




Acts 26
“The Defense of a Changed Life” 
· Memorial Day/Honor military members: Active Duty, Reserve, Retired, and Veterans.
Intro: (Picture of Amphitheater in Caesarea) Here we find Paul standing before King Agrippa for examination.  The examination was so that they might clearly understand the accusations that the Jews were bringing against Paul… before they sent him to Rome to appear before Caesar.     
Acts 26:1 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak for yourself.” So Paul motioned with his hand and began his defense…”
· APP: Be ready to defend the faith (To speak the truth of the Gospel from a place of personal experience)  


· “began his defense”: He began to speak on his own behalf…  no one else was there to help him out… he couldn’t phone a friend… Paul began his defense of the change that took place in his life when Jesus Christ came into his life.  

· 1 Peter 3:15 “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect…”

· Jude 3 “Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt compelled to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s holy people.”
· Paul motioned with his hand…  Perhaps he kind of picked up this Roman gesture…  (Have everyone do it)   
Acts 26:2-3 “King Agrippa, I consider myself fortunate to stand before you today as I make my defense against all the accusations of the Jews, 3 and especially so because you are well acquainted with all the Jewish customs and controversies. Therefore, I beg you to listen to me patiently.”
· Paul says that he considers himself fortunate, or “happy” (NKJV) to be in this situation.


· APP: What is my attitude when given opportunities to share the gospel?

· Be happy to defend the faith


· Agrippa was a real student of Jewish law and customs.

· He was recognized for his understanding of the Jewish religion.

· Paul considers himself fortunate or “happy” to stand before him.

Acts 26:4“The Jewish people all know the way I have lived ever since I was a child, from the beginning of my life in my own country, and also in Jerusalem.
· APP: As a Jewish person, what is Paul saying?  He’s saying that “When I met Jesus, it was not so much “conversion” as it was “completeness” that I experienced.” 
Acts 26:5 “They have known me for a long time and can testify if they are willing, that I conformed to the strictest sect of our religion, living as a Pharisee.”
· Philippians 3:4-6 “If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless.”

· Pharisees were the most orthodox of the orthodox… they were the radicals. 
 
· All the religious customs and traditions had to be perfect for the Pharisee.

· What Paul is sharing with Agrippa is the fact that there was an undeniable change that took place in his life.

· APP: For those of us who have come to Jesus Christ for salvation, we have experienced that change.    
Acts 26:6 “And now it is because of my hope in what God has promised our ancestors that I am on trial today.”
· The “hope” is referring to Jesus.  Jesus the Messiah.


· Be willing to defend what’s important 
Major in the majors and minor in the minors

· Paul is saying that “because I hope in the promises that were made to our ancestors is the reason why I am being judged”.

· Interesting… Paul knew that Agrippa was familiar with these promises.  He brings Agrippa right to these promises that God had made about Jesus Christ.

· Paul is proclaiming that Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is the fulfillment of the promises given to Israel concerning a Savior King.  (Ps. 2:7; 16:10; Is. 25:8; 26:19; 55:3; Ez. 37:11-14; Dan. 12:1-2; Hosea 6:1-2)

Acts 26:7-8 “This is the promise our twelve tribes are hoping to see fulfilled as they earnestly serve God day and night. King Agrippa, it is because of this hope that these Jews are accusing me. 8 Why should any of you consider it incredible that God raises the dead?” 
· Paul was praying and looking for a way to lead King Agrippa to Jesus Christ for salvation.  Imagine the influence Agrippa could have been for Jesus Christ…?


· APP: As CF’s, all of us are people of influence.  God has deliberately given you a specific connection or platform to share Jesus Christ.
   
· Illustration: (November 1999/Preaching in Basic Training bay at night)

· Paul draws Agrippa in by saying, “Why should any of you consider it incredible that God raises the dead?”

· In other words, “Once a person admits that God is real and that He is all powerful, why should that person think that the resurrection of Jesus is unbelievable?” 

