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Unlimited opportunities part 14  t Eph 3:20-21
PP: Picture - Mark Wolf and Amy

London (CNN) (MAY 2011)Religious belief is human nature, huge new 3 year study claims
Religion comes naturally, even instinctively, to human beings, a massive new study of cultures all around the world suggests.

Studies around the world came up with similar findings, including widespread belief in some kind of afterlife and an instinctive tendency to suggest that natural phenomena happen for a purpose.

"Religious people would say, 'If there is a God, then ... he would have given us inclinations to look for him,'" 

"There is quite a drive to think that religion is private," he said, arguing that such a belief is wrong. "It isn't just a quirky interest of a few, it's basic human nature."

"This shows that it's much more universal, prevalent, and deep-rooted. It's got to be reckoned with. You can't just pretend it isn't there," he said.
Either you are NOW a Christ Follower or God is calling you to be one
· We know this is a true statement from the Bible and from our own personal experience.
· God wants to have a personal relationship with everyone – starting now and never ending.

T John 15:16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit — fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 
· God says: CF, I called you, I chose you, I saved you not so you would go and live your life like you want. BUT that you should go and bear fruit.

· I didn’t save you just so your sins would be forgiven and you would have eternal life.

· I did all this so your lives would be fruitful and productive in fulfilling God’s purposes for you.

T Mark 1:17 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." 
· Notice the calling of Jesus was personal – YOU follow me
· Notice the calling of Jesus required a positive response of obedience

DANGER: People can reject the calling of Jesus (the rich young ruler who refused to follow Jesus)

Follow goal # 1; to know Christ  

As we follow Jesus we will know God personally and discover HIS purpose for each of us.

Follow goal # 2; to become like Christ  

Jesus says come and follow me – COME UNDER MY INFLUENCE and I will MAKE YOU like Me.  

CF: I chose you to follow me and “be” me on the earth 

Follow goal #3; to make Christ known  

· Notice the heart of Jesus is all about the lost.

· Jesus promises to make each follower a fisher of men and women.  

· CF’S will have the heart of Jesus and take the gospel to the whole world.  

So as we follow Jesus we become the hands, feet and mouth of Jesus and we minister with the heart of Jesus.
CF: Continue the ministry and message of Jesus
T Acts 26:9-23
· Today we see that Jesus is fishing from Heaven and he has his eyes on a very religious Jew named Saul who hates Christians and doesn’t believe in Christ at all.

· He had been imprisoned for more than two years and God would give him a chance to share about his own personal conversion with some powerful and prominent rulers.

· As Paul is converted we discover he understands the keys we have been teaching:

No lack, no excuses, no fear, few regrets = unlimited possibilities
9 "I too was convinced that I ought to do all that was possible to oppose the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 

10 And that is just what I did in Jerusalem. On the authority of the chief priests I put many of the saints in prison, and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against them. 

11 Many a time I went from one synagogue to another to have them punished, and I tried to force them to blaspheme. In my obsession against them, I even went to foreign cities to persecute them. 

· Saul identifies with his audience.

· Saul didn’t believe that Jesus was the Messiah

· He HAD BEEN an unbeliever just like these powerful leaders
12 "On one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests. 

13 About noon, O king, as I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my companions. 

14 We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, '

Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.' 

· God makes the first move and gets Saul’s attention though a supernatural encounter. 

· God knows how to get our attention as well. 

· God had a plan for Saul’s life – in fact before Saul was even born. 
· God has a plan for our lives as well – follow me; become like me – have a personal relationship with me.
Goads were sharply pointed instruments used to force stubborn animals to move ahead. The more the animal fought – the more it hurt the animal 

· God was saying to Paul; it is time to admit you are wrong and start learning what is right (be teachable)
· God spoke to him - it is useless for you to fight against my will. 

· Quit fighting and start following me.

· Then I will show you MY purposes for you in life.

Keep learning and growing
G.K Chesteron: “Christianity has not been tried and found wanting.  It has been found difficult and not tried.” 

· If someone says they have tried Christianity and it didn’t work for them, it is because they never had a true encounter with the living God.  

· Any person who really has an encounter with God (like Paul) will continue to grow spiritually.

· No matter how long we live here on earth – we will never stop KNOWING more and more of God and his nature and ways.  Look what Paul wrote:
R Romans 11:33 (NLT) Oh, how great are God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How impossible it is for us to understand his decisions and his ways!

15 "Then I asked, 'Who are you, Lord?' "'I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,' the Lord replied. 

Keep listening – God is still speaking
· We cannot GOOGLE God’s will for us but God IS still speaking today. 

· God speaks primarily through (1) the written Word and (2) through the Holy Spirit – INNER PROMPTINGS 
· The WORD introduces me to the character and person of God. 
· The WORD communicates His purposes and shows me how to live. 
· We know that faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God. 

· God wants to speak to us and we need to be expecting it and ready to listen and obey

Matt 4:4 Jesus answered, "It is written: `Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.'"
· This is HUGE – man cannot do life without obeying God’s WORD!

· Paul will have to continue to listen and grow on a DAILY BASIS.
· Paul cannot do life right without listening to God and His word.

· No one can expect to be successful unless we are reading, meditating and listening to God and His word.

