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Phil 1:1-3 Thanks for the memories
PP: Jimmy Durante - For years he signed off his radio and TV shows with "Goodnight Mrs. Calabash, wherever you are"

After his death we learned that referred to his first wife who had died.

The Calabash was the name of a Chicago suburb they both liked.
Why did Jimmy do this- because he had lots of joyful memories.
What do you think of when you hear this – thanks for the memories
· Some of you think of a friend who invited you over to see their vacation videos which lasted for hours.

· Some of you think of the photo albums that you have organized and rarely get a chance to look at them.

· As we are introduced to this Philippian letter, Paul’s mind wonders back to how the church got started.

· We will take a journey with him and then look at the importance of memories and making memories today. 

T Phil 1:1
· Last weekend we discover that this letter from Paul to the church at Philippi was all about joy.

· We also learned about the difference between joy and happiness.

APP: how many of you ladies have a man’s pair of pants on your bedpost and how many of you men have a women’s bikini on your bedpost?

· Happiness depends on the circumstances of life  

· Joy depends on God  

Joy is a deep settled confidence that God is in control of every aspect of our lives (regardless of the circumstances)  

Phil 1:1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the overseers and deacons: 

· Paul tells the people receiving the letter who it’s from.

· Paul writes that he and Timothy are simply servants (slaves) - they are both doing what God wants. God is the boss.

· NOTICE – Paul doesn’t start with a glowing personal introduction.

Next Paul identifies who the letter is to.

· To ALL the saints – the word is hag’eeos which means holy or set apart from sin to follow Jesus.
NLT = I am writing to all of God’s holy people in Philippi, who belong to Christ Jesus.
· Unlike baseball’s and football’s hall of fame, there is no Christian hall of fame.

· There are no special people or special categories, we all came to Christ the same way – by faith and by God’s grace.

· So in the New Testament ALL CF’S were called saints.
· Paul then mentions the spiritual leaders of the church at Philippi, the elders and deacons who were also saints.

But we need to balance this truth with the opening from Paul; v 1 -Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus
Illus: Turn to your neighbor and introduce yourself, I’m Saint Mark.  Next turn to your neighbor and introduce yourself – I’m SERVANT Mark.

All CF’s are saints but really SERVANTS of God
R Isaiah 65:14 (NLT) My servants will sing for joy, but you will cry in sorrow and despair.

· It doesn’t matter what spiritual gift you have, using it faithfully is what brings purpose, meaning and joy to every CF.

· Jesus came to serve and not to be served.

· That service brought Joy to Jesus and it brings Joy to us…..thanks so much for serving.

Serving God brings JOY
Phil 1:3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 
R Phil 1:3 (NLT) Every time I think of you (memories), I give thanks to my God.


· Paul is enjoying happy and joyful memories from 11 years ago when the church at Philippi was founded.
I think of YOU
Memories are more about people than places or things

· Notice Paul had to stop, pause and take time to REFLECT on these joyful memories.

· Paul discovered that life was about 3 things, people, God and time.

· You can see a SMILE on his face in this cold, dirty dungeon.

· No doubt he and Timothy relived many of these amazing memories and that brought JOY to his heart.
Joy and memories go together
Phil 1:3 (NLT) Every time I think of you (memories), I give thanks to my God.

MY God - Paul expresses his personal relationship to God
· CF - our memories should lead us to give thanks to God.

· Every time God brought these people at the church of Philippi, he stopped to give thanks to God.

· Paul knew that God was the one who had changed the direction of his 2nd missionary journal.

· Without God’s leading he would have never gone to Europe and thus no memories. 

Joy, memories and thankfulness to God go together
What memories and people flooded Paul’s mind?
We go back 11 years to when Paul FIRST arrived in the city of Philippi.
T Acts 16:13 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. 

· Since there was no Jewish synagogue, Paul discovered some women who were praying to God.

· God led Paul to PEOPLE who were searching for God.

· Paul had great memories, wow look HOW God directed us to the right place where and here are people that are SEEKING.
· Lost people matter to God.

Acts 16:14 One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. 

· Lydia was a well to do merchant who sold fabric dyed in purple.

· She had turned from pagan idolatry to worship the God of Israel…BUT she didn’t know about Jesus.
· Did Paul understand this – yes that is exactly what he was before he became a believer in Jesus.
· So what do you think Paul taught as these women listened?
Greg Laurie writes: “I remember walking down an avenue in Waikiki and seeing a man holding a big sign with red flames and the words, "The wages of sin is death." He was yelling out to people, "God hates you! God is going to judge you! God is going to get you!" I watched as people passed by, intentionally turning away from him.
Finally, I walked up to him and said, "Excuse me, I have a question. I just wanted to say that while it is true that the wages of sin is death, as your placard says so boldly, it is also true that the rest of that verse says the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Why don't you put that on the other side of your placard, and you could flip it around periodically? You could give them the whole message."
The man then told me that I was going to hell. He was intent on delivering a certain degree of truth in a contentious way.

As I read what Greg Laurie wrote, God brought to my mind what Paul wrote in Ephesians.

Eph 4:15 (NLT) …. we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church.


· No doubt God shared the whole truth but with love to Lydia.
· He had great memories of how God came to him and lovingly gave HIM the truth.

· Paul gave her hope and showed her that Jesus was the only way to God and the forgiveness of her sins.

· All she needed to do was repent of her sins and believe that Jesus died for her.  Then she could be born again and have a PERSONAL relationship with Jesus.

Acts 16:14…The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. 

· Notice after PAUL shared, THEN God had to do HIS THING.  
· God opened her heart – her spiritual eyes to HIS truth.