· APP: Most people’s concept of God is too small… too limited.  We believe that God has the power to do what is in His Word, but we struggle with whether or not He is willing.  And so because we’re not sure if He’s willing, our faith and expectancy for the miraculous and the supernatural power of God takes a back seat to doubt, unbelief and faithlessness.      

· Many people have their own concept of God based upon their ideas… and whenever man creates a god, he creates him too small.  We often carry over our human restrictions and limitations to our concept of God.  So when it comes to the resurrection of Jesus, there’s skepticism, look at what the book of Hebrews says…  

· Hebrews 1:3 “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.”

· APP: What are you facing today that seems impossible?  God has the power to supply everything that is good for you in your life!


· Romans 8:32 “He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?” 
 
· Because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, you and I can believe that nothing is too difficult for God! 
Acts 26:9-10 “I too was convinced that I ought to do all that was possible to oppose the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 And that is just what I did in Jerusalem. On the authority of the chief priests I put many of the Lord’s people in prison, and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against them.”
· So as Paul was a member of the Sanhedrin, he would vote against the Christians, putting them to death.

Acts 26:11 “Many a time I went from one synagogue to another to have them punished, and I tried to force them to blaspheme. I was so obsessed with persecuting them that I even hunted them down in foreign cities.
· APP: God wants to use my testimony to share His truth
· Ex. The “Changed” videos

· Revelation 12:11 “They triumphed over him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.”

· No one knows your testimony better than you do… you are a changed person.  

Acts 26:12-14 “On one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests. 13 About noon, King Agrippa, as I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my companions. 14 We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’” 

· Illus. Putting a yoke on a young ox… ox would begin to kick.  Pole with a sharp point on it that would teach the ox not to kick.  

· So the Lord was saying to Paul, “You go ahead and object, but it’s going to hurt…”  “It is hard for you to kick against the goads.”

· The Spirit of God was at work in Paul’s life even before he became a Christian.  The martyrdom of Stephen had a great effect on Paul.

· (T) Acts 7:54-8:1 “When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. 55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.  1 And Saul approved of their killing him.”

· This experience had a powerful effect on Paul… it was a goad… and Paul found himself kicking against it… there was a conviction there… He had never seen or heard anybody like Stephen.


· If you are an unbeliever here today, what are some goads that perhaps you have found yourself kicking against?


· APP: Maybe God has been trying to reach you through Christian family members and friends… through Christian radio…  Perhaps God keeps reminding you of your spiritual background or upbringing in the church that you walked away from…  It’s a goad that you keep kicking against, and you know you need to submit yourself to Jesus Christ.  Maybe you are a husband here today and your wife has been praying for you to come to Jesus Christ, and God is speaking to your heart… yet you kick.   

· App: In our lives God is always speaking  


· Right now He is speaking in a language that we can understand… The question is, “Are we listening?”

· “The moment you wake up each morning, all your wishes and hopes for the day rush at you like wild animals. And the first job each morning consists in shoving it all back; in listening to that other voice, taking that other point of view, letting that other, larger, stronger, quieter life come flowing in.”  C. S. Lewis
Acts 26:15-18 “Then I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ the Lord replied. 16 ‘Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen and will see of me. 17 I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them 18 to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’”
· So Paul’s commission from the beginning was to go to the Gentiles.


· APP: God’s purpose: For us to be servants and witnesses

· The purpose of the Gospel is that it entails the opening of people’s eyes… that implies blindness.

· 2 Corinthians 4:4 “The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” 

· A person who does not know Jesus Christ is blind. 

· So Paul was sent by Jesus Christ to open their eyes and to turn them from darkness to light, from the power of Satan unto God.

· There are two kingdoms in this world: the kingdom of Satan and the kingdom of God.

· Every person here exists in one of those two kingdoms.

· You are either living under the control of Satan or under the control of God.

· Jesus came to rescue us from the dominion of darkness.

· Colossians 1:13-14 “For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” 

· So Paul’s ministry was to deliver people from this kingdom of darkness and bring them into the kingdom of light, to free them from the power of Satan so that they might come to God and receive the forgiveness of their sins by repenting and putting their faith in Jesus Christ.

