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on mission -2  luke 10
A mission statement simply states the purpose or goals of a company.
T Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost." 

· We learned last weekend in this one verse Jesus give us the His and our mission.
Mission: Jesus came to seek out sinners, share the good news and transform their lives for eternity.
T Luke 10:1 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go. 

· We discovered that these 72 disciples were NOT the 12 apostles.  

· They are 72 UNKNOWN CF’S and thus this has great application for you and me.

CF – Jesus has appointed YOU to go and BE ON MISSION
· Every CF is Jesus in their world.  
· We are on assignment for God to accomplish Jesus’ mission – seek, save the lost

· We are to take the good news to the WHOLE world 

Luke 10:2 He told them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 

· Jesus says there were lots of people looking for answers to life’s questions.
· Jesus clarifies the problem – it is NOT too few lost people; the problem is there are not enough CF’S who are on mission.

· Too many CF are concerned only for themselves.

· No doubt as these 72 go, they will SEE the needs.  They will interact with hurting people whose lives are messy and a disaster.  They will realize WHY God had them go to these hurting people
APP: Today it is NO different; our neighborhoods and our world are FILLED with people who are trying to do life without God and thus are empty, lonely, guilty and afraid of death.  (Water baptism testimonies)
Just before these 72 head off on their mission, Jesus outlines what they can expect on this mission.
PP: Hurdles that can keep us from being ON MISSION

· The Bible equates our life to a spiritual race. In fact the moment you believed in Jesus Christ, the spiritual race began for you.
· God’s will is for you to finish your race WELL and stay ON MISSION.
· Today we will see several HURDLES that can keep us from finishing well and staying ON MISSION.
Luke 10:3 Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 

· Jesus reminds them that there will be spiritual attacks and warfare.

PP: The hurdle of self reliance (travel UHI)
· Satan will come against them as they share the gospel.

· Satan wants people to remain lost and dead in their sins.
· Many CF’S think they can grow spiritually and stay ON MISSION in their own wisdom and strength – that is IMPOSSIBLE
· Only as we live daily in God’s authority and HIS power can we expect to impact our world and JUMP this hurdle.
· These 72 will go out living under the influence of God’s ability and we will see at the end they were successful.

· God power always defeats Satan’s power.
R Acts 1:8 (NLT) But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”


Luke 10:4 Do not take a purse or bag or sandals;… 

PP: The hurdle of worry (travel with faith)
· Remember this was a training mission.  These 72 were to take along minimal supplies. 
· Can you hear them saying – not even our ATM cards?  Then HOW we will eat and where will we stay?

· But Jesus says I will provide for you on this mission – don’t worry.
· Quit focusing on what you DON’T have – focus on what you DO have.

· Jesus wants us to focus on the fact that whatever we need on the road of life, physical, spiritual or emotional – God will provide.

2 Peter 1:3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 

· Every resource, every daily need, every divine appointment will be provided by God who loves to richly shower us with his love.

· While ON MISSION there will be NO LACK.

CF – we have everything we need to stay ON MISSION
R Matthew 6:33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 

Illus: Testimony about tithes  Be ON MISSION and God will provide
Luke 10:4 ……….and do not greet anyone on the road. 

· Jesus wasn’t telling them NOT to be courteous but not to waste valuable time on long ceremonious greetings, which were common in those days.

PP: The hurdle of distractions - misused time (travel efficiently)
· Jesus says use your time wisely.

· Every day would bring opened doors and amazing potential.

· Be ready to use your time to meet the needs of all the hurting people you will meet.

· Be sensitive and allow the Holy Spirit to direct you to those who will need your help and prayers.

· Don’t let them sidetrack you away from sharing the gospel.

Satan loves to get us talking and discussion things that really have no value.
PP: Can God make a rock so BIG that He can’t pick it up?
· Who do you think is the Antichrist?

· What Bible do you use – I am sure only the KJV is the real one.
· Jesus faced all kinds of questions like these that don’t matter at all.

· Why don’t your disciples fast and wash their hands ceremoniously like all good Jewish people.
Luke 4:43 But he said, "I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent." 

· Jesus KNEW how to stay ON MISSION and preach the good news
· Jesus KNEW how to keep the main thing the main thing
· Jesus KNEW he couldn’t let people set the days agenda.

· Jesus let God set the agenda and thus the opportunities – the open doors.

We have to be ON MESSAGE to be ON MISSION 

T John 3:1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. 

John 3:2 He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him." 

John 3:3 In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again." 

· Jesus KNEW the gospel message was the only cure for sin and spiritual death.

· Jesus doesn’t waste time with Nicodemus but using his time efficiently and wisely.

· Jesus doesn’t fall for the kind comments from him or get involved talking about the miracles he has performed.

· But Jesus immediately answers a question that Nicodemus doesn’t even ask.

