“Fear Not” 2 Chronicles 32:1-23 at CCM

by Pastor Dave Folkerts, May 21-22, 2011

Prayer for recent college and High School graduates

Opening – Story of recent illness

Today we are going to studying and see what God would say to us about our trials in life and how to win the spiritual battles we face. Things we may know but need to build faith
Turn to 2 Chronicles 32:1 After all that Hezekiah had so faithfully done, Sennacherib king of Assyria came and invaded Judah. He laid siege to the fortified cities, thinking to conquer them for himself. 
· Introduce these two kings. Put yourself in the story. Spiritual principles for our lives at work.

· Trials are not a sign of us doing wrong. So often the enemy comes to attack us when we are stepping out in faith, doing a great work for the Lord.
Fear not #1 – Trials will come and can help us grow spiritually
· Growing people change. You can’t be following Christ and not change.

· If you are not a Christ-follower… you need to start first start there

· When trials come, Satan wants to destroy us, God wants to refine us.

· God’s goal is for us to be more dependent on Him. Trials help us do that.

· Trials also reveal our heart condition (faith level) to our self.

· Trails are not God’s rejection but his direction and preparation

1 Peter 4:12-13 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.
· However, some trials are because of our own bad decisions or sin

· Jesus our role model. Did Jesus suffer for doing right? If we are following Him we also will suffer.

· Most of the world would love to have our worst day.

· ANALOGY( Corn seed growth example

2 When Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had come and that he intended to make war on Jerusalem, 3 he consulted with his officials and military staff about blocking off the water from the springs outside the city, and they helped him. 4 A large force of men assembled, and they blocked all the springs and the stream that flowed through the land. “Why should the kings of Assyria come and find plenty of water?” they said. 5 Then he worked hard repairing all the broken sections of the wall and building towers on it. He built another wall outside that one and reinforced the supporting terraces of the City of David. He also made large numbers of weapons and shields. 

· We should do all we can in the natural but our main trust has to be in our supernatural Lord

· Divine partnership = We do our part, God does His part.

· Extremes ( Do it all by yourself. Do nothing just letting God do it all

· Hezekiah ordered a tunnel be dug to bring water into the city. Jerusalem dependant on 2 springs (Gihon) outside the wall for water. Same tactic used in 1099 when crusaders came to invade Jerusalem.
Most trials in these areas:

· Health    
· Finances

· Relationships

· Some trials are discipline or consequences for our bad decisions or sin
6 He appointed military officers over the people and assembled them before him in the square at the city gate and encouraged them with these words: 7 “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or discouraged because of the king of Assyria and the vast army with him, for there is a greater power with us than with him. 8 With him is only the arm of flesh, but with us is the LORD our God to help us and to fight our battles.” And the people gained confidence from what Hezekiah the king of Judah said. 

Fear not #2 – God’s power for us is greater than anything we will face
1 John 4:4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the One who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.
· Remember that God’s name is “I am that I am”

· ANALOGY ( Kid’s on the floor during storms

· He is with us NOW. Immanuel = God with us
Joshua 1:9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”
· When we forget that God is with us, or we don’t think God is for us ( Then we try and solve our problems on our own. SELF RELIANT instead of GOD RELIANT
9 Later, when Sennacherib king of Assyria and all his forces were laying siege to Lachish, he sent his officers to Jerusalem with this message for Hezekiah king of Judah and for all the people of Judah who were there: 
· Lachish was thirty miles south-west of Jerusalem.

10 “This is what Sennacherib king of Assyria says: On what are you basing your confidence, that you remain in Jerusalem under siege? 11 When Hezekiah says, ‘The LORD our God will save us from the hand of the king of Assyria,’ he is misleading you, to let you die of hunger and thirst. 12 Did not Hezekiah himself remove this god’s high places and altars, saying to Judah and Jerusalem, ‘You must worship before one altar and burn sacrifices on it’? 

· Our enemy always wants to misrepresent even the good we do. Every time something bad happens, Satan is right there to interrupt

13 “Do you not know what I and my fathers have done to all the peoples of the other lands? Were the gods of those nations ever able to deliver their land from my hand? 14 Who of all the gods of these nations that my fathers destroyed has been able to save his people from me? How then can your god deliver you from my hand? 15 Now do not let Hezekiah deceive you and mislead you like this. Do not believe him, for no god of any nation or kingdom has been able to deliver his people from my hand or the hand of my fathers. How much less will your god deliver you from my hand!” 

Satan’s mind games against us:

· Fear – based on the future
· Discouragement – based on the past
· Condemnation – based on our sins and failures
· These are choices based on lies or thoughts the enemy gives us. Don’t choose to believe them over God’s Word. Recognize the voice.

· We can all easily listen to the lies but it is our choice to stay there. David was constantly encouraging himself in the Lord. Bless the Lord O My Soul. 

