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Phil 3:12-14 Week 2 Straining forward into my future
PP: Car windshield and rear view mirror

· What does the future hold for you and me?

· What does the road of life look like in our future?

· Today Paul is going to remind us that the windshield of life is HUGE and the rear view mirror is SMALL.

· Paul is going to challenge us to look forward to OUR future with HOPE and EXCITEMENT.

T Philippians 3:13-14

13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 

14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

· After walking with God for many years, Paul says I have not arrived yet.  

· Paul was NOT satisfied in his spiritual growth and maturity.

· Paul wanted to keep growing and progressing spiritually.
· So he laid out for us 3 steps to continued spiritual progress

Step 1 - Forgetting (letting go of) my past
"To forget" = no longer influenced by or affected by our memories
Illus: Two suitcases and bungee cord (our minds)

Remember that the Bible tells us the battle is in our MINDS.

· We forget our past accomplishments – that lead to PRIDE and STAGNATION
· We forget our past sins, failures, guilt, shame and regrets that lead to DISCOURAGEMENT AND CONDEMNATION.
Louie Giglio: “Continuing to beat ourselves up over our failures does not honor Christ, who has already been beaten up for them”

· God designed our lives to be lived in freedom

· To live that life of freedom we must forget or let go of the past 

Phil 3:13 (Balmer) ….. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and I have done that so mission accomplished.  NOW I can do my thing.  I can live to please myself until God takes me to Heaven! 

Philippians 3:13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 

Step 2 – Straining forward into my future – spiritual maturity
· As Paul is continuing to forget his past (good and bad) he takes the next step by looking into HIS future.

· Paul refused to stand still – to become stagnant spiritually.

· Paul KNEW he would never be perfect but he wanted to continue to move forward in his spiritual maturity.

· Paul wanted to do ALL that GOD had planned for him. 
· To accomplish that Paul had to – go forward and follow Jesus
John 15:8 (NLT) When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings great glory to my Father.

Selah moment: 4 amounts of fruit; No fruit - fruit - more fruit – much fruit
· This is a picture of healthy growth – more useful, more productive, more like Jesus – MORE AND MORE.

· Paul understood the necessity of moving forward in his spiritual maturity.

· Paul knew that a growing CF made God look good.
C.S. Lewis: “When I invited Jesus in my life I thought he was going to put up some wallpaper and hang a few pictures.  But he started knocking out walls and adding on rooms.  I said, I was expecting a nice cottage.  But He said, I’m making a palace in which to live!”
Straining = stretching forward (continued effort – hard work)
· Why the word straining forward or stretching forward?
· Answer because CF’S have 3 enemies working against our spiritual maturity, our going forward to be more like Jesus.

· Life is not a playground but a battlefield.

Every day we contend with three powerful enemies: the world, the flesh, and the devil
The World: This is the way people normally think and act without reference to God or his word.   It refers to the "world system," which is hostile to God. The "world system" encourages living for personal gratification and putting our will above all else.

We strain forward against living with the world’s values
T Mark 4:14The farmer sows the word. 

Mark 4:18 Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; 

Mark 4:19 but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful. 

Mark 4:20 Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop — thirty, sixty or even a hundred times what was sown." 

Living with the world’s values makes us UNFRUITFUL
Illus: Small suitcase – travel light 

R Romans 12:2 (NLT) Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.
· Once again we see how the world wants us to THINK with its values – possessions, please, position and power.

· But God wants to transform our thinking from the WORD.
· Lynda and I were talking yesterday about how many people we have known that are no longer growing spiritually because of the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things.

· Don’t let the WORLD squeeze you into its mold – no growth

The Flesh: When we were saved, our spirit was made new but our old flesh our sin nature remained. Our sinful nature wants to be gratified; unrestrained sensual appetites.  Man wants to say NO WAY to God instead of WAY. Our human nature wants to REBEL instead of OBEY.

We strain forward against becoming spiritually contented and stagnant

T Hebrews 5:11-14
· Are you satisfied with your spiritual life right now? 
· Paul wasn’t and neither should you and I be satisfied.

· The more we learn about following Jesus, the more we realize there is so much more change needed.

· The enemy to spiritual growth is contentment and stagnation.

· The truth is that this is a HUGE problem in the church today.

Hebrews 5:11-14

11 We have much to say about this, but it is hard to explain because you are slow to learn. 

12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 

13 Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. 

14 But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil. 

Key phrase is BY THIS TIME.   (God, people and the use of our time)
· Paul says these CF’S are contented and stagnant – they lack spiritual maturity.

· Notice the key problem – didn’t really want to grow spiritually.
Problem: Slow to learn, dullness of hearing – little interest in the Word

· These CF had no real desire to hear spiritual truth.

· In fact their hunger and desire for the word was fading.

