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Dead people walking   Easter 2011
· Easter is for everyone – for CF’S, for doubters and skeptics, for those who are searching for purpose and meaning of life.

· Oswald Chambers: Doubt is not always a sign that man is wrong it maybe a sign that he is thinking.

· Someone has said that doubting, skepticism is the first step toward truth.

· God is going to speak to ALL of us today – listen to him through the Bible and ALL of us will be changed.

PP: Dr. Oz Show - So You Want to Live Forever?

Living to 100 while still feeling healthy is now a very real possibility
Women - base age of 89; Men - base age of 86  
(Web site – 40 quick questions related to your health and family history, and takes about 10 minutes to complete) 
Attitude Positive attitude not often stressed; add 5 years
Genetics Relatives lived past 90; add 5 years  
Exercise If you DON’T exercise 30 minutes a day; subtract 5 years 
Interests You challenge your brain – new interests (iPad, smart phone, learning a new language or skill etc); add 5 years 
Nutrition Poor nutrition and overweight; subtract 5 years

Smoking  If you are a smoker; subtract 15 years 
Mark 96    Lynda 99
So my wife is going to be looking for a new RICH good looking tall husband since she will outlive me by 3 years!

· Let’s say you are lucky and live to be 120 years old – then what?
· No matter how long you live, eventually YOU are going to die.
App: turn to your neighbor and say – one day I am going to die
· But that brings up a HUGE question - After we die, then what?
· Since no one can escape death, so what happens after a person dies?  
· Another great question is this; where is God in all of this?

· Understand that God never planned for man to die – man was created by God to live without pain, suffering, sickness and death forever (eternity) (time without end)
R Eccl 3:11 (NLT)…… He (God) has planted eternity in the human heart… 
So where did death come from?
R Genesis 2:16-17 (NLT)  But the Lord God warned him, “You may freely eat the fruit of every tree in the garden— except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat its fruit, you are sure to die.”


The word death means separation
There are three kinds of death – spiritual, physical and eternal death.  

1. Every person is born spiritually dead – separated from God.  
· God created man to live in a daily PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP with Him.

· But when man sinned against God that sin separated man from God and their relationship was broken.  Sin always separates.

· Adam and Eve died SPIRITUALLY the SAME DAY they disobeyed God, even though they lived physically for many more years.
Romans 5:12 (NLT) When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned.


· Every person is born into the human race spiritually dead, because we inherit a sin nature – our DNA was infected by sin.
Thus the title for our teaching – dead people walking.

App: turn to your neighbor and say I am a dead person walking!

· But our infected DNA also brought two more types of death.

2. One day everyone will die a physical death – separated from their body 

Genesis 3:19 (NLT) … For you were made from dust, and to dust you will return.”


· Physical death is the separation of our body from our spirit. (the real you and me)
· All of us will die and our bodies will either go into a grave or be cremated.
· But THEN WHAT happens to the real you and me – our spirits?
· The answer to that question brings up the 3rd type of death
3. If our sin remains, we will experience eternal death – separated from God forever (Hell)

If we don’t find a solution (forgiveness)to our sin problem, we will be eternally separated from God forever.   
Man’s greatest need is forgiveness
· When death entered the world, God came up with a plan to save mankind – to fix man’s SIN PROBLEM.
God’s plan was focused around His only Son - Jesus

John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

· The reason Jesus came and died for mankind is obvious.

· God loved man so much He sent Jesus to suffer the pain of the cross as OUR substitute, to pay the penalty that we deserved for our sins. 

· The goal was for man to be restored in his relationship with God and spend eternity in Heaven.

Jesus didn’t come to make bad people good; Jesus came to make dead people alive     (key principle today)
· Lots of people think that Jesus came to make bad people good but that is not true, Jesus came to make dead people alive.
· The difference between a Christian and a non-Christian is not that the Christian does good things and the non-Christian does bad things.
· The difference is that the Christian is alive spiritually and the non-Christian is dead spiritually.
How can a person become alive spiritually?
Ephesians 2:1 (NLT) Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins.  
· All people are born sinners – an inherited sin nature and thus we are spiritually DEAD.

· Our sin separates us from a perfect God.

· We can never be good enough to earn God’s forgiveness

2 You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God.
· Most UNBELIEVERS don’t know that they obeying the devil – that their master is Satan.
· But the Bible tells us that we can only serve one of two masters, either God or Satan.  

· Everyone is born in sin and continue to practice sin by refusing to obey God.
3 All of us used to live that way, following the passionate desires and inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject to God’s anger, just like everyone else.

ALL OF US were at one time separated from God because of our disobedience and sin.

R Romans 3:23 (NLT) For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. (Which is perfection)


· Since God is holy, sin must be punished and we also knowwhat we sow we will also reap.

· The ultimate punishment of sin is death – spiritual and eternal death.

These first 3 verses present a HOPELESS picture for non-Christians…..but there is good news coming…..
4 But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much,

App: Say it with me   BUT GOD
· Because God’s loves all of us – God provided a new start, an amazing opportunity – almost too good to be true.

5 that even though we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have been saved!)
All four gospels tell us this same truth from the interaction of the angels and Jesus’ followers on that Easter morning.
R Luke 24:5-6…., "Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen!..................Jesus is ALIVE
· When Jesus was raised from the dead – that proved that He defeated, death, hell and the grave.

