1

Unlimited opportunities part 12  t Eph 3:20-21
Last weekend we talked about how times have changed with cell phones

Those changes brought new expanded potential with the new smart phones. One danger of these new smart phones like all technology is to reduce our personal touch and interaction with people.

PP: Marry your iPhone.com is introducing a new public service that allows people to enter into marriage with their Apple device. “People love their iPhone so much; it’s only natural to want to marry it”. Visitors of the site will be able to purchase an official marriage certificate that will bind them in holy union with their beloved device.
Initial response from the more than 500 newlyweds has been overwhelmingly positive, with many experiencing deeper and richer relationships with their mobile devices. “The iPhone outperforms almost every man I’ve ever dated,” said Mary Fernandez-3GS, from Houston, Texas, “I’m so happy I said iDo.”

If we are going to reach our God-given potential, nothing can take the place of 3 key priorities seen all through the Bible. 
3 Priorities: God, people and my time
· Everything Jesus did was related to these 3 keys.

· Jesus listened and obeyed God and knew how to use his time wisely.

· Jesus’ whole focus was on people – interacting with all kinds of people.

· In our series on unlimited opportunities we have been reminded that people are important to God.
App: Turn to your neighbor and say – You are important to God
· One day Jesus said these 11 words - "Come, follow me, and I will make you fishers of men." 

· Jesus was saying: Come, follow me and I will CHANGE YOU to be like ME
CHANGES LIVES is the goal of Jesus
Change = different, transformation, conversion  

App: turn to your neighbor and say – God wants to change us.
T Joshua 1:10 - Everywhere we turn in the Bible we see that God is interacting with people for one reason – to see their lives CHANGED.
It will be the same today in this true Bible story.

Joshua 1:10 -11 So Joshua ordered the officers of the people: "Go through the camp and tell the people, 'Get your supplies ready. Three days from now you will cross the Jordan here to go in and take possession of the land the Lord your God is giving you for your own.'" 

Big changes – Joshua has replaced Moses as leader

Joshua 1:16 Then they answered Joshua, "Whatever you have commanded us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go. 

Big changes – Wow these 2 million Jews have changed; now they promise to obey and willingly cross over into the Promise Land.
T Joshua 2 At this point God had not yet revealed the battle strategy for taking the land.  So before Joshua leads the people into the PL, he wants to discover what awaits him at Jericho (the first town they would encounter). So he SECRETLY sends in two spies into this KEY CITY.
Joshua 2:1 Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. "Go, look over the land," he said, "especially Jericho." So they went and entered the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there. 

· Whoa – what is with the two spies? They have been in the wilderness for 40 years and the first stop they make when alone – away from their families is to visit a PROSTITUTE! 

· No it is not what you think; answer this question, what is the safest way for two Jewish spies to gather information without being quickly noticed?

· Many out of town travelers would visit this place – not easily detected.

· We know that her house was on the wall of the city – a convenient place to escape.

· GOD directed them to this very house – a house of a prostitute!
Psalm 37:23 (NKJV) The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD, And He delights in his way.

Pastor Mark, are you kidding God directed the steps of these 2 spies to a house of a prostitute and they stayed there the whole night?
· We know that God’s ways are NOT our ways.

· We know that God loves lost people and wants them to change.

· Nothing IMMORAL happened that night but we will see the HEART of God in this true story.

What comes to your mind when I mention these Biblical characters and their name? 

Matthew the tax collector

Mark the evangelist

Luke the doctor

John the beloved

Thomas the doubter

Paul the apostle

Ananias the encourager

Rahab _____(the prostitute)  - in fact five times in the Bible we see Rahab called Rahab the prostitute; the harlot; the hooker; the call girl
· BUT God KNEW something about Rahab that nobody else knew.

· God sent the two spies to the house of Rahab the prostitute because her SEARCHING heart was open to the TRUE and living God.

· God was going to CHANGE Rahab’s entire life forever!
T Matthew 9:9-13

9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector's booth. "Follow me," he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. 

