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When Life Gets Turned Upside Down

Romans 8:28-30

How many of you would agree with me that it is impossible for everything that comes into our lives?

Would any of you testify that life can sometimes feel like this…..? 

(Picture of upside down roller coaster)

Life can take SUDDEN TURNS and life can take HARD TURNS and leave you Upside down
Picture:     little 7 year old Aiyana Jones 

Picture:     Andrew Cohn, a 15 year old from Georgia was playing first basemen

· (30 year old) heart transplant needed

· Norm Holm (getting ready for services last weekend)

· Children in our body fighting diseases

I am not going to get over into Philippians and Pastor Mark’s teaching ground – but if you’ve been a CF for any length of time at all – you should know that: 

· the life of following Jesus is supposed to be about JOY.

· And OUR JOY is not dependant on our CIRCUMSTANCES
Let me demonstrate this to you from the Bible.

· John 17 is a prayer that Jesus is praying to God the Father. 

John 17:13 "I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. NIV

· Just one chapter earlier in John 16:22 – Jesus tell these disciples that there is coming to them a JOY that they will receive and NO ONE will be able to take that JOY AWAY FROM THEM.

· There is JOY that is available that should make us happy no matter the circumstances. 

· There's a joy that the deepest trouble can't put out, and if properly nourished and nurtured, can even OVERWHELM THE GREATEST GRIEF that tries to assault our lives.

Now I must confess to you – I’ve not arrived at that place yet!
And yet, I want to understand THIS KIND OF JOY that Jesus prayed for us to have.

We live in a world marked by brokenness and suffering

Turn with me to Romans 8
Paul talks in this chapter about how we as CF’s are to live in a world of trouble and persecution and nakedness and poverty.

In verses 28 – 30 I want us to see 3 REASONS FOR JOY when “Life Turns You Upside Down”

Romans 8:28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,….. NIV

When Life Turns US Upside Down, We can have JOY because even our bad things turn out good. 

NLT reads,

Romans 8:28  “And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God” 

There are THREE little principles in this verse that I don’t want us to miss.

1. CF’s are not exempt

Romans 8:28 And we know that in all things…

The “WE” here – is the CF – those who love God.

· Our circumstances as CF’s are NO BETTER than anyone else’s.

· We have children who get sick and die – just like the world does

· We have spouses who have affairs – just like those in the world does

· We lose jobs – just like the rest of the world

Many Christians explicitly teach—and most Christians implicitly believe—that if we love and serve God, then we will not have as many bad things happen to us.

· Horrible things can happen to us, and believing in and loving and serving God will not keep them from happening.

So what are the “all things” that Paul is talking about here?

“All things” means all things in this text.

T
Romans 8:35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? NIV

Paul is saying all the same things that happen to everybody else will happen to us, even if we love God.

2. When things work together in your life – it is because of God

….God causes everything to work together …. (NLT)

In our lives as CF’s – THINGS don’t just WORK THEMSELVES OUT!

God is at work in your life?

· Remember what Pastor Mark left us with last weekend – that HE who BEGAN A GOOD WORK IN YOU – will complete it.

God is at work orchestrating and arranging and moving parts and pieces around so that when it is all said and done – HIS PLAN and DESIGN for your life will be accomplished.

Question:
What has God worked together in your life this week that you maybe you just wrote off as chance or life?

Take time this week to thank Him for working together good in your life.

3. When bad things come and they will – God works them for good

 “And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good…”  (NLT)

That means God will work them to GOOD EFFECT IN YOUR LIFE.

· Tippi’s this past Wednesday service

Do you remember the story of JESUS standing beside LAZARUS’ TOMB?
John 11. 

Death is the offspring of a BAD THING – SIN! 

Jesus was weeping at the tomb, because the bad thing he's about to work for good is bad. 

The story of Lazarus does not give you a false view of suffering, saying bad things are really blessings in disguise or that every cloud has a silver lining. 

THE PROMISE IS NOT that if you love God, good things will happen in your life. 

THE PROMISE IS NOT that if you love God, the bad things really aren't bad—they're really good things. 

THE PROMISE IS that God will take the bad things, and he'll work them for good in the totality.
Transition:

Keep in mind that verse 28 says all things work together for good. 

That doesn't mean that when something bad happens, we can decide to give God a week to show us how the situation is going to turn out for good. 

