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Unlimited opportunities part 12  t Eph 3:20-21
PP old phone 1980’s- How many of you had one of the HUGE models


PP: Here is a basic cell phone from 1990’s – how many had one of these?

PP: Here we see 2 models of smart phones 2010 (Apple and Android)
Think about this:  I give you as a gift a new smart phone. Four weeks later we talk and I ask you; how do you like your new smart phone?

You reply it makes good phone calls.

I respond: is that ALL you are using this smart phone for – only for making phone calls.  And you respond, yes just calling and receiving phone calls.
What would I say to YOU?

I would say this – you are NOT using the potential of this smart phone.
You have no idea what you are missing out on.  There is so much good in that phone that can make your life more useful, productive and happy.

Illus: Lynda and I this week attended a one day conference called the Elephant Room – 7 amazing pastors from around the US – talking, debating and answering all kinds of questions about church and ministry.  We used my iPhone for directions, a gps, used “around me” to find good restaurants, caught up on the news, listened to “Bible.is” (our 28 minutes of the Bible), kept up with my email and yes used it as a phone to call Sharon my secretary.  How foolish to JUST use the phone to call people and not use ALL the potential of a smart phone.

Are YOU reaching YOUR God-given potential?
Potential = Having possibility, capability, or power; existing and ready for action but not yet active.  

T Mark 1:17 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men."  

 

· Why does Jesus ask US to follow Him?

· Because God has a plan and a purpose for each one of us.

· We are NOT here by accident or here to live doing OUR own thing.

· God created us with unique potential to expand the Kingdom of God.

God created each of us with TREMENDOUS potential – unlimited opportunities
· God has designed each of us with UNLIMITED potential or unlimited opportunities to change our world  

· God designed Israel with unlimited opportunities but they were living WAY below what God wanted. 

· They had just spent 40 years wandering in the wilderness because earlier God had given them a smart phone but they didn’t use it as designed.

· Their lives were lacking faith to reach the potential God had for them – entering the PROMISE LAND.

· So today we pick up the true story 40 years later and Israel is AGAIN on the verge of entering the PL.
T Joshua 1:1 After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses' aide: 

2 "Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them — to the Israelites. 

APP: Put yourself in Joshua’s sandals.

· Joshua was born under Egyptian slavery and KNEW what it was to suffer.

· Joshua now about 80 -85 years old had been trained by Moses and was a faithful servant for 40 years.  

· He learned to submit to Moses’ leadership and not try and push his way into the top leadership position. 
· He was comfortable being in second place and learning how to be obedient in many small details of life.
Reach your God-given potential = RGP
RGP – learn how to wait for God’s timing
· Joshua is a perfect example of being faithful where God puts us until God is ready to take us to the next level.

· Joshua already knew this day was coming.  Joshua already knew God was going to make him the next leader after Moses.

THANKS for being faithful to serve God WHERE He has you NOW!
T Numbers 27:12-20
12 Then the Lord said to Moses, "Go up this mountain in the Abarim range and see the land I have given the Israelites. 

13 After you have seen it, you too will be gathered to your people….., 

15 Moses said to the Lord, 

16 "May the Lord, the God of the spirits of all mankind, appoint a man over this community 

17 to go out and come in before them, one who will lead them out and bring them in, so the Lord's people will not be like sheep without a shepherd." 

18 So the Lord said to Moses, "Take Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay your hand on him. 

19 Have him stand before Eleazar the priest and the entire assembly and commission him in their presence. 

20 Give him some of your authority so the whole Israelite community will obey him.

RGP – be ready to change
· God himself never changes but God is a God of change
· God is always at WORK in the background of our lives.

· He wants to change us so that we can help him change our world for Jesus Christ.

R Romans 12:2 (NLT) Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.


· God has left each of us here as His agents of change

· God’s desire is that all sinners come to repentance and become followers of Jesus Christ – changed forever

18 So the Lord said to Moses, "Take Joshua….

· Notice God chose the next leader.

· Moses says to God as you chose me, chose another man who will shepherd this people.
RGP – submit to THE SHEPHERD (to His under-shepherds)
· God made all of us sheep that need a shepherd, a leader.

· Ultimately God is our only shepherd but God has also chosen leaders, elders and pastors to lead HIS sheep.

· Joshua ISN’T going into the PL by himself – the people AREN’T going into the PL by themselves.

