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Phil 1:3-5 Joyful praying

On this Mother’s day weekend, I have good news for all women.

What would be one of the top prayers that you women would want God to answer? You want a man that is STRONG but also SENSITIVE.  Well God has heard you and here is the answer to your prayer.

PP: Forget Viagra, Scientists develop what women really want – a nasal spray to make men cuddle more.

Scientists have created a spray that makes men more caring, affectionate and in tune with others' feelings. 
Just a puff or two and even the most macho of males is as sensitive as a woman. 
The spray is based on oxytocin - a hormone naturally made in the body and involved in sex, sexual attraction, trust and confidence. 
In spray form, this 'cuddle chemical' can make a man feel like a woman.
· Today Paul introduces us to the JOYS of praying.
· For many joy and praying is like an oxymoron; two words that do not go together. But Paul makes these two words fit perfectly.

· Paul knew the history of the early church in the book of Acts.  One key factor was they "continued steadfastly...in prayers" (Acts 2:42).

· Paul knew that Jesus taught that prayer changes things and people.

T Matthew 7:7-11

7 "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 

8 For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. 

9 "Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 

10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 

11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! 

At the heart of every good relationship is effective communication.
Prayer is simply two way communication between God and man
· Praying is not a duty or an obligation but a privilege and an opportunity.
· We GET to talk to God at ANYTIME, about ANYTHING and from ANYWHERE.

· We GET to present our needs to the all knowing and all powerful God.

· We GET to pray for others and their needs 

Joyful praying is personally fulfilling
T Phil 1:3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 

· Paul is sitting in a Roman prison and writing a letter to the people he met 10 years ago in the city of Philippi.
· Paul took time to stop and think about God
· Then Paul thought about the people he knew back at this church.

· Since Paul couldn’t be there, he was writing a letter to encourage them.

Three things that REALLY matter in life: God, people and our time.
Paul begins by expressing his gratitude for all that the Philippian believers meant to him. He remembered his friends—and his memory led him to give thanks to God
R Phil 1:3 (NLT) Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God.

· Paul thinks back to the kindness of the 3 key incidents on his arrival in this Greek town, Philippi.

· Last week we learned how God allowed Paul to change the lives of Lydia and her household and free a young demon possessed young lady.

· By giving thanks to God we please God.

Joyful praying pleases God

On this Mother’s day, I stop and give thanks to God for a praying mother.
I remember many times coming home as a teenager and hearing my mother behind a closed door praying for my brother and me.

This joyful attitude of prayer and praise was a habit in Paul’s life.

Let’s go back to the 3rd incident that Paul THANKS God for in his prayers.

T Acts 16:22

· Right after Paul’s prayer and exorcism, this young girl was freed from her demons and thus not useful anymore to her owners.

· They got the whole community in an uproar and look at the result of doing good and freeing a person from Satan.

Acts 16:22 The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be stripped and beaten. 

Acts 16:23 After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. 

Acts 16:24 Upon receiving such orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.

· Paul and Silas were severely beaten and thrown into prison.

· The prison was terrible, dark, cold, no fresh air and probably rat infested.

· To make matters worse – their feet were put into these stocks….instruments of torture that spread your legs and allowed No comfort at all.

Acts 16:25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God………….. 

· Verse 25 is one of the key verses in the Bible.  
· It highlights clearly the difference between happiness and joy for the CF.

· The night before they were in a 5 Star wealthy home but now they are in -5 STAR horrible jail cell.
· What was going through their minds?

· God what is up with this – we follow your will, see lives changed supernaturally but these are really bad CIRCUMSTANCES.
This would have been a perfect time for Paul and Silas to sing a sad county song. But instead of complaining and be negative and critical, Paul and Silas are praying and SINGING praises to God.
What do you think they were singing?
PP: Ethyl Waters – His eye is on the Sparrow

I sing because I’m happy,
I sing because I’m free,
For His eye is on the sparrow,
And I know He watches me.
Joyful praying and singing changes ME
Acts 16:25 ……and the other prisoners were listening to them. 

Can you picture the scene? - A praise service going on in a Roman prison with the other prisoners attentively listening to every word.

· Their singing and praising God made a huge impact on the other prisoners.
· Why aren’t these guys praying to their “God” to free them?

· We need to understand that PEOPLE are watching our lives.

· Since EVERYBODY goes through TOUGH times, unbelievers want to know - are we real and how do we handle TOUGH times in our lives?

Joyful praying impacts others (unbelievers)
LATER in Phil Paul tells us that he had LEARNED to be content and even joyful because he knew God would work out all the details for good.
Acts 16:26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody’s chains came loose. 