THE PROMISE IS that God will make sure that all the bad circumstances will work together for your life in its totality.

Life turns us UPSIDE DOWN when start thinking that NOTHING BAD is ever going to come into our lives

When Life Turns US Upside Down, We can have JOY because our good things can never be lost 

The second principle: THE GOOD THINGS WE HAVE CANNOT BE LOST. 

There's a little word between verses 28 and 29 that indicates the verses go together. 

The little word is FOR. 

Romans 8:28-29

28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son,… NIV

Here is an important principle: Jesus Christ did not suffer so that you would not suffer -- He suffered so that when you suffer, you'll become like him.
All our circumstances are moving us toward a GOAL.
Romans 8:29  tells us that. 

Paul uses the word PREDESTINED. 

He uses this word TO COMFORT US!

Something that is predestined IS FIXED. 

What is it that is FIXED or that WE HAVE BEEN PREDESTINED TO as CF’s? 

THAT WE WILL BE CONFORMED!
· God is FIXED – COMMITTED to changing our very inner essence INTO the very inner essence of Jesus Christ. 

· Being a CF is about becoming passionately in love WITH THE CHARACTER OF JESUS. 

God is putting JESUS’ NATURE inside us by taking everything that happens in your life – the good and even the bad – and He uses it to MOLD, SCULPT, POLISH, and SHAPE you and I into the image of His Son.

Romans 8:30

30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. NIV

Look at that word "Glorified". 

· It is in the PAST TENSE. 

Why did Paul write, “glorified”? 

· He talks about it in the past tense because IT'S AS GOOD AS DONE. 

Paul goes in Romans 8:29 to say, …that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.
In our world today – we adopt babies.

In the Roman world, most people who were adopted were adults. 

By adopting that adult male, he made him HIS SON. 

BEING ADOPTED AMONG MANY BROTHERS IS SOMETHING THAT WE HAVE NOW. 

· The minute you truly repent, You become spiritually wealthy, because everything that Jesus Christ has accomplished is transferred to you. 

Your circumstances cannot hinder or threaten that promise!
When Life Turns US Upside Down, We can have JOY because the best is yet to come. 

Why can you be joyful no matter what? 
Your bad things turn out for good, your good things can never be lost, and the best is yet to come! 
When you understand what is to come, you can handle anything here.
T
1 Pet 1:3-9

3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his great mercy that we have been born again, because God raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Now we live with great expectation,

4 and we have a priceless inheritance—an inheritance that is kept in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay.

5 And through your faith, God is protecting you by his power until you receive this salvation, which is ready to be revealed on the last day for all to see.

6 So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you have to endure many trials for a little while.
7 These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—though your faith is far more precious than mere gold. So when your faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world.

8 You love him even though you have never seen him. Though you do not see him now, you trust him; and you rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy.

9 The reward for trusting him will be the salvation of your souls. (NLT)

Peter reminds US that there is a BETTER DAY COMING!
ENDING:
But here is the CATCH – IF YOU KNOW JESUS!

But GOD OFFERS YOU A PROMISE TODAY ALSO

This same Book of Romans says, “That all who confess with their mouth and believes in their heart WILL BE SAVED”.
I want us to take that passage and put it back up on the screen and we are going to stand and read it aloud at all of our campuses.

I want your EYES to SEE, your EARS to HEAR and you HEART to BELIEVE what God has promised you when LIFE TURNS YOU UPSIDE DOWN.

1 Pet 1:3-9

3 All praise to God, the Father of MY Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his great mercy that I have been born again, because God raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Now I live with great expectation,

4 and I have a priceless inheritance—an inheritance that is kept in heaven for ME, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay.

5 And through MY faith, God is protecting ME by his power until I receive this salvation, which is ready to be revealed on the last day for all to see.

6 So I WILL be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though I have to endure many trials for a little while.

7 These trials will show that MY faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—though MY faith is far more precious than mere gold. So when MY faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring ME much praise and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world.

8 I love him even though I have never seen him. Though I do not see him now, I trust him; and I rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy.

9 The reward for trusting him will be the salvation of MY soul.

(Lead in a Prayer for those who want to accept Jesus – pray where they are standing – Pastor in front after service – new bible, letter in mail)

Campuses will go live when I say, “AMEN!”