· We are called to share the good news; the rest is up to God and the decision of those who hear the good news.
· Remember that conversion is a supernatural work of God.

· Our sharing, our wisdom, our preaching draw people to God but only God can change their lives.
We speak, we share, we touch people but God changes them
CCM and all our campuses – never be ashamed of the gospel.
R Romans 1:16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 

Acts 16:15 When she and the members of her household were baptized…
· Paul taught that the next step after salvation was to be baptized in water.

· Water baptism is an outward sign of an inward act.

· Although water baptism is not salvation, it is a commandment of God.
· So she and other members of her household – probably servants were baptized.

· Paul had joyful memories of this baptism and their conversion.

· Lydia was the FIRST convert in EUROPE and Paul had been blessed to be used by God! WOW

APP:  Stop and think of the great memories you have of the day that you became a CF! Can you remember the joy, the excitement of being forgiven!
Stop and think of the joy memories when you were water baptized.
Acts 16:15 … she invited us to her home. “If you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us.
· He had great memories of this HUGE house where they stayed.

· Next back in the prison, Paul probably got his iPhone out and showed Timothy a picture of Lydia’s huge home which became their home and the “church” at Philippi.
· Imagine God had them in a 5 STAR home!
But Paul and Timothy had MORE memories of people and changed lives in Philippi.

Acts 16:16 Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune-telling. 

· We see the PRIORITY of prayer (prayed up – ready to meet spiritual warfare)  
· The team met a girl who was enslaved by her owners and by a demon.
· Through demonic influence she was able to tell fortunes which brought a great deal of money to her owners.

Acts 16:17 This girl followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.” 

· The message was true; BUT the messenger was NOT related to the message.

· Satan is a great deceiver – these were Greeks who believed in many gods but Paul had come to share about the one true God and salvation.

· Even today cults and new age churches like to mix Jesus with their false beliefs.

Acts 16:18 She kept this up for many days. Finally Paul became so troubled that he turned around and said to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!” At that moment the spirit left her.

· Paul let this go on for a number of days but finally he was troubled (offended, pained, deeply grieved that this young girl was controlled by demons.) 

· Paul exorcised the demon, speaking directly to the spirit and this totally freed the young girl – INSTANTLY!
· No doubt that changed young girl became part of the church at Philippi.

· Her whole world was changed forever BECAUSE Paul had been obedient to go to Philippi.

As Paul sat in that prison cell, he had fond memories of the power of God.
He took time to think about this slave girl’s life before and after her encounter with God. 

He remembered that God had sent him to Philippi to make a statement.
ONLY God can and WILL:
Answer prayers

Bring hope to seeking people

Forgive sin

Set people free from bondages and sin

Heal broken bodies

Restore shattered lives
Give anyone a new start in life
Bring new purpose and direction in life

Phil 1:3 (NLT) Every time I think of you (memories), I give thanks to my God.


· This week I took time to walk down memory lane.  I thought of all the people who had impacted my life.
I thought of course of my parents and even couple of my SS teachers.

· Mrs Eunice Russell who loved kids.

· Mr George Schmeller who taught me in SS and even turned me upside down one Sunday when I wasn’t behaving.
· I remember going over to their home in the early hours after my mother passed away.  They brought us so much comfort.

· Lynda and I remembered the wonderful people who made us feel at home when we arrived in Florida.
· How many wonderful friendships we develop over the years as we served God.

· Lynda and I have great memories of all the people who helped us start the church here in Melbourne 18 years ago.

· Thanks for the memories!

YOUR trip down memory lane
· Take time this week and give thanks to God for the many wonderful people He has brought into your life.

· Thank God for their kindness, their generosity and they friendship.

· Thank God for bringing you to a church that is filled with people that love God and had a great love for the lost.

· It is also good to thank PEOPLE NOW for their kindness – their friendship. Write, email, call or personally thank them.

Lynda and I and all the elders and pastors want to say THANKS to all of you - THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES.   We love you and count it a privilege to serve with you as we watch God change lives.

Next weekend we will see that Paul had other memories that were not happy ones and yet joyful ones.
When your memories exceed your dreams, life is over
END

· As Paul writes this letter, thoughts of the Philippians flooded his mind with happy memories and warm affection, and gave him confidence that God was working in their lives.
· But even though Paul has great memories he was STILL making more memories while in jail EVERYDAY while in jail.
· He was living dangerously – stepping out in faith and sharing the gospel to all the Roman guards.

To have joyful memories we have to make memories NOW
· Remember that memories involve, people, God and time.
· Don’t try to do life alone.  Open up, be real and develop friendships
· God could have used Angels or other means to speak, share and touch people but He has chosen to use YOU and ME.

· Be ready for that nudge and step out and make memories.

PP: two pictures of Lynda and Mark making memories

PP: (Bren and Stacey before Bren died suddenly) We have to make memories now – life will soon be over

1 Corinthians 11:23-25 (NLT)
23 For I pass on to you what I received from the Lord himself. On the night when he was betrayed, the Lord Jesus took some bread
24 and gave thanks to God for it. Then he broke it in pieces and said, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this to remember me.”
25 In the same way, he took the cup of wine after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant between God and his people—an agreement confirmed with my blood. Do this to remember me as often as you drink it.”


Some of you here do not have memories of being born again, like Lydia and this slave girl.

You have not yet asked Jesus Christ to forgive your sins and give you a brand new life.

Today is the day for you to MAKE a memory – your spiritual birth date!

Communion
We look back and remember the death of Jesus and His work on the cross and His resurrection

We look back to the time when we received Jesus as our personal Savior.  [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4]
