifestyle
Day of Christ – refers to the rapture and the Judgment Seat of Christ.

One day all CF’S will stand at the JSC and be judged for how we lived and used our time, talents and opportunities.

· There will be NOTHING hidden and everything will be tested by the SONLIGHT.

· Paul was praying for the people to live each day as through Jesus could return.

· Be real, be transparent, be expectant and be on mission and on message.

Altar Call

Romans 10:9-10 (NLT)
9 If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
10 For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by confessing with your mouth that you are saved.


Some of you here today, need to get REAL with God – YOU KNOW IT
· It is time to ask God to change your heart and clear your conscience.

· No religion, no program, no counsel and no self-discipline can change our hearts.

· Only GOD can change a heart.
· God loves you and wants you to spend eternity in Heaven with Him. 
· That is why He sent Jesus to die on a cross for your sins. 
· All of us were born with a sin nature and automatically separated from God.

· But God sent Jesus to pay for your sins.

· The next step is for you to respond to God who has been speaking to your heart all service.

· You need to admit your sins, ask God to forgive you and then receive Jesus personally into your heart.

· Then you will have a new heart and a clear conscience.

· This is the LIFESTYLE you have been looking for all your life.