· Have you done this?  What kingdom are you in?  It’s so easy to become a part of the kingdom of God, simply by repenting of your sins and believing in Jesus Christ.  

Acts 26:19-20 “So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. 20 First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and then to the Gentiles, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and demonstrate their repentance by their deeds.”
· APP: Obedience is essential

· Our overall effectiveness for Jesus Christ hinges on our obedience to Him.


· So Paul was not disobedient to what the Lord told him to do… to preach repentance. 

· APP: Repentance is necessary.  It’s not popular, but it’s the truth. 
 

· Noah didn’t stand on the steps of the ark and say, “Hey, something good is about to happen to you…”
  
· Jeremiah was not cast into a dungeon because he talked about “the power of positive thinking.”

· John the Baptist wasn’t beheaded for telling people that “Jesus loved them”… 
 

· The message was and still is, repent.   


· Acts 3:19 “Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord…”
   
· He went and preached to people that they should repent and turn to God… that all people everywhere should turn from a life dominated by the flesh to the life dominated by the Spirit. 


· To repent means to change
 
· Not just being sorry for your sins (7 cycles in Book of Judges), but changing.

· Christianity makes sense


· It gives real answers to real questions about life, and eternal life, but only if you will listen to it, read it, and give it a chance. 
 

· Most people who reject Christ never looked closely at Him or the things He said.    

Acts 26:21-24 “That is why some Jews seized me in the temple courts and tried to kill me. 22 But God has helped me to this very day; so I stand here and testify to small and great alike. I am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would happen— 23 that the Messiah would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would bring the message of light to his own people and to the Gentiles.” 24 At this point Festus interrupted Paul’s defense. “You are out of your mind, Paul!” he shouted. “Your great learning is driving you insane.” 
· Agrippa was probably able to gather that Paul had tremendous study habits.  He was an avid student… reading all the time…  

· 2 Timothy 4:13 “When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, and my scrolls, especially the parchments.” 
Acts 26:25-26 “I am not insane, most excellent Festus,” Paul replied. “What I am saying is true and reasonable. 26 The king is familiar with these things, and I can speak freely to him. I am convinced that none of this has escaped his notice, because it was not done in a corner.”
· Jesus was not crucified secretly… Agrippa knows about Jesus Christ, he knows about the crucifixion, and he is familiar with the prophets and the Scriptures.  These things weren’t done in a corner… 

· Then Paul really puts the pressure on him…

Acts 26:27 “King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know you do.” 

· Paul is kind of helping Agrippa out here… showing him that it’s reasonable to believe…  At this time, there were still people walking around who had heard Jesus and seen his miracles.  The empty tomb could still be seen, and the Christian message was turning the world upside down. 
Acts 26:28-29 “Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?  29 Paul replied, “Short time or long—I pray to God that not only you but all who are listening to me today may become what I am, except for these chains.”
· In other words, “It doesn’t matter how long it takes, I just want to see you saved.”  And his chains were a dramatic illustration of how free he was compared to Agrippa and the rest of the listeners.     

· APP: What is your response to the Gospel?  Agrippa heard the Gospel and basically considered it mild entertainment and chose, like so many people do, to resist the truth. 
 
· I pray that you would become followers of Jesus Christ! That you would come to personally experience the freedom and joy that comes from God by believing in His Son.

· The tragedy of Agrippa and the tragedy of so many today is that they come so close.  So close to entering into eternal life and freedom from sin.
Acts 26:30-32 “The king rose, and with him the governor and Bernice and those sitting with them. 31 After they left the room, they began saying to one another, “This man is not doing anything that deserves death or imprisonment.” 32 Agrippa said to Festus, “This man could have been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar.” 
Altar Call: 
· Some of you claim that you have become a Christ Follower, but you have not really changed.
  
· Matthew 3:8 “Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.”

· In other words, bring forth fruit in your life that really shows repentance.  Many people claim to have repented, but there is no change, there is no fruit.  
Closing Prayer: 
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