· Jesus KNOWS what Nicodemus needs – he needs to be born again and have his life changed.

We can learn a lot about this encounter. We need to keep the main thing the main thing.  We need to use our time to share the GOSPEL when the TIME is right.
Romans 1:16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.
The most valuable resource God gives us is time.  

Luke 10:5 "When you enter a house, first say, 'Peace to this house.' 

Luke 10:6 If a man of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; if not, it will return to you. 

Luke 10:7 Stay in that house, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to house. 

Luke 10:8 "When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set before you. 

Luke 10:9 Heal the sick who are there and tell them, 'The kingdom of God is near you.' 

PP:  The hurdle of stuff/greed (travel focused and contented)
Jesus reminds them to KEEP ON TARGET; keep moving ON MISSION.
· Time is of the essence. ― eat what‘s set before you and stay where you are welcomed

· Understand you sometimes be in Gentile territory. Relax and eat; don’t focus on where the food‘s kosher or not.
· Jesus says “So eat and enjoy it, but don’t feel like you’re entitled to go from house to house and get better food or better lodging.

· Stay contented and INVEST in the PEOPLE.
Romans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, 

· Jesus reminds them that life is all about God and people. 
· Life is never about STUFF.

· Only PEOPLE live forever after they die.

· Jesus came with the good news so that PEOPLE can go to Heaven.
· Everything else is TEMPORARY.

Illus: You were born for this – p 69 “Our role in any miracle must be to serve people – anyone, anytime, anywhere He directs.”

Next Jesus gave them REALISTIC EXPECTATIONS about their travels
Luke 10:10 But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, 

Luke 10:11 'Even the dust of your town that sticks to our feet we wipe off against you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God is near.' 

Luke 10:12 I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town. 

Luke 10:13 "Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 

Luke 10:14 But it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for you. 

Luke 10:15 And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the skies? No, you will go down to the depths.  

Luke 10:16 "He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me; but he who rejects me rejects him who sent me." 

PP: The hurdle of rejection/closed doors (travel encouraged)
· Jesus KNEW that some people and in fact some whole towns would reject the good news and these 72.
· We cannot expect that every person will be open to hear the gospel.

· Jesus tells us that some doors will be closed; some people will NOT welcome you wanting to tell them the good news.

· Don’t take this rejection personal – earlier Jesus had told his disciples, if they have rejected me, they WILL reject you.

When rejected, we never change the MESSAGE
APP: Don’t be discouraged, don’t live frustrated, and don’t try to push open a closed door. 

Don’t let this rejection stop you from being ON MISSION.

JUMP over the hurdle and move on to other people, other towns.

· Jesus speaks of 3 cities in those days that were privileged to see HIM do MANY miracles.

· But as a whole these cities REJECTED Jesus as the Messiah.

· Capernaum was actually Jesus’ base for ministry but most of the people didn’t believe in him or his teachings.

· Jesus says these towns and people will be held accountable and undergo greater judgment because they have the privilege of hearing the good news.

PP: Today ancient Capernaum is desolate — Jesus’ words fulfilled
· If people want to be left alone to do life without God, give them their wish.
· We know there is a time when God stops dealing with a person’s heart.

· We don’t know that time so we move from sharing to PRAYING.

To reject God, Jesus and the Bible is to bring ruin to your life
Luke 10:17 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, "Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name." 

Luke 10:18 He replied, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.  

Luke 10:19 I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 

Luke 10:20 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven." 

· These 72 disciples come back excited and full of JOY.

· IT IS EXCITING and FULFILLING to work for God.

· They have stayed ON MISSION and ON MESSAGE.

· Everything they needed to be successful was available to them.

· Jesus says you have seen the power of God at work in all kinds of situations including casting out demons – awesome I rejoice with you.

BUT then Jesus refocuses their attention: let’s keep the main thing the main thing.
ON MISSION – the greatest miracle is the miracle of salvation – being born again.
· Understand EVERY OTHER miracle in our lives is temporary.
· The only miracle that is eternal is our salvation.

· Jesus says BE JOYFUL of what God has done for you; not really what you have done for God.

· Since your name is written in the book of life, you will live with me forever in Heaven.

Is YOUR name written in God’s book of life?
Revelation 20:15 If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire (hell)  

 
· How does a person get their name written in the book of life?

· Simply by being born again and becoming a follower of Jesus Christ.

· You are not good enough.

· You need to have your sins forgiven.

· Only forgiven people have their names in the book of life.

Understand that your refusal to accept Jesus as your Savior, will keep your name from the Book of Life and you will be separated from God the father, God the son, and God the Holy Spirit for all eternity!  

You must have your name in the book of life BEFORE you die  

Once you die, you never have a chance to change judgments or eternal destinies.  

You cannot write it in the name of your children, spouse or friend.    

Only God writes the names in HIS book after you accept HIS SON JESUS  
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