“Knowing Who I Am”  2 Corinthians 5:17
Pastor Dave Folkerts, CCM May 29 & 30, 2010 
Memorial Day - Honor those who are veterans or currently serving our country
Turn to 2 Corinthians 5:17

Opening – Story of old man traveling to the US from Europe on ocean liner
· Importance of knowing what has been paid for. Do we really understand what Christ has done for us? 
2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!
Many translations say “old things…new things”

· Satan doesn’t want us to know who we are as a new creation

· Don’t become a better person, become a different person

· Satan wants us to compare ourselves with others:

· Those better than us – to make us insecure, inferior

· Those worst than us – then we can become prideful, self confident

· Don’t draw your security from job, money, home equity, 401K, others
Types of People Here Today:

A. Saved and sure
B. Saved and not sure

C. Not saved but you think you are

D. Not saved and you know it

Problem: Many of us who are saved don’t really know who we are in Christ. We are not living up to our potential. 
Before becoming a Christ-follower:
Romans 3:10-12 As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.”
· There is so much more listed. It isn’t a pretty picture.
Romans 3: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

New screen

Isaiah 64:6 All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away.
· Talk about the difference between: Self- Esteem vs. God-Esteem 
· Pride, we all know what that looks like, but really insecurity and inferiority are forms of pride. Thinking too much about our self.

· Today we will look at 4 of the many aspects of “Who we are in Christ”
Who I am in Christ?

Forgiveness  ( Family ( Freedom ( Future
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1. In Christ I am totally forgiven and cleansed from all sin
Colossians 2:13-14 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; He took it away, nailing it to the cross. 
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Ephesians 1:7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 
· Security fallacies: If we do a lot of good works we can think that God owes us, if we do a lot of bad then we think we owe God.

· Remembers them no more – Hebrews 10:17
· Removes them as far as the east is from the west – Ps 103:12
· "Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool – Is 1:18

· Doesn’t just cover them, removes them – Acts 3:19
· Etch-a-sketch analogy

· What about when we sin after being born again.  
1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
Romans 8:1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,
· Walk secure, hold your head up high – Your sins are forgiven. But Satan has influence over you if you still feel shame and guilt.
· We don’t forgive ourselves, we walk in His forgiveness
2. In Christ, we are in the family of God
Turn to: John 8
· Forgiveness  ( Family
· We have switched fathers. 

· Some of you may not have had good family upbringings or relationships with a dad or mom

· In Christ we switch spiritual fathers, switch families, privileges and responsibilities
· We belong, He will never leave us or forsake us

Turn to: John 8:42-44 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I came from God and now am here. I have not come on My own; but He sent me. 43 Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.
Satan’s methods:

· Lies
· Accuses
· Condemns
Satan attacks our soul:

· Mind

· Will 
· Emotions
· So he can try and stop our relationship with God and our body from serving
Romans 8:15-17 For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by Him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in His glory.
· If we feel rejected or fearful, not a part of the family, then we run, hide and hold back

· Satan wants us to feel like God doesn’t want us, He loves others more, He is mad at us

· If our focus is inward we won’t focus on upward and outward.
Turn to: John 1:12-13 Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God — children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.

· Feel secure, you are in an incredible family
· Connect with other family members!
3. In Christ, we are free from the power of sin and free to accomplish His purpose
· You always have a choice; but we are no longer slaves to sin. Slaves do things because they are not in control.
· Forgiveness  ( Family ( Freedom
Turn to John 8:34-36 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 
· Some only focus on the freedom from sin, however, we are free so we can serve God, fulfill His purpose for our lives and give him glory
· We are free from sin’s power over us, and free in God’s family

· Our family is treated differently than our guests
Galatians 5:1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
· Satan wants to enslave us again through temptations and appeals to our fleshly sinful nature. DO NOT GO BACK TO THE WORLD!
Galatians 5: 13 You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.
1 Peter 2:16 Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God.
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4. In Christ, we have a future to look forward to here and in Heaven
Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
· Forgiveness  ( Family ( Freedom ( Future
· What is our goal as Christ-followers?  Heaven or Conformed into His likenes (Rom 8:29)
John 3:35-36 The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in His hands. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him.”
Philippians 3:20-21 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ,
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1 John 5:13-14 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 

· God wants us to know we have eternal life. Not a big mystery waiting until we see St. Peter…
· We need confidence, security. Come boldly or with confidence into His presence (Hebrews 4:16)
· Some don’t have a certain date that they can go to and say this is the date. That is OK, are you following Jesus? In relationship with Him? That is what is important.
· What if we don’t feel these things? What if our mind is telling us something different?

2 Corinthians 10:5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.
· I have some scriptures for you to print off on the web. Titled “I Choose to Believe” (sheet at the end)
Turn back to: 2 Corinthians 5
God’s Purpose for us: He wants us secure in Him so we can enjoy our relationship with Him and accomplish His will.
2 Corinthians 5: 17-21 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
· Reconcile = restore to friendship or harmony. To reestablish a close relationship.

· Reconciliation takes two.

· Not sure we can do what He asks of us if we don’t know who we are in Christ.

Review and Prayer:

· Are you living to serve or living to be served?

Who am I in Christ?

1. Forgiven

2. Family

3. Free

4. Future

Forgiveness  ( Family ( Freedom ( Future
After I pray turn it over to the campuses

I choose to believe…

Romans 8:1 “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,”

1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

1 John 4:4 “You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.”

Philippians 4:13 “I can do everything through Him who gives me strength.”

Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

Romans 8:31 “What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us?”

2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”

2 Corinthians 5:21 “God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”

Romans 5:8 “But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

Romans 8:37 “No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.”

Isaiah 40:31 “…but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”

Psalm 34:4-5 “I sought the LORD, and He answered me; He delivered me from all my fears. Those who look to Him are radiant; their faces are never covered with shame.”

Romans 8:28 “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.”

2 Timothy 1:7 “For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.”

Philippians 1:6 “…being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”

John 1:12-13 Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God — children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.

All scriptures are from the New International Version of the Bible