· They are going into the PL as family – the family of God – following their God and their human leaders
PP: 5 c’s – be connected

· You and I will NEVER reach God’s potential for us trying to do life alone.

· We are commanded by God to do life connected to one another – as a family; as a body of believers.

· Are YOU connected or are you a LONE RANGER?

18 So the Lord said to Moses, "Take Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay your hand on him. 

· Like Moses Joshua already had been empowered by the Holy Spirit.
· There was no way for a leader to be effective without being filled with God’s Spirit.

RGP – live the Spirit filled life
App: Remember that the wilderness – the land between Egypt and the Promise Land comes to a CF living a carnal life.

The Promise Land is the Spirit filled life, a land of promise, blessings, rest and FULL POTENTIAL.

· None of us will ever reach full potential doing life in our own strength.

· Jesus proved that to us when He told his disciples that before they could begin ministry (he was going back to Heaven); they had to be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit.

· Jesus taught the availability AND the necessity of the Spirit filled life for EVERY believer  

· Jesus - you will need the overflowing power of the Spirit in your lives BEFORE you can change YOUR world. What I needed, you will need also.  

R Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

R Ephesians 5:18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. 

If you are unsure what that lifestyle looks like, you can listen or watch this teaching.  It will introduce you to the Spirit Filled life.
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B Joshua 1:1 After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses' aide: 

2 "Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them — to the Israelites. 

3 I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. 

4 Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the Euphrates — all the Hittite country — to the Great Sea on the west. 

RGP – believe all of God’s promises
· The PL was a covenant from God given to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
· The Bible tells us that God CANNOT lie – so all his promises are true.

· Verse 5 gives us ONE of the great promises from God to Joshua but it also applies to each of us.

5 No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life…..

RGP – rely on God’s divine power=certain victory
God tells Joshua BEFORE they step into the PL – the end result of the battles they will have there. They will conquer the land – guaranteed.
· Whatever you are battling today – the battle is the Lord’s.

· Since God is for us who cares who or what is against us.

R Eph 6:10 (NLT) A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 

· Be reminded that we have no natural power to fight Satan. 

· Simply rely on God’s power since it is his battle and it is already WON.

· Following Jesus in HIS power guarantees that each of us will reach the FULL potential that God has for us.

R Philippians 1:6 (NLT) And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.


5 No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. 

RGP – be assured of God’s continuing presence
· God had promised to be with Joshua and the Children of Israel.

· In fact God promised no matter what HE WOULD NOT LEAVE THEM.

· As CF’S we have that same promise today.

Hebrews 13:5-6……….God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."  So we say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?"  

· CF – we are NEVER ALONE; we are never doing life alone.
· In fact we have it even better than the believers in the OT.

· In the NT we know that when a person becomes a follower of Jesus, God actually comes to live INSIDE OF THEM.

· No wonder we are never alone – we have GOD LIVING IN US.

Wherever we find ourselves – God is with us/in us.
· In a hospital room

· In a dorm

· At home

· At play

· In the office

· In the courtroom

· In a funeral home

· At the birth of your new child

· In an accident

· At a cross road where you need wisdom and direction

· In your depression and hopelessness

· After failure

God gave us his Holy Spirit to empower us and enable us to overcome every situation in life.  He is our helper in every circumstance – even those that seem impossible.
6 "Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give them. 

7 Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 

8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 

9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go." 

· Joshua didn’t start leading in his own wisdom.  Notice verse 1 – God spoke to Joshua – here is what to do.  

· Actually verses 1-9 are God’s words of instruction to Joshua.

· Joshua here is how to lead and be successful

· Here is how to reach your God given potential and help the people reach their God given potential!

RGP – listen to and obey God’s word
Reach your God given potential – listen to and obey God’s word
· Joshua knew that Moses had been an effective leader because HE DID LISTEN TO GOD.

· God is still speaking today and He most often speaks through HIS word.

What was God saying to Joshua – bottom line???
We can live every day with: No lack, no fear, no excuses, no regrets = unlimited opportunities
· The very first step to reaching God’s potential is for you to become a follower of Jesus Christ.
· Currently you are trying to do life without God and I can tell you that it will NEVER work.

· You were only designed to life WITH GOD.

· He is ready to change you and bring forgiveness and new purpose to you.

· You must take the next step.

God’s PROMISE to you
Romans 10:9 (NLT) If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
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