· They were unreceptive to correction and exhortation.

Hearing God through the Word is essential to spiritual maturity. 

· We cannot grow without hearing God speak to us through HIS word 

· If we want to grow and be healthy spiritually, we have to come in contact with God and HIS word on a regular basis. 
· There are NO quick fixes to spiritual growth. It is a steady, long term process that requires WORK.
R 2 Timothy 2:15 (NLT) Work hard so you can present yourself to God and receive his approval. Be a good worker, one who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly explains the word of truth.
· Work = to exert one’s self, to labor, to endeavor, to give diligence 
· Knowing God’s word requires personal discipline and TIME.
· God wants to speak to us – so that we can do life RIGHT
· God’s word trains us to do life right.
App: Thanks to thousands of you who ARE growing in your walk with God.  Thanks that you do love God’s word and it is alive in you and changing you.  I am proud of your increasing maturity.  I know that you are learning to do life right – awesome.

The Devil:  Satan is the one who continues to try and keep us living in the past.  Satan is the one who is lying to our minds that we are condemned and there is no use trying to move forward.  Satan also loves to tempt us to make excuses – to never take responsibility for our actions.
We strain forward against being irresponsible
Finish this statement: You can lead a horse to water but you cannot____
PP: picture and statement: You can lead a horse to water but you cannot (make him drink)
Let me ask you a huge question.

· Who is responsible for forgetting and letting go of my past?  Mark
· Who is responsible for straining forward in my future and growing spiritually  Mark  

PP: picture of new traffic signal

· Local drivers will see a new type of traffic signal popping up at intersections in Brevard County this summer -- a flashing yellow left-turn arrow.

· Who is going to be responsible to LEARN what this new traffic signal is all about - EACH DRIVER.

Knowledge brings responsibility
· But taking responsibility for our actions is often difficult.

· We want to “pass the buck” – when we pass the buck, web avoid taking responsibility by saying that someone else is responsible.

· The opposite of responsible is irresponsible 

Irresponsible people make excuses for not being responsible
Irresponsible people blame others for not being responsible
· It is interesting that most people are very RESPONSIBLE when it comes to the secular – our jobs, our work, our school.

· If a person is not responsible at work and school, they will NOT be successful.

But many people are irresponsible when it comes to their spiritual life
We work at our play, we play at our worship and we worship our work
Key Principle

· Pastors, elders and shepherds are designed by God to help people move from here to there (to the will of God)

· But ultimately they are not responsible for the person and their spiritual life – each person is responsible for their own life

· Each person will stand before God and give an answer for their own life.

App: Turn and say – I need to be a responsible person
· Paul realized that since he had not arrived, there was only one option open for him. He had to forget the past and move on. 
· He was challenging the CF’S are Philippi and YOU and ME to do the same.
B Philippians 3:13-14

13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 

14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

· Where is Paul when he is writing these verses – in PRISON?

· Yet he is not negative about his future but actually positive.

· Even though he is chained and restricted in his mind he is straining to move on in his walk with God.

· Paul looks out the windshield of life and he is optimistic.

We strain forward against being negative and pessimistic
Paul was an optimist – What is an optimist?

· Optimism is the belief that good ultimately prevails over evil.
· It is the tendency to look at life and the future with HOPE.

· It is the belief that things will be better

God, Jesus and the Bible are optimistic – are you?
· Jesus was optimistic about the church, his followers and He is optimistic about each of us.

· Jesus stated the church will never fail

· Jesus stated that his followers would change their world

· Jesus stated that He is at work in each of us today to finish what he started.

· Jesus had hope for us here and now and in the future.

· Think about it – when we die we are going to spend eternity in Heaven – WE WIN

Paul chose to look at HIS future as positive.
· Paul chose to look to the future with excitement even though physically he was in chains.
· Paul chose to GO forward by straining to what was ahead.

· We MUST also choose to be positive and live with optimism.

Illus: Here is a picture of Dr. David Livingstone, pioneer medical missionary to Africa. When he returned to Great Britain, he was asked, “Where do you want to go now?” His answer was immediate: “I am ready to go anywhere provided it be forward.” 

A CF is not controlled by their past but rather purses spiritual growth by looking toward the future.
· Today God has knocked out some walls in our lives

· Today God has started to add some rooms in our lives

· God wants to make your life new and useful.

· Remember that forgetting and straining at continuous needed - a lifestyle of forgetting and a lifestyle of continuing to strain forward.

· God has an amazing future waiting for each of us 

· The key is to keep our heart and head going FORWARD and good things will happen.

PP: Let’s go FORWARD with God

Look at life through the HUGE windshield and not in the SMALL rear-view mirror.
· Let’s allow God to give us new vision

· Let’s be ready to go anywhere as long as it is forward and we are following God’s leading

