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Unlimited opportunities part 13  t Eph 3:20-21
Finish this statement: The best part of waking up is FOLGERS in your cup

· What is the best part of waking up?   
· Answer we get to follow God another day.

· Joshua with 2 million Israelites are going to cross into the PL for the first time in more than 400 years.  

· They need God’s directions and supernatural power to accomplish it.
Man was designed to do life DAILY with God
Joshua 3:1 Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites set out from Shittim and went to the Jordan, where they camped before crossing over. 
· Joshua was a leader – a man of action. 
· Remember that the two spies reported back with favorable news.

· The enemies in the PL are fearful of God and his people.

· As YET Joshua doesn’t know HOW to get into the PL but believing that God would somehow make it possible, he moves all the people and their “baggage” seven miles to the Jordan River bank

Where did Joshua get that faith to move into action? Could this be the key?

Early in the morning – early into the WORD
PP: Cup of steaming coffee and bible that is opened.

· We know that faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.

· No doubt Joshua had been thinking on the Word of God and in prayer to God – what do we do next.

· Remember the words God spoke to the people – the same words that each of us need to hear.

T Joshua 1:8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 

· Every day is new start filled with potential.
· Every day God’s mercies are new

The best way to start our day is meditating on the word 
Psalms 5:3 In the morning, O Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait in expectation. 

R Mark 1:35 Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed. 
· Jesus continued this pattern of starting each day meeting with God

· We need to do the same – spiritual DISCIPLINES
· Get up early and ask God - what do YOU want me to do today

· God please open doors of opportunity so I can expand your kingdom
APP: This is a KEY to living every day.  It is not a religious requirement but a lifestyle of confessing our DEPENDENCE on God.  You and I must be in the habit of daily being in touch with God and his word.
B Joshua 3:2 After three days the officers went throughout the camp…..
· Verse 15 tells us the Jordan River was at flood stage because of spring rains and the melting of snow from Mt Hermon.

· So for the next 3 days all the people were facing the raging Jordan River – wondering to themselves; HOW will we ever get to the other side?

· Physically they cannot just walk across the Jordan River because God has picked the “worst” time of the year to cross!

Or did God pick the “best” time of the year to cross?
Spurgeon – “The path of the Christian is not always bright with sunshine; he has his seasons of darkness and of storm…... at certain periods clouds cover the believer’s sun, and he walks in darkness and sees no light. 
The best of God’s saints must drink the wormwood; the dearest of his children must bear the cross. No Christian has enjoyed perpetual prosperity; no believer can always keep his harp from the willows. Perhaps the Lord allotted you at first a smooth and unclouded path, because you were weak and timid. He tempered the wind to the shorn lamb, but now that you are stronger in the spiritual life, you must enter upon the riper and rougher experience of God’s full-grown children. We need winds and tempests to exercise our faith, to tear off the rotten bough of self-dependence, and to root us more firmly in Christ. The day of evil reveals to us the value of our glorious hope.”
· So God did know what He was doing.
· So God did want the people to be staring at this impossible situation.

· God was going to do a miracle and strengthen their faith.

APP: Are you staring at an impossible situation today?

God wants to exercise YOUR faith 
· God is using this impossible situation to make you STRONG SPIRITUALLY.

· Remember nothing is impossible with God - expect the unexpected 

· God is going to move more than 2 million people across this impossible situation.

· God is going to move YOU through YOUR impossible situation – watch how it is done.

2 After three days the officers went throughout the camp, 

3 giving orders to the people: “When you see the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord your God, and the Levitical priests carrying it, you are to move out from your positions and follow it
· The ark was God’s throne among His people; it was a symbol of His presence and power with them wherever it went.

PP: The Ark symbolized the presence of God. 
· God was going to LEAD His people across the Jordan and into the PL.
· All the people had to do was FOLLOW GOD.

Being led by God is the only way to live – follow Him
· When you see God move – you move; don’t move until you see the Ark move

· Being led by God always involves HIS timing.

Why do we have to follow God – look at the answer
4 Then you will know which way to go, since you have never been this way before. But keep a distance of about two thousand cubits between you and the ark; do not go near it.”
· God says you haven’t been here before – but I know the way

· No amount of man’s wisdom or experience will get them across safely.

· God is reminding them and us that we are NOT made to do life alone.

· Like Israel WE DON’T KNOW THE WAY – life is a walk of faith following Jesus.

Only God knows the way and our way  
· The people of Israel were to follow this representation of God's presence just like they had followed the cloud years that had led them during their wilderness journey for 40 years.
· By staying back from the Ark – all the people could have a CLEAR VIEW of GOD so they could obey and FOLLOW HIM.
· How do we have a CLEAR VIEW OF GOD so we can obey and follow Him?

We keep Christ in view by reading and obeying His word
R Hebrews 12:2 (NLT) We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith…………….

In the original language - looking unto Jesus implies a definite looking away from other things and a present looking unto Jesus.

Adrian Rogers “Glance at your problems - Gaze on your GOD

· No matter the situation we are to keep God and Jesus in the center of our lives.  After all we ARE FOLLOWING HIM.

R Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.  

5 Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among you.” 
The people are to consecrate themselves – be clean, holy and centered on the goodness of God.
· We are reminded again that God wants to lead us to a life filled with unlimited opportunities.
· That is what this whole series is about.