· This proves that our greatest enemy death has been defeated.
· That proves that everyone can have LIFE through a personal relationship with Jesus (spiritual life now and eternal life forever)
Jesus didn’t come to make bad people good; Jesus came to make dead people alive     

R 1 John 5:12-13 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.
· Easter is all about Jesus’ victory over death, not physical death but spiritual and eternal death.
· Easter is all about God’s free gift of forgiveness and salvation that cannot be earned but simply must be received.
What comes to your mind when you think Heaven – eternity – forever?
· Sometimes we don’t get excited enough about Heaven and eternal life that awaits us.

· Eternal life is not just an extension of this life on earth will its mixture of pain and pleasure.

· Eternal life is paradise where everything is perfection, including our new bodies that will be AMAZING.
· Look HOW the unbelieving disciples CAME ALIVE when they finally believed that Jesus was alive.

John 20:19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!"  

R John 20:20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

· Jesus enters the locked room in his new glorified body.

· This proves that there is life after death – ahead of us IS eternity!
· The resurrection body of the Lord Jesus was a literal, tangible body of flesh and bones. It was the same body which had been buried, yet it was changed in that it was no longer subject to death.

· The Bible tells us that ALL CF’S will receive NEW bodies in Heaven.
What will our new heavenly bodies be like?
Our new bodies will be supernatural and perfect – forever
· Our new bodies will be suited for heaven and for eternity.

· They will be like the resurrected body of Jesus – real, visible and tangible.

· They will be imperishable (no longer subject to decay and aging). 

· All disabilities will be gone in Heaven.  Remember without the presence of sin there will be no sickness, disease, aging or dying.

· Our minds will be perfect; no Alzheimer’s – no senior moments.

· They will be immortal – our new bodies will be perfect forever.

PP: picture of me  Our new bodies will be recognizable
YOU will like your new body!
· Isn’t that wonderful?   It is ALL about people.

· We will know each other in heaven.

· We will see the great saints of the Bible and know them as well.

· We will SEE and KNOW our loved ones in Heaven. That alone is an encouragement to me.  It gives me hope for the future.

· Death is NOT the end but simply a transition to Heaven.

· With our new minds – our memories and knowledge will also be perfect.

Our new bodies will enjoy eating
R Luke 24:41-43…. he asked them, "Do you have anything here to eat?"  They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their presence. 

· How many are glad that there will be food in Heaven and we will never be on a diet – never.

· I am ready for a Haagen Dazs Sundae with a Krispy Crème donut.

That brings us to the most important question in all the world.
PP: So you want to live forever - YOU WILL; but WHERE?

· God made us to live forever and WE WILL LIVE SOMEWHERE FOREVER.

· Where will you live when you die?

· There are only two destinations

Matthew 25:46 (NLT) “And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous will go into eternal life.”

· Life is filled with choices.  
· Christianity is not about good and evil, but about life and death.

· Jesus issues some very sober TRUE words but with LOVE.

· Jesus went to the cross so people could choose to believe and be forgiven of their sins.

Choice # 1
John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

Choice # 2
John 8:24 (NLT) That is why I said that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I Am who I claim to be, you will die in your sins.”


· Jesus is saying that if a person REFUSES to repent and believe that they will spend eternity apart from God.

· You see there is life beyond the grace and our eternal destination comes down to your choice.

· There is a real God and there is a real Satan.

· There is a real Heaven and there is a real Hell.

· Satan’s goal is to lie to you so that you will not believe the TRUTH
Go to the empty tomb – it is empty
· Even in Jesus’ days there were false religious leaders.

· But the empty tomb and the resurrection of Jesus sets Christianity apart.

· Every other religious leader Buddha, Muhammad, Confucius, has died AND their tomb is NOT empty.  They remain DEAD in their tombs.

· Only Jesus’ tomb is empty and that is because he is ALIVE.

· Easter brings hope and LIFE to everyone who will believe

App: notice the tomb is empty; Say it with me JESUS IS ALIVE
· Jesus is alive and he is standing at the door of YOUR heart right now.

· Jesus is alive and he wants to come in and forgive you of your sins and make you ALIVE.
· Jesus is alive and he wants to begin a personal relationship with you.

· Jesus is alive and he wants you to begin FOLLOWING HIM everyday

How do you become a follower of Jesus?

Romans 10:9 (NLT) If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
· You can leave our campuses today KNOWING that your sins are forgiven and that God lives inside of you.

· You can leave our campuses today KNOWING you are ALIVE spiritually and will spend eternity forever with God.

· It all comes down to belief.

Believe – an action word that produces obedience – we become a follower of Jesus  

To follow Jesus means to come to Him in repentance, to trust Him as your LORD and Savior and then to commit your whole life to Him.

· Believe means much more than knowledge in the mind.    

· It speaks of a relationship of trust and dependence  
· Salvation is NOT an EVENT but a LIFESTYLE

Many of you at all of our campuses are ready to have your sins forgiven.

You are ready to move from death to LIFE.

· You believe and admit you’re a sinner and need God’s forgiveness

· You do the confessing and believing

· God will do the forgiving

In a moment I am going to invite you to change your life

God has the power to change any life 

You cannot change your life – only GOD can do it.

I will pray and ask you to raise your hand if you want your life changed.

THEN I want to ask each of you at all our campuses to take a bold step.
Remember believe is an action word.

After my prayer, at all of our campuses – if you want your life totally changed today, then I want you to take a step of faith and get out of your chair and come stand in the front of each of our campuses.

Everyone Jesus called he called openly and publicly 

Pastor Dean, Pastor Norm, Pastor Eric and I will lead you in a prayer of asking Jesus to come into your life – to be your Lord and Savior.

Go ahead today - take that step of faith - and God will CHANGE EVERYTHING in your life.