10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew's house, many tax collectors and "sinners" came and ate with him and his disciples. 
11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 'sinners'?" 

12 On hearing this, Jesus said, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 
13 But go and learn what this means: 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners." 

· Matthew was a sinner far from God and he needed to change.

· So God directed Jesus to interact personally with Matthew.

· Matthew got up left everything and followed Jesus because he was empty and had no purpose.  You talk about a BIG CHANGE!
· Next we see Jesus at a party at Matthew’s house with LOTS of sinners.

· What do sinners do?  Answer: SIN
· Where do sinners live?  Answer: Everywhere

· Since EVERY person needs changing, Jesus would go to where the sinners lived and call them to follow Him.
Jesus came to earth to CHANGE sinners into CF’S
· As we become the hands, feet, mouth of Jesus we will be agents of change for God in the lives of all kinds of people.

· God sees empty searching hearts and he WILL direct us to them.
· Remember it is God’s will that no person perishes and that everyone comes to salvation.

· It is God’s will that everyone have a personal relationship with Him.  

CF be an agent of change – unlimited opportunities
B to Joshua 2:2 The king of Jericho was told, "Look! Some of the Israelites have come here tonight to spy out the land." 

· This verse reminds us that Satan is ALWAYS out to stop the work of God.

· He has come ONLY to steal, kill and destroy.

· But we will see that God prevails – God always defeats Satan.

3 So the king of Jericho sent this message to Rahab: "Bring out the men who came to you and entered your house, because they have come to spy out the whole land." 

4 But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. She said, "Yes, the men came to me, but I did not know where they had come from. 

5 At dusk, when it was time to close the city gate, the men left. I don't know which way they went. Go after them quickly. You may catch up with them." 6 (But she had taken them up to the roof and hidden them under the stalks of flax she had laid out on the roof.) 

7 So the men set out in pursuit of the spies on the road that leads to the fords of the Jordan, and as soon as the pursuers had gone out, the gate was shut. 

8 Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof 

9 and said to them, "I know that the Lord has given this land to you and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are melting in fear because of you. 

Verse 9 is the key verse. I know that the Lord has given you this land
Rahab’s confession is a confession of faith
· Rahab’s faith - her belief is in a God she doesn’t even know.

· By speaking like this she sees this victory as already accomplished even though the war has NOT started.

R Heb 11:1 (NLT) What is faith? It is the confident assurance that what we hope for is going to happen. It is the evidence of things we cannot yet see.
· Her faith is also shown by welcoming the spies in spite of great danger.

· But we see that Rahab lies – what is up with that?
· Remember Rahab had been a gentile pagan sinner who worshipped false gods with no knowledge of the true and living God.

· She is just beginning to discover who God is and she knows NOTHING of His love or His laws as yet.

· God loved Rahab’s faith since she is found in the HALL OF FAITH in Hebrews 11.

Hebrews 11:31 (NLT) It was by faith that Rahab the prostitute was not destroyed with the people in her city who refused to obey God. For she had given a friendly welcome to the spies.

Where did Rahab’s faith come from?
10 We have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed.   11 When we heard of it, our hearts melted and everyone's courage failed because of you, for the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below. 

R Romans 10:17 (NKJV) So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
· Notice all the people of Jericho had heard stories about how God had delivered his people through the Red Sea and how he had given them victory over the Amorite kings. 
· They had heard about God’s supernatural works for the Jewish people.

· That means that Rahab and everyone else in Jericho had some knowledge of Israel’s God. But only Rahab had the faith to believe in that God.
· But HOW did they hear – God arranged for them to hear about HIM 
How will people HEAR about God today – here is one great way!
Video: Changed lives

· People like Rahab are searching for God everyday all around us.

· They don’t read the Bible but they can still hear about God as we become the mouth of Jesus.
CF’S tell people how God has changed YOUR life
We tell the world about God through the new medical clinic, through

Plumpy’doz; through translating the Bible into different languages; through translating the HOPE video for different countries and a million other GOD DIRECTED ways.

