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Unlimited opportunities part 14  t Eph 3:20-21
PP: The Twelve Apostles are huge limestone rock formations separated from the cliff shore by the action of wind and waves.  You will see them at Port Campbell National Park, Victoria, Australia
In our Bible study we will see God uses 12 STONES for a very important reason and we will learn that STONES have a great application for us as well.
Review 
· Joshua was leading 2 million plus Jews into the Promise Land – the land of Israel.  But first they had to cross the Jordan River which was at flood stage and impossible to cross.

· But God was once again going to prove that nothing was impossible with Him. The people needed to simply obey and step out in faith to follow Him. So God instructed Joshua how to proceed.

· The priests went to the edge of the water carrying the Ark of the Covenant which represented the presence of God.

· WHEN their feet touched the water God supernaturally blocked the water upstream and the waters piled up into a heap and the water left in the river bed immediately emptied downstream into the Dead Sea.

· The priests walked to the middle of the riverbed and stayed there while all Israel crossed over on dry ground.

T Joshua 4

1 When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the Lord said to Joshua, 

2 "Choose twelve men from among the people, one from each tribe, 

3 and tell them to take up twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan from right where the priests stood and to carry them over with you and put them down at the place where you stay tonight." 

4 So Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the Israelites, one from each tribe, 

5 and said to them, "Go over before the ark of the Lord your God into the middle of the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, 

God instructed twelve men (one man from every tribe) each to carry one stone from the Jordan and place it at Gilgal where they would camp for the first time in the PL.  WHY?
6 to serve as a sign among you. In the future, when your children ask you, 'What do these stones mean?' 

7 tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord. When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. These stones are to be a memorial to the people of Israel forever." 

PP:  If those stones could talk- what would they say? (about God, the Jordan River and this amazing miracle)
The ancient Israelites constructed their monument of stone to mark an important event in their history. These 12 stones were a reminder of God working in their lives.
· Well we know that the stones didn’t really talk but God designed them to SPEAK volumes about HIS power and presence.
· But why was God involving the parents?
Talking Stones – a mother’s; a father’s history with God
B 6 …. In the future, when your children ask (their Sunday School teacher) - 'What do these stones mean?'
No – when your children ask you – their parents.

· God has always delegated to the parents the total care of THEIR children – body, soul and spirit.

· Before there was a school, a church or a government God designed the home.

Joshua 4:6 (NKJV) ….‘What do these stones mean to you?’

App: Let’s say as a parent or grandparent you know that you are going to die within 3 months.

1. What lessons would you transmit to your children or grandchildren?

2. What principles have YOU learned from following God?

3. Whether your children were young, students or even married what would YOU share with then about GOD in YOUR life?

T Joshua 4:21 He said to the Israelites, "In the future when your descendants ask their fathers, 'What do these stones mean?' 

22 tell them, 'Israel crossed the Jordan on dry ground.' 

FUTURE- These stones would become a teaching tool for the succeeding generations.  

· We often FORGET about the goodness of God. So God was saying – remember NOT to forget me.

· Why would God repeat that the parents are to be the teaching tool to their children?  God was EMPHASIZING the importance of this principle.

God wants the NEXT generation to know Him
Psalm 78:4 (NLT) We will not hide these truths from our children; we will tell the next generation about the glorious deeds of the Lord, about his power and his mighty wonders.


App: Today these TALKING STONES are going to speak 6 principles that we need to teach our children and grandchildren.  There are actually hundreds we could share but today only 6.
HOW do we teach these principles?
2 PP: Parents: Teach by your words, your attitude and your lifestyle
· Lynda as a grandma.  DOING crafts with our grandchildren (Sabrina, then Haley and Heath).
· We are to share our personal stories of God’s care for each of us.
  
Key: a parent cannot pass on what they have not personally experienced

B 8 So the Israelites did as Joshua commanded them. They took twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, as the Lord had told Joshua; and they carried them over with them to their camp, where they put them down. 

