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Palm Sunday Matt 21
· This weekend we begin Holy Week; a celebration of amazing events that took place in Jerusalem 2000 years ago. 
· These eight days represent the epicenter that changed our world for all time. They are the foundation of the Christian faith.

· Holy week begins with Palm Sunday and Jesus’ announcement as he enters Jerusalem. 

· Holy week ends with Easter Sunday and the resurrection of Jesus.

T Matthew 20:17-19

17 Now as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside and said to them, 

18 "We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death 

19 and will turn him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!" 

· Notice what Jesus knew about HIS future.  This is at least the 4th time that Jesus shares about his upcoming death on the cross.

· Here he shares some new details including that his death would happen in Jerusalem.

· All four of the gospels tell us about Palm Sunday and Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem.

· But where did JESUS get ALL these details concerning his death and resurrection BEFORE they happened?
Luke 18:31 Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, "We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. 

· Jesus reminds the 12 disciples that the Word of God is true – all of it.

· We know that from childhood Jesus studied the OT scriptures.

· Jesus knew EVERYTHING that was going to happen during these next 8 days was predicted in the OT.

Jesus knew and trusted the Bible as TRUTH
Luke 4:4 (NKJV) But Jesus answered him, saying, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.’ ”
John 17:17 (NLT) Make them holy by your truth; teach them your word, which is truth.
· Satan knows that the Bible is powerful and its truths change lives.

· God speaks through HIS living powerful word to mankind.

· We are warned in the Bible that in the last days Satan will use all types of deception to dilute and deny the truth of the Bible.

· Remember we often become what we read, what we watch and who we hang with.

PP: Thomas Jefferson's Cut-and-Paste Bible – The Atheist Bible - Love wins 

Love wins is a book about Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of Every Person Who Ever Lived is filled with LIES and deception. What if there’s no hell.

One of our elders: Isn't the much more important question, "What if there is!" Don’t read anything by so called pastor Rob Bell.

We know that during the next eight days every one of these details written by the PROPHETS concerning Jesus’ future was fulfilled accurately and perfectly.
· He did die in Jerusalem. 
· He was betrayed to the chief priests and scribes. 
· He was condemned to death by the leaders of the Hebrew people. 
· They did hand Him over to the Gentiles for execution. 
· He was mocked flogged and crucified by the Gentiles
· And supernaturally God did raise Jesus from the dead on the third day.

Don’t ever doubt the Word of God (the Bible)
T Matthew 21:1-11
· One morning Jesus got up and knew this was going to be a different day.

· Jesus had an appointment to go to Jerusalem and this would start the last week of his life.

1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 

2 saying to them, "Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me.

3 If anyone says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away." 

· Why would Jesus ask for a donkey as he was walking toward Jerusalem?
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 

5 "Say to the Daughter of Zion, 'See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.'"  

T Zechariah 9:9 Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

· We read words that God wrote 500 years before that day.

· The prophet Zechariah had predicted that the Messiah would enter Jerusalem riding on a colt.
· Matthew says Jesus was FULFILLING this prophecy – proving again that God’s word is true.
God knows the future – our future
B Matt 21:3 If anyone says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away." 

· The Lord -Kyrios = lord, master, owner (God, Jesus) 
· Needs them - This weekend I want all of us to donkeys

App: turn to your neighbor and say I am a donkey

· Don’t be upset, the Bible tells us that God even spoke through a donkey in the OT.

· This young donkey was just like you and me – created by God

R John 1:3 (NLT) God created everything through him (Jesus), and nothing was created except through him.

· I want to use that colt for 3 applications for each of us.

· Jesus needed these two donkeys – he has a purpose for using them

Do you know that God created each of us with a purpose?

1) God wants you and needs you

John 15:16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit — fruit that will last…………. 

· It is amazing to me that God could do all the work of the ministry – changing lives WITHOUT any of us but he has chosen to use ALL of us
· He has gifted you and equipped you and empowered you to go and change the world WITH Him.

· The Bible says that we are co-laborers with Him - Wow
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them.

7 They brought the donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them.

· After the disciples had spread their garments on the animals, Jesus mounted the colt and rode toward Jerusalem.

· Jesus wasn’t riding on a war horse but a young donkey (a beast of burden).  A king on a donkey – are you kidding?

REMEMBER
· Jesus was coming not as a conquering general but as a humble man of peace.

· He was not coming as an earthly king – this world was not his home.

· Jesus was saying – expect the unexpected – I am YOUR KING but not the King you are looking for.

· Jesus was joyfully submitting to the Will of HIS Father.

· This young colt had NEVER been ridden before - how would you like to ride on a horse, donkey, or colt that had never been ridden before?
Illus: My wife loves horses and when she was younger she even had her own horse. For me horses are simply ok. But being the LOVING husband that I am, I have taken her horseback riding. Once she picked a horse that look easy to ride for me – his name SLO MO. I got on this big horse and immediately realized “SLOW MO” couldn’t have been its name - he must have been called “speed demon”. The minute I got on the horse, this horse knew who was in control and it wasn’t me!