Illus: you were born for this - Paul and Silas were so involved in praying and singing that they didn’t “sense” the nudge from God. God was saying, there is an open door coming. So God gave them a nudge that they could sense – an earthquake.

· God had been watching and listening ALSO!  
God answers our prayers in His way and in His timing
3 Supernatural miracles – doors opened, chains fell off everyone yet no one escaped.
Acts 16:27 The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. 

· The jailer was awakened by the earthquake and saw the prison doors opened and KNEW that all the prisoners would be gone, so he got ready to kill himself rather than face his superiors killing him.

· The jailer is without ANY HOPE.
Acts 16:28 But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!”

Acts 16:29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 

Acts 16:30 He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”

When God opens a door – JOYFULLY walk through it
· God loves to bring us in contact with HOPELESS people.

· This jailer had heard about all the changed lives in town since Paul and Silas had arrived

· He asks LIFE’S most important question - what must I do to be saved.

Acts 16:31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” 
· Paul and Silas answer – just believe in God– NO; you must believe in Jesus because Jesus is the only way to get your sins forgiven and have a relationship with God.
Believe is an active verb – trust that produces obedience – an ongoing relationship
Acts 16:32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. 

· The jailer’s family had been watching the whole thing.

· They had an interest in having their lives changed also.

· In a short time, Paul was able to explain the way of salvation by God’s word.

Each family member had to make the choice to believe for themselves.

Acts 16:33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family were baptized. 

· Everyone that Jesus called, he called publicly. 

Acts 16:34 The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole family.

Real conversion brings real change
1. They had compassion, practical love in action

2. Open heart – open home

3. They had joy –their sins were removed. Christ was living inside of them

NOW Paul and Silas KNEW why God had allowed them to suffer pain.
Think about the great mixture of people at the start of this new church – a rich business woman from “Turkey”, a young demon free Greek slave girl, and now a Roman soldier and his family.  What a beautiful picture of God’s love for the whole world.

B Phil 1:4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy.

The word for “prayers” here is really intercession.

Intercessory prayer = praying for the needs of others, and seeking God's will for their life.
· Paul is teaching us not to limit praying for just our own concerns.

· Don’t be selfish; pray for the needs of others.

How would you feel knowing that people were praying for YOU?
People praying for us makes us feel loved, confident and encouraged.
Phil 1:5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 

Paul says every time I think of you, I thank God for you and pray for you.

You have been “family” to me (partners in sharing the gospel) from the very first day we shared the good news of Jesus with you.
· Paul remembers these early CF’S in Philippi and how they were eager to hear the gospel and accept Jesus RIGHT FROM THE START.

· That brought joy and happiness to his heart.

· Then Paul tells them I AM PRAYING FOR YOU.
· Physical distance never impedes powerful prayers.

· I am praying that you will CONTINUE to be consistent in your faith, keep growing to be more like Jesus and continue to have a passion for the lost.

Joyful praying impacts other CF’S
Who are you praying for on a regular basis?
You need to know that the pastors and elders of this church are praying for you – at all of our campuses.
· We are so thankful for the fellowship and family we have here at CCM.

· As you go throughout our communities, look for the red bracelets, introduce yourselves and pray a simple prayer for each other.
· These prayers are good for you and for the other CF.

· But also remember that there are more than 2 billion people who need to hear the good news.

· PRAY for opportunities, for God to “nudge” so you can share your faith.

· Where is Paul as he is writing the book of Philippians? He is in prison again and will be there for two years.

· This time there will be no earthquake but Paul is JOYFULLY praying and thanking God for the people and their friendship.

PP: picture of prison like the one Paul and Silas were in at Philippi.

· Some of you here today feel as though you are in a prison – a prison of difficult circumstances.

1. The prison of pain, sickness and suffering

2. The prison of defeat, loss of job, persecution or divorce.

3. The prison of discovering things are not going the way we planned.

REMEMBER that Paul and Silas prayed and sang BEFORE the earthquake

They were not HAPPY but they still had joy
· Are you like Paul and Silas, JOYFULLY praying right where you are?

· Are you JOYFULLY singing RIGHT WHERE God has placed YOU?
· The Bible tells us that we can praise God even in the difficult times of life because we know He is in control.

· God will orchestrate all things EVENTUALLY for good. Joy will come in the morning
Matt 11:7 – Keep on asking and it will be given to you, keep on seeking and you will find and keep on knocking and the door will be opened to you.
Have YOU ever asked LIFE’S most important question - what must I do to be saved?
Have you repented and believed?
Have you ever experienced the joy of being forgiven and knowing that you will spend forever in Heaven with God?
Close
Close with SONG (all campuses will use their own band)

Blessed be the name of the Lord and sing JOYFULLY.

Thank God for all HE has done and in doing in your life.
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