Talking Stone 1 - Life is all about God (not you)
· The sooner we learn this key the better.

App: Turn to your neighbor and say – life is all about God

· Life does not revolve around us but around the God who created us.

· God is to be in the center of our lives.  Everything is to revolve around God.

Eph 1:11 (Msg) It's in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are living for. Long before we first heard of Christ and got our hopes up, he had his eye on us, had designs on us for glorious living, part of the overall purpose he is working out in everything and everyone.
· The parents and their children are ALIVE and IN the PL because of GOD.

· Take God out of their lives and they have nothing and are going NOWHERE.
· We need to remind our children that the purpose of life is all about God and HIS purposes for them.

Talking Stone 2 - God will keep His word (listen and obey)
· How did the people get safely and successfully to the PL?
· They listened to God’s instructions and obeyed Him.

· How did you get to where you are today – by listening and obeying God!
T Deuteronomy 6:6-9

6 These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 

7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 

8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 

9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 

Teach them the WORD
· We are reminded again to pass on our faith in God.  

· A faith that affects our daily lifestyle – everything we say and do.

Billy Graham "Children will invariably talk, eat, walk, think, respond, and act like their parents. Give them a target to shoot at. Give them a goal to work toward. Give them a pattern that they can see clearly, and you give them something that gold and silver cannot buy."

Teach them by taking TIME with them
· Teaching requires TIME.  

· Don’t be an ABSENTEE parent who is living in the same home as their children but not investing TIME in them.

Teach them by encouraging them
· Children need to be loved and encouraged.

· Children need parents who have a positive outlook on life.
· Spent time encouraging and building up your children

· Spend time with your children having fun - making memories.

4 PP: last night at family FIGHT night

B Joshua 4:9 Joshua set up the twelve stones that had been in the middle of the Jordan at the spot where the priests who carried the Ark of the Covenant had stood. And they are there to this day. 

· Later when the water receded, these 12 stones in the water could easily be seen. What did these stones say to the people and their children? 

Talking Stone 3 – Life is not easy but God is good (nothing is impossible)
· Our children need to understand that because of sin and our choices, life is not easy.

· The Bible reminds us over and over that we will face storms, difficulties and trials in life.

· But the stones in the river SHOUT – God is faithful and he will bring us through whatever we face in life.

· The people had crossed on dry ground – impossible for them but not impossible for God.

· This reminds us to teach each our children and grandchildren that God is FOR them and not against them 

Those parents as well as you and I can also share this truth: 
Waiting on God is NOT easy – but essential
· They had to look at the ragging Jordan River for 3 days BEFORE God said let’s go to the other side.

· Waiting builds up our FAITH in God and His promises.

· They need to know that faith that isn’t tested cannot be trusted.

· God is pleased when we take steps of faith – sometimes it requires radical steps of faith.

Joshua 4:15 Then the Lord said to Joshua, 

16 "Command the priests carrying the ark of the Testimony to come up out of the Jordan." 

17 So Joshua commanded the priests, "Come up out of the Jordan." 

18 And the priests came up out of the river carrying the ark of the covenant of the Lord. No sooner had they set their feet on the dry ground than the waters of the Jordan returned to their place and ran at flood stage as before. 

Talking Stone 4 - God will lead you (follow 24/7)
· It is amazing to know that EVERYDAY God wants to direct our lives.

· Only He knows the future and our future

· Only He knows what is best for me.

· Amazing that God is interested in the details of my life.

· When Jesus went back to Heaven, he didn’t leave his disciples alone.  

· God sent the Holy Spirit to direct their lives – their everyday lives.

· Here in our true story God says to Joshua – it is time to have the priest come out of the water.  Everybody is safely on the shore.

· What if there is no direction from God – the priest would have drowned in the deep water that was immediately going to flow again.

