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What God starts, God finishes   Phil 1:6

Sea world illus: 2 pp  (start and finish)
Story about Sea World with grandchildren and watching their eyes light up as the animals performed. Make memories – don’t lose the wonder for life.

This baby dolphin born at Sea World is not just there to swim and play.

The trainers have a plan to make him useful in their amazing shows.

That process will involve lots of hours and hard work.
4 key words – God, start, work, finish
T Philippians 1:4-6 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he (God)who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

· Paul thinks back 10 years to the salvation event in the lives of 3 individuals in the town of Philippi in Greece.
· He thinks of God’s BEGINNING work in Lydia, the slave girl and the jailor.

· Then he writes them an encouragement, I know that God is STILL doing a good work in your lives today.

· Then Paul fast forwards to the end of their lives and assures them that one day God would COMPLETE the good work in them.

· The focus is on GOD

Say it with me - It’s all about God   -  Life is all about God.
· 2000 years later, Paul is reminding every CF of these same truths.

· I want to teach us these 5 truths about God from Phil 1:6

1) God is God and we are not
Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God… 
· Understand that everything and everybody in this world started with God.

· The Bible simply states there is a God – the Bible never tries to prove it
· God is all knowing, all powerful and everywhere at the same time.

· Nothing is impossible with God and God is good, great and personable.

· The Bible begins with God and everything falls in place
· If we put God first in our lives, everything will fall in place for us as well.
T Daniel 2:20 
The king had asked someone to interpret his dream. Daniel prayed to God for the answer.  God supernaturally gave Daniel the meaning and he shared it with the king.  Here is Daniel’s praise to God – it’s all about God.
Daniel 2:20… "Praise be to the name of God forever and ever; wisdom and power are his. 

Daniel 2:21 He changes times and seasons; he sets up kings and deposes them. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the discerning. 

Daniel 2:22 He reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what lies in darkness, and light dwells with him. 

· Daniel knew God was God and he was not.
· Daniel knew if there was no God, no meaning to the dream.

Job 42:2 "I know that you can do all things; no plan of yours can be thwarted.
· Job knew that God was God and he was not. 

· We need to quit playing God and thinking that we can direct our own lives.

Say it with me - It’s all about God 

B Philippians 1:6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

PP: God at work PP - The good work refers to God’s work of salvation
· God takes the initiative in starting his work in us. He is the one who “begins a good work” in us. 
· Salvation always STARTS with God. 
· God always makes the first move, and if he didn’t make the first move, we would make no move at all.
· Of all people, Paul knew that God made the first move in his life.

2) God always makes the first move

R Acts 9:3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.  
· Paul was dead in religious activity but thought he was doing right.

· But God makes the first move and get’s Paul’s attention though a supernatural encounter.

· Jesus speaks truth into Paul’s life and the good work of salvation started right there on the road to Damascus.

Augustine said it well "God, you have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless till they find their rest in you."
T 1 Timothy 2:4 (GOD) who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 

· Here we see the balance of the divine and human aspects of salvation.

· God created everyone to have a personal relationship with God and spend eternity in Heaven with Him.

· But God didn’t create mankind as robots that would worship and obey because they had no choice.

· God gave mankind a free will. 

· God gives mankind the power to choose.

· God’s will GIVES INTO our choice.

· Jesus was sent to die for the sins of the whole world.

· But man must CHOOSE as an act of their will to be saved.

· God never saves anyone AGAINST their will. God honors our choices

God’s love and our choice go together
· Many people think that when God saved them that was the beginning and the end of salvation.  
· They have “fire insurance” against Hell and that it the end of their salvation.
· But that is WRONG; salvation is just the starting point.

PP: Salvation.                                     .Heaven

God’s work of salvation is just the starting point
· God's work for us began when Christ died on the cross in our place. 

· God’s work in us began when we first believed.

· When we believed and received our salvation, God came to live INSIDE every CF.

· God came into our lives – to CONTINUE that work of salvation.

Say it with me - It’s all about God 

3) God is always at work IN every CF.
T Matt 4:18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 

Matt 4:19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” 

Matt 4:20 At once they left their nets and followed him.

Here we see that the work of salvation is progressive – it is a lifelong process of following Jesus.

PP: Salvation. ………………………………………………………………… .Heaven

God’s work in us; making us like Jesus – life long process
T Colossians 2:6-7 (NLT)
6 And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to follow him. (or walk in him)
7 Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him. Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught, and you will overflow with thankfulness.