· No fear, no lack, no excuses, few regrets and unlimited opportunities.

God wants to do amazing thing through (            ) your name
6 Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the Ark of the Covenant and pass on ahead of the people.” So they took it up and went ahead of them. 

7 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, so they may know that I am with you as I was with Moses. 

8 Tell the priests who carry the Ark of the Covenant: ‘When you reach the edge of the Jordan’s waters, go and stand in the river.’ ” 
· God speaks to Joshua and Joshua speaks to the other leaders.

· God often works through human leaders who are listening to Him.

· The NT is filled with God using leaders – qualified leaders.

T Hebrews 13:7(NLT) Remember your leaders who taught you the word of God. Think of all the good that has come from their lives, and follow the example of their faith.

T Hebrews 13:17 Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you. 

· God designed leaders to set the pace to be visionary and to be examples for the people to follow.

· People who say they don’t need to go to church to be an effective CF are simply wrong.

God says - leaders lead and the people follow
B Joshua 3:9 Joshua said to the Israelites, “Come here and listen to the words of the Lord your God. 
What if God had not been speaking to Joshua and the people?
What if after those 40 years, God was SILENT?
Then nobody would know what to do next.

They are facing a raging Jordan River and would not know what to do.

But God was not silent – God was speaking to Joshua and the people.

· The people are going to follow God (and their human leaders)

· The people are going to listen to God (and their human leaders)

App: Do you know that is exactly what we do when we meet for church? We are together as family listening to the word of God. 
God is SPEAKING to US today - are YOU listening?
God is SPEAKING to US today – are YOU following?
10 This is how you will know that the living God is among you and that he will certainly drive out before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and Jebusites. 
· God says obey me and watch me prove that I am THE ONLY LIVING GOD

· Nobody but the true living – all powerful, nothing is impossible God can get you into the PL 

· Nobody but the true living God will enable you to defeat all the enemies you will face.

The key to life is FOCUSING on OUR LIVING GOD.
There is no one like our God
R 1 Samuel 2:2 (NLT) No one is holy like the Lord! There is no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God.

11 See, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth will go into the Jordan ahead of you. 
12 Now then, choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. 

13 (balmer) Get the priests ready, go to the bank of the Jordan and wait for LOW TIDE and then get as many people as you can across as quickly as you can.  You will have to do this for many days to get everyone safely to the Promise Land
NO – we don’t try to work out the situation in our own wisdom or power, we simply have faith and obey God.
13 And as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the Lord—the Lord of all the earth—set foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut off and stand up in a heap.” 

· The people could not cross the Jordan and live in the PL unless God went before them with HIS power.

· To get God to ACT, the leadership had to obey and walk in faith – one step at a time.
· THEN God would lead the people into the Jordan River

· THEN God would lead the people into the Promise Land

God often leads us ONE step at a time
14 So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the Ark of the Covenant went ahead of them. 

15 Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest. Yet as soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water’s edge, 
· During most of the year, the Jordan River was about a hundred feet wide.

· But at the spring flood season, the river overflowed its banks and became a mile wide.
What would the priests do???
PP: Blue Bracelet     Our God provides, believe, enjoy
· The priests could not see the miracle become a reality until by faith they stepped out into the flooded waters. 
· When they stepped out in faith, the waters separated.
Following God requires radical obedience
Mark Batterson: “We need to quit living life as it the purpose of life is to arrive safely at death”

16 the water from upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great distance away, at a town called Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, while the water flowing down to the Sea of the Arabah (that is, the Dead Sea) was completely cut off. So the people crossed over opposite Jericho. 
17 The priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord stopped in the middle of the Jordan and stood on dry ground, while all Israel passed by until the whole nation had completed the crossing on dry ground. 

· God stopped the flowing river at the city of Adam, some miles to the north. 

· The waters piled up there in a heap, and whatever water was left in the bed of the river below that point drained into the Dead Sea.

· The priests stood in the middle of the riverbed until all the people had passed over. 
· It took courage for the priests and the people to obey God and HIS word.

· How exactly did God do it?

· We don’t know but God did it just as He promised.
· Nothing is impossible WITH OUR LIVING GOD

The people couldn’t possess the PL unless God went with them

It is the same for us today.  We need God’s power flowing in and out of us .

R Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

Back to verse 5 Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among you.” 
This verse doesn’t say God want to do an amazing THING – but plural - 

AMAZING THING (S)

Amazing = marvelous, wonderful, surpassing, extraordinary
· Someone has said that the church is no longer supernatural.

· We have limited God by our weak faith and now everything we do is predictable and no longer do we expect the unexpected.

· Remember that crossing the Jordan River symbolizes the Spirit Filled life.

· Where God the HS lives in us – affecting our lives 24/7

· We live and walk Under His Influence and thus we WILL be seeing the supernatural

· We will be experiencing God do AMAZING THINGS!

IS there an obstacle in your way TODAY?

 APP: Are you waiting for God to act but you have not stepped into the water? Remember when God speaks, we step.  

Get your feet wet, follow God and step out in faith
· Step out with your focus on God and His word.

· Step out in faith, step out in expectation.
· Step out watch God fulfill his promises to you.

When we obey and follow God we can expect amazing things to happen.
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