· God knows what HE is doing – we need to obey HIS direction.
Psalms 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 
1. God will direct us

2. God’s path is always best

3. God direction always includes His timing

Recent email - I just wanted to share something that my Grandmother gave me many years ago. As far back as I can remember Grandma really loved the Lord. I spent a lot of time with her growing up as a child and also as a young adult. 
One time during a visit, Grandma gave me her bible and then wrote a note in her shaky handwriting: "Good morning God, this is your day. I am your child, please show me the way." 
Then she told me that if I started each day with this prayer, God would direct my path. That was 17 years ago and I still have that note, I still use her bible, and I still wake up each morning with this prayer. My Grandma has passed away now but her love for our Lord lives in me and I've passed it on to my children. 
Soon I will have the opportunity to share that truth with our new grandchild. I know by experience that everything is much better in God's hands and not my own. 
19 On the tenth day of the first month the people went up from the Jordan and camped at Gilgal on the eastern border of Jericho. 

20 And Joshua set up at Gilgal the twelve stones they had taken out of the Jordan. 

21 He said to the Israelites, "In the future when your descendants ask their fathers, 'What do these stones mean?' 

22 tell them, 'Israel crossed the Jordan on dry ground.' 

23 For the Lord your God dried up the Jordan before you until you had crossed over. The Lord your God did to the Jordan just what he had done to the Red Sea when he dried it up before us until we had crossed over. 

What did these 12 stones on the land at Gilgal say to the people and their children?
Talking Stone 5 - God will provide for you and never leave you
· Even though the last 40 years HAD been difficult for the people and their children, God had never left them.
· God had provided manna 6 days a week, water to drink and supernaturally their clothes did not wear out.

· NOW they are in the PL – just as God had promised.

· The days ahead would be filled with WARFARE – spiritual and physical.

· But the battle was not theirs but God. God would provide.

Where God guides, God provides
Phil 4:19 (NKJV) And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 
· We can trust God to keep ALL His promises.

· How important to KNOW that wherever we God – God is with us.

· How wonderful to KNOW that the same God that has provided for Lynda and me for 45 years will provide for our children and grandchildren as well.

· Not just physically but spiritually too.

R Acts 2:39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off — for all whom the Lord our God will call." 

PP: Blue Bracelet     Our God provides, believe, enjoy
· God was in control of everything we read today.

· God told the priests when to enter the Jordan River, where to stand and when to exit the Jordan River

· God told the water when to stop flowing and then when to start flowing again.

· God had done it before at the Red Sea.

· God knows what He is doing – we can trust him, believe in him and enjoy doing life with Him.

No lack, no fear, no excuses, few regrets, unlimited opportunities

God wants unlimited opportunities for OUR NEXT GENERATION

· We don’t remember the past great works of God so that we can live in a dreamland of the past, thinking that the best days of our Christian lives are behind us   NO
· We remember them as a point of faith, so we can trust God for greater  works and greater opportunities in the future, because we have EXPERIENCED the faithfulness and the greatness of OUR God 

24 He did this so that all the peoples of the earth might know that the hand of the Lord is powerful and so that you might always fear the Lord your God." 

Talking Stone 6 – God wants a personal relationship with everyone

Here we see the BIG PICTURE
· The next generation of these Jewish parents needed to understand the heart of God.
· These stones shouted to the pagan world living inside the PL – God wanted to be THEIR God.
· They needed to turn from following their own wisdom and their own dead Gods and begin to follow the ONE true living God who loved them.
· We know that God loves the entire world (John 3:16). 
· We know in the end, people from every tribe and people group of the earth will come to a genuine faith in Him in heaven with Him (Rev. 7:9-10).

Illus: These stones SHOUT to us today as well.
Don’t forget God - don’t forget the God that created you.
Don’t forget that you cannot do life successfully unless you have a personal relationship with God.
Do YOU have a personal relationship with the ONE true LIVING GOD?
· God knows that people will live forever either with Him in Heaven or separated from Him in Hell.

· God knows that OUR children and grandchildren will live forever somewhere.
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