· But the moment Jesus gets on this colt -instantly the colt knew that the rider was in control. The colt SUBMITTED to its Lord – its creator.
2) God needs you joyfully submitted to do HIS will

· If we are going to fulfill God’s purpose for us and be useful to God we must submit to HIS will.

· We need to remind ourselves that life is not about us but God.

· Life is not about us but God.

· This donkey was willingly doing the will of Jesus.

Remember that life is not about YOU – it’s all about God
Psalm 40:8 (NLT) I take joy in doing your will, my God, for your instructions are written on my heart.”


Here are some questions for each of us today
· Are you and I submitted joyfully to the will of God?

· Do we realize that the will of God is better than any plan I have?

· Do we understand that the Bible defines the will of God for each of us?

8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 

Most of these people were pilgrims from Galilee on their way to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. They were familiar with Jesus and the many miracles He had performed in Galilee. 

· Many people entered into the excitement of the moment and spontaneously paid Him tribute by spreading their outer cloaks before Him on the dusty road.  
· This was like rolling out the red carpet - actually an OT way of paying honor to a king.  
· Still others took leafy branches cut from the nearby fields or trees and waved them in the air. 
· In the Old Testament, the Jews were told to wave palm fronds as a part of the Feast of Tabernacles.
· Two hundred years before Christ, during the Maccabean Rebellion, when the Jews temporarily regained control of the Temple from the Syrians, they celebrated by waving palm branches.
9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,

"Hosanna to the Son of David!" "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Hosanna in the highest!" 

· As the people walked along, some before Jesus and some behind Him, they were singing some of the pilgrim psalms.

· So Jesus NOT only fulfilled the OT promise of Zechariah but also the predictions of Psalms 118:25 – 26.

R Psalms 118:25-26 O Lord, save us; O Lord, grant us success. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. From the house of the Lord we bless you.  

Hosanna = save us NOW
· Psalm 118 was one of the best-known Messianic psalms. 

· As they shouted this words they were acknowledging Jesus as the promised Messiah
· Yet most of these Jews were worshipping Jesus for the wrong reasons.
· The crowd that day was shouting SAVE US but they were really saying Jesus SAVE US POLITICALLY

· They were looking for a POLITICAL KING to free them, to save them from ROME but they needed a different kind of salvation.
3) God needs you to LIFT up Jesus – the only true Savior
· 2000 years ago on Palm Sunday Jesus rode humbly on a young colt into the city of Jerusalem.

· The colt was LIFTING UP JESUS – the colt was not the focus, Jesus was the focus.

· Jesus was indeed on the way to SAVE US NOW but it was a SPIRITUAL salvation – a SPIRITUAL FREEDOM.

Jesus is the ONLY one who can save us from our sins
· We need Jesus to save us from our sin

· We need Jesus to save us from ourselves

· We need Jesus to save us from our death sentence caused by our sin

Peter would learn the truth about SAVE US NOW.
Acts 4:12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved."
· Where did Peter learn this TRUTH? Jesus taught it to him.

R John 14:6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
· People need to hear THIS truth.

· CF’S MUST BE sharing this truth – lifting UP JESUS as the only solution to man’s sin problem.

PP: Picture of Jesus overlooking Jerusalem

· Luke recorded that Jesus wept over the city and told the religious leaders they missed the real truth of his triumphal entry – they didn’t believe that Jesus was THE MESSIAH – the only solution to their sins.
· In fact within the week many of these same people who were shouting praises for Jesus would be shouting the words “crucify him”

T Revelation 19:11

· All the prophecies about Jesus life and death were fulfilled perfectly.

· Thus there should be no doubt at all about the remaining prophecies written in the Bible.

· What God says is going to happen WILL happen.

· What we are going to read WILL HAPPEN
· This passage shows the fulfillment of the single greatest promise of history: the return of Christ to reign on earth.
Revelation 19:11-16
11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war.   

12 His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. 

13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. 14 The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean.

 15 Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 

16 On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 

· This is the 2nd coming of Jesus to the earth.
· In his first coming Jesus came humbly to this earth to die and redeem mankind – provide the only way to salvation and forgiveness.

· In his second coming Jesus is coming to the earth to rule and reign

· Finally the earth will have justice and peace because the KING OF KINGS is on HIS THRONE.

Verse 14 is the key – the armies of heaven are coming back to the earth with Jesus

Who are in this army - every person who has been saved by repenting and believing in Jesus as their personal savior?

WILL YOU BE IN THIS ARMY

ARE YOU BORN AGAIN

HAVE YOU EVER REPENTED AND BELIEVED IN JESUS
ARE YOU FOLLOWING HIM TODAY?

SAVE NOW
YOU need to do 6 things.
1. Recognize that you are a sinner

2. Recognize that Jesus Christ died on the cross for you.

3. Repent of your sins – turn around and follow God

4. Receive Jesus as your personal Savior- it is a gift

John 1:12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-

5. Do it today – no time to waste

6. Do it publicly
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