Illus: Bring someone on stage - walk or follow (show progress)
· The words walk or follow are common words in the NT.

· They speak of action and progress. 
· You cannot walk or follow and remain in the same place. 
· So it is in the Christian life; we are either going forward or backward. 

What is the purpose of following Jesus after salvation? Rom 8:29 tells us - 
Romans 8:29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son …

 
Tell the people to just copy what is in red

1. God wants us to think like Jesus (mind of Christ) 

2. God wants us to be like Jesus (character of Christ - fruit of the Spirit) 

3. God wants to do the works of Jesus (reproduce the ministry of Jesus) 

Eugene Peterson “It is not difficult today to get a person interested in the message of the gospel, but it is terrifically different to sustain that interest. Millions of people in our culture make decisions for Christ, but there is a dreadful attrition or dropout rate.

Confessing Christ must also lead to a commitment to follow Christ  

PP: Commit – to be a growing follower of Jesus

R Luke 6:40 ……….. everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher.  

 

R 1 John 2:6 Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.  

 

· God knew that CF’S could never carry on the ministry of Jesus unless we became like Jesus.

· That is why Jesus’ command was to repent and then begin to follow him 24/7

· So salvation is an ongoing work to make us like Jesus
 Say it with me - It’s all about God 

4) God is always at work THROUGH every CF – impacting people.

· Not only does God’s work happen in us – making us more like Jesus

· But God’s works through us – impacting people.

T Ephesians 2:10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

· God’s work (our good works) always involves people.

· Touching the lives of PEOPLE was and is the heart of God.

Acts 10:38 (NLT) And you know that God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. Then Jesus went around doing good (WORKS) and healing all (people) who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.


· Remember that when God uses us and works THROUGH us, THEN we become fully alive and fulfilled.
· We touch people, God changes them.

Say it with me - It’s all about God 
B Philippians 1:6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

· Paul stops and thinks how he got to Philippi.

· God redirected his steps

· God open Lydia’s heart to receive the gospel

· God delivered the young demonized girl

· God caused the earthquake and open the jailor heart to receive the gospel.

Confident = convinced by the evidence
· Convinced because of the faithfulness of God in his life 

· Paul could be confident because God had been faithful in HIS life.

5) Have confidence in God; what God starts, God finishes 

· Notice what Paul is saying. 

· God started the good work at our salvation.

· God then continues the good work in us as we become more and more like Jesus.

· But then God completes or finishes His work in us.

· God guarantees the outcome of his work in you.
God’s work of salvation is finished in Heaven

Spurgeon - “Where is there an instance of God’s beginning any work and leaving it incomplete? Show me for once a world abandoned and thrown aside half formed; show me a universe cast off from the Great Potter’s wheel, with the design in outline, the clay half hardened, and the form unshapely from incompleteness.” 
Hebrews 12:2 (NKJV) looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith…
· God is our creator

· God is our sustainer

· God is our finisher

· God has started a good WORK in us and GOD will complete it in each of us at the rapture or our death.  

· God is not going to give up on any of us but will perform his perfect work in our lives.

· Not only does God start the process, and continue the process, he also guarantees its ultimate outcome.
Psalm 37:23 (NLT) The steps of the godly are directed by the Lord. He delights in every detail of their lives.  
· God is still at WORK in all of us.
· God is NOT finished working in and through us.
· We are told by critical, negative people that we will never make it.

· Don’t listen to them or the lies of Satan that you will NEVER make it.

· God finishes what HE starts - God will see to it that we will cross the finish line.

Say it with me - It’s all about God 
Romans 11:33-36 (NLT)
33 Oh, how great are God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How impossible it is for us to understand his decisions and his ways!
34 For who can know the Lord’s thoughts? Who knows enough to give him advice?
35 And who has given him so much that he needs to pay it back?
36 For everything comes from him and exists by his power and is intended for his glory. All glory to him forever! Amen.


PP: God’s work of salvation is just the starting point
· Has this work of God’s salvation ever STARTED in your life?

· God always makes the first move – he has been speaking to your heart all service.

· God wants to come in and change your life

· God wants to offer you forgiveness of your sins and a new beginning.

God always makes the first move, but the next move is up to you.
God’s love and our choice go together 

Augustine said it well "God, you have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless till they find their rest in you."