Acts 26:16 (NLT) Now get to your feet! For I have appeared to you to appoint you as my servant and witness. You are to tell the world what you have seen and what I will show you in the future.
In this verse we see 2 purposes for Paul
Servant (minister) = one who acts under the direction of another
· God was calling Paul to be a servant (minister)
· Paul was now under new orders. He is NO longer directing his life
· He was to serve under the direction of the Lord Himself.
Keep serving with a humble attitude
· If we are going to expect God to open doors of unlimited opportunities it must come from a servant attitude.
· All through Paul’s writing he gets it – he often calls himself a slave of Jesus Christ.

Keep sharing the good news (fishing) 
Witness (messenger) - sharing information or knowledge  
· God was also calling Paul to be a witness.

· Eventually this word in our language became martyr; a person who died because they shared truth.

· Jesus used this word when he commissioned the disciples (Acts 1:8)

· What was God saying to Paul in this verse?
· Paul, I created you, I chose you, I saved you, I gifted you, I am now empowering you and I am now sending you

Keep following – keep moving forward  
What I will show you in the future
· Just like Jesus Paul would be on the move all over the world.

· Paul discovered that God had FUTURE plans for him – in fact everyday would be a NEW adventure.

· Following Jesus Christ is a lifestyle of being flexible.

· Jesus kept his “bags” packed – Jesus was always on the road of life.

· Paul’s life would be a forward movement on the road of life interacting with all kinds of people.

NEXT notice that life would be a challenge – requiring steps of faith.
17 I will rescue you (protect you) from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them 
18 to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.' 

· Paul would become the hands, feet and mouth of Jesus. Paul would become a fisher of men and women.
· God would use him "to open their eyes" and to "turn them from the darkness" of sin and ignorance to the "light" of the gospel, and from the authority of Satan to the one true God.

Bottom line – salvation and forgiveness of sins.
· Does that sound familiar to you and me?  It should!
· That is exactly what God has called every CF to do.  WHY?

· Man’s greatness need is forgiveness

BUT HOW will Paul be that faithful servant, that faithful witness as He follows the will and plan of God - HOW?
19 "So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. 
· Paul says I was not disobedient to this commandment from God. 

· Notice this is actually a double negative - emphasis 
· Paul says – I learned to obey God fully.
Keep obeying with a willing heart
· Paul because he knew the truth was now as zealous to spread the gospel as he once had been to stamp it out
· This was not dead religion but a vibrant daily relationship following God’s plans and sharing the good news.
· In fact God had opened the door to share with these people of great influence and Paul was NOT being disobedient right now.
T John 14:15 "If you love me, you will obey what I command
· True obedience must come from a heart that loves God.

· True obedience is motivated by love and trust.

John 14:15 (Balmer) if you disobey, that shows you don’t love me.
· We will never reach God’s potential for us – by obeying because we HAVE TO – or because we FEEL FORCE TO.

Illus: One day a 300-pound man told his minister, "I'm so depressed about my weight – I've tried everything to lose weight and nothing seems to work. Got any ideas?" The minister said, "I think I can help, be dressed and ready to go tomorrow at 7 am." 
The next morning, an incredibly beautiful woman in a jogging suit knocked at the man's door and said, "The minister sent me. He told me to tell you that you can date me if you can catch me." Then she took off. He huffed and puffed after her every day for the next five months. 
During those five months, he lost 115 pounds and as the months passed he got closer and closer to catching her. 
Finally the day arrived when he thought for sure that he'd catch her. There was a knock at the door. He threw it open and there stood a 300-pound woman in a jogging suite who said, "The minister sent me. He told me to tell you that I can date you if I can catch you." 
· Sometimes God has to use people or circumstances to motivate us into action.

· But Paul was motivated to obey God because he knew this truth:
T John 4:34 (NLT) ..My nourishment comes from doing the will of God, who sent me, and from finishing his work.


Obeying God frees us to enjoy life as God intended
B Acts 26:20 First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and to the Gentiles also, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds. 

Verse 20 = opportunities 
· After Paul obeyed, God IMMEDIATELY began to open all kinds of doors of opportunities – UNLIMITED opportunities.

· Paul would travel the world as a servant and minister sharing the good news to Jews and Gentiles.

· Paul was never ashamed of telling people they had to really repent if they wanted to be saved.

· Paul shared the gospel with all kinds of people and here he was in the courts of the world sharing that same gospel.

App: Look at me

· God has great plans NOW and in the FUTURE for all of you.

· Understand that the adventure of following Jesus NEVER ENDS.

· Don’t miss what God has for you in YOUR future
· Every morning in our quiet times before we start the day we are able to write this statement.

God YESTERDAY I was not disobedient to your calling
· God thanks for helping me WANT to obey you.

· God thanks for empowering me to say YES

· God thanks for helping me to FOLLOW YOU

CLOSE
I want everyone to do as God told Paul to do.

STAND TO YOUR FEET
I want to pray a blessing over all of us as we finish our series on unlimited opportunities.

Psalms 67:1 May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us, Selah 

· God look down today and smile upon us.

· Here are 1000’s of people who are true CF’S.
· Our desire is to obey and follow you regardless of the circumstances

· We want to finish your work for us here on the earth.

Psalms 67:2 that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations. 

God we want to make YOU look good.

We want to have a heart for the lost just like you.

Fill us with your HS that we can be bold and share the gospel

We pray for our hands, our feet, our mouths and our hearts.

No lack, no fear, no excuses, few regrets = unlimited opportunities
GOD 
PEOPLE
TIME

Everyone in this room and at all our campuses…….you are in one of these two conditions.

Either you are NOW a Christ Follower or God is calling you to be one
Altar Call – be bold and admit your need of forgiveness

Respond in obedience just like the Apostle Paul.
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