· Praise God in the middle of the trial - James 1: 2-3 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.
· Praise and prayer – our two most valuable weapons in spiritual war. Put on the garment of praise instead of the spirit of despair/depression (Is. 61)
· Our battle is with the thoughts in our mind. This is why it is so important to know the WORD and surround ourselves with godly people.

2 Corinthians 10: 4-5 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.
· Faith in God may not make logical sense. Spiritual world more real.

· Without faith it is impossible to please God. - Heb 11:6

· Just because it happened to someone else doesn’t mean it will happen to us

· Satan puts thoughts in our head to try and destroy our faith and replace it with fear. Eph 6:12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms
16 Sennacherib’s officers spoke further against the LORD God and against his servant Hezekiah. 17 The king also wrote letters insulting the LORD, the God of Israel, and saying this against him: “Just as the gods of the peoples of the other lands did not rescue their people from my hand, so the god of Hezekiah will not rescue his people from my hand.” 18 Then they called out in Hebrew to the people of Jerusalem who were on the wall, to terrify them and make them afraid in order to capture the city. 19 They spoke about the God of Jerusalem as they did about the gods of the other peoples of the world—the work of men’s hands. 20 King Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz cried out in prayer to heaven about this.

· In a church: If Satan can’t stop the leadership he will go after the people.

· Have selective hearing. Be careful what you listen to. 
· Don’t be spiritually lonely. Have strong Christ-followers in your life. The first step away from God is usually a step away from the people of God

· Easier to have faith for others than ourselves.

· Hebrews 11: Some died in their faith. That is okay

· Be careful what you share with others. Don’t be negative, critical, fearful speaking as Satan’s representative.

· Share your trial so others pray. Don’t negatively manipulate others though.
Fear not #3 – Focus on the “Problem Solver” not the Problem
Psalm 34:4 I sought the LORD, and he answered me; He delivered me from all my fears.
· When lawsuit paper came or medical reports

· Devil loves to get us to fear, focus on the problem. Faith in the bad coming.

· Fear thinks the worst and forgets the best.
· God’s focus in us praying is not to convince Him or change His will. It is to mold our heart to be more dependant and trusting of Him
Turn to: 2 Kings 19:14 Hezekiah received the letter from the messengers and read it. Then he went up to the temple of the LORD and spread it out before the LORD. 15 And Hezekiah prayed to the LORD: “O LORD, God of Israel, enthroned between the cherubim, you alone are God over all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth. 16 Give ear, O LORD, and hear; open your eyes, O LORD, and see; listen to the words Sennacherib has sent to insult the living God. 
17 “It is true, O LORD, that the Assyrian kings have laid waste these nations and their lands. 18 They have thrown their gods into the fire and destroyed them, for they were not gods but only wood and stone, fashioned by men’s hands. 19 Now, O LORD our God, deliver us from his hand, so that all kingdoms on earth may know that you alone, O LORD, are God.”
Fear not #4 – Cast your burden unto the Lord, He lovingly cares.
1 Peter 5:7 Cast all your anxiety on him because He cares for you.
Turn back to 2 Chronicles 32:21 And the LORD sent an angel, who annihilated all the fighting men and the leaders and officers in the camp of the Assyrian king. So he withdrew to his own land in disgrace. And when he went into the temple of his god, some of his sons cut him down with the sword. 22 So the LORD saved Hezekiah and the people of Jerusalem from the hand of Sennacherib king of Assyria and from the hand of all others. He took care of them on every side. 23 Many brought offerings to Jerusalem for the LORD and valuable gifts for Hezekiah king of Judah. From then on he was highly regarded by all the nations.
· Just one angel did this – Clarence?

· We know from 2 Kings 19 that it was 185,000 men who died
· God likes to work against the odds. This and Israel’s crossing of the Red Sea - two of the greatest examples of the Lord’s intervention to save his people.

·  Verse 23 - We see others able to see God’s greatness
· Don’t ask why God, instead ask how can I glorify God through this trial

· Story ( Madsen card
Fear:

1. Is easier than faith

2. Will rob us of God’s best

3. Paralyzes us 

4. Destroy us

Overcoming Fear

1. Trust the promises and character of God

2. Remember God’s previous help

3. Walk by faith in God’s Word not by what you see or hear
4. Guard your thoughts and beliefs
5. Think eternally
Luke 12:4-5 "I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear Him.
· I would rather have a bumpy ride to heaven than a smooth ride to hell

Prayer at end - Have people stand facing trials.
· Help us to not be hard hearted, people of fear, questioning God

· Help us in our time of need, health, finances or relationships
· What has God called you to do that you are not doing because of fear

· Keep our eyes on God our deliverer
· Shift from fear of what we see to faith in who we trust

· Reflect on The Lord’s character and faithfulness of the past

· Remember our future – time here is preparation for all eternity
Call to salvation at the campuses