12 Now then, please swear to me by the Lord that you will show kindness to my family, because I have shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign 

13 that you will spare the lives of my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them, and that you will save us from death." 

14 "Our lives for your lives!" the men assured her. "If you don't tell what we are doing, we will treat you kindly and faithfully when the Lord gives us the land." 

15 So she let them down by a rope through the window, for the house she lived in was part of the city wall. 

16 Now she had said to them, "Go to the hills so the pursuers will not find you. Hide yourselves there three days until they return, and then go on your way." 

PP: picture and summary

· So while spending the first night in Jericho at the house of Rahab the two spies learn of her great faith in THEIR God.

· Rahab then obtained from the spies a promise that Israel would spare her and her relatives in return for her having given them a hiding place.

· She then lowered them over the wall with a rope, and the spies told her to mark her section of the wall with the same red rope so that she could be saved from destruction. 
· Only if her whole family gathered there could they be saved, but if a word of their plans should be disclosed they would all perish.

· The two spies then traveled into the hills and hid for three days and then returned back across the Jordan River to report to Joshua.
23 Then the two men started back. They went down out of the hills, forded the river and came to Joshua son of Nun and told him everything that had happened to them. 

24 They said to Joshua, "The Lord has surely given the whole land into our hands; all the people are melting in fear because of us." 

· As they returned the spies were EXCITED and yet totally surprised. (Expect the unexpected)!
· They knew that their whole adventure had been directed by God.

· God sent them not JUST to spy out the land but to help change the life of ONE person – a lost prostitute.

· That change extended to her whole family being saved.

What can we learn from this true story that we can apply today?
1) No one is beyond the reach of God

· We see the extent God goes to in bringing one woman and her house to salvation - Someone seemingly "impossible" to save.

· We know that nothing is impossible for God but this story reminds us of God’s amazing love for everyone.  
· Do you have someone YOU think is beyond the reach of God?  Keep sharing and keep praying.
R Jeremiah 32:27 (NLT) “I am the Lord, the God of all the peoples of the world. Is anything too hard for me?
2) God can change anyone 
· Rahab heard about God but she still had to believe God and God gave her the faith to believe.

· Then Rahab, the woman who trusted God and was changed by God
· From a prostitute to a woman of faith – what a change.  
· All because of the love and the grace of God – totally undeserved.
2 Cor 5:17 (NLT) This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!


3) It is never too late to start doing right

Matthew 1:5-6 (NLT) Salmon was the father of Boaz (whose mother was Rahab). Boaz was the father of Obed (whose mother was Ruth). Obed was the father of Jesse. Jesse was the father of King David. David was the father of Solomon (whose mother was Bathsheba, the widow of Uriah)…..……………….Jacob was the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary.

Mary gave birth to Jesus, who is called the Messiah.
· Coming to God by faith opens the door to our God-given potential.

· Rahab the FORMER prostitute became the wife of Salmon, a prince of the tribe of Judah, and is included in the genealogy of Jesus Christ.

· If God can take a pagan prostitute and bring her to faith so that she saves her whole family AND becomes a part of Jesus’ family tree, what can God do in YOUR life?
· It all starts with a person wanting to change, being willing to trust God to forgive them and give them a new start.

Unbeliever, why are you here today – hearing the WORD of God?
· You are here because Jesus wanted you to hear about the cure for your problems in life. 

· Without Jesus you are empty, lonely, guilty and afraid of death.

· Jesus has chosen you to come and follow Him.
WHY should you choose to follow Jesus?  

Answer: Because He has the cure for everything that is wrong in your life.

You will discover the greatest lifestyle ever and spend eternity in Heaven.

Don’t waste your life trying to live WITHOUT Jesus.

God sees where YOU are NOW and God sees what you can BECOME
Hebrews 11:31 (NLT) It was by faith that Rahab the prostitute was not destroyed with the people in her city who refused to obey (believe) God…...


Hebrews 11:31 (NKJV) By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who did not believe, when she had received the spies with peace.


Finish these two statements

If nothing changes, nothing changes  

If something changes then something changes
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