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on mission  luke 10
PP: Publix, Starbucks, Microsoft – what is the mission of these 3 companies (we know that making money, a profit is the big one) but what is their mission.
A mission statement simply states the purpose or goals of a company.
Publix – Our Mission at Publix is to be the premier quality food retailer in the world.

Starbucks - Our mission: to inspire and nurture the human spirit – one person, one cup and one neighborhood at a time.
Microsoft – Our mission is to work to help people and businesses throughout the world realize their full potential.  
PP: What is KFC’s mission with their new bunless Double Down fried chicken sandwich? The sandwich uses two boneless chicken breasts as the bun. In between are two pieces of bacon, two melted slices of Monterey Jack and pepper jack cheese and Colonel's Sauce.  It has 540 calories, 32 grams of fat, 10 grams of that saturated fat and 1380 mg salt.

What is the mission of Jesus and His followers?
T Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost." 
· We see Jesus give us the His and our mission in one verse

Don’t copy
Seek – in order to find; to go or strive after
Who do we seek?

Lost – to the shepherd, lost of well-being, those who are perishing
Why do we seek the lost?

Save - to rescue from danger or destruction; to save from perishing; to make well, heal, restore to health. 

· Lost people matter to God; every person matters to God

· Since we are to be like Jesus – lost people matter to us
T Luke 5:31-32 Jesus answered them, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." 

· Jesus was teaching HIS disciples, HIS followers that people who “think” they are good enough in themselves to get to Heaven will never believe and repent and come to salvation.

· Thus Jesus came for those who are willing to confess their sins and change their lives by following Him.
T Luke 15:4-7

4 "Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 

5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 

6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, 'Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.' 

7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 

The lesson is clear- we see the clarity in the mission of Jesus
One sinner coming to repentance brings great joy – just ONE.

· If we worked for Publix, Starbucks or Microsoft, we would understand their mission.  No doubt they have employee training sessions where the mission of the company is repeated over and over.
· Today in our passage we will see Jesus sending out CF’S on a training mission.  They would be instructed to keep the mission of Jesus primary in their everyday lives.
Mission: Jesus came to seek out sinners, share the good news and transform their lives for eternity.
T Luke 10::1 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go. 

· Notice that these 72 disciples are NOT the 12 apostles.  

· They are 72 UNKNOWN CF’S and thus this has great application for you and me.

CF – Jesus has appointed YOU to go
· It is crucial that you put yourself in this true story.

· If we were living in those days, some of us might have actually been among these 72.

· What can we learn from this passage that God put in the Bible?

I’m on a mission for Jesus – turn to your neighbor

R John 20:21 Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you."  

· Actually every CF is Jesus in their world.  We are on assignment for God to accomplish Jesus’ mission – seek, save the lost

Go – to every city everywhere – “world vision”
· Jesus was headed to Jerusalem to be crucified.  He knew that the time was short and that there were still many villages that had not yet heard His message.

· These 72 were going to share the good news in cities many had never visited.  

· Do you THINK they were excited about their mission?

· Do you THINK they understood that they were born for this?

Book: You were born for this – read back cover.

“The truth is you were born to live a supernatural life doing God’s work by God’s power.  You were born to walk out your door each morning believing that God will use you to deliver a necessary miracle to someone in need.”

· In the OT in Isaiah 6 we have a beautiful story of the Isaiah’s willingness to go and speak for God.
· God touched him while worshiping, forgave him and next….
Isaiah 6:8-9 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I. Send me!" He said, "Go and tell this people……..
· Isaiah was excited to go and work for God since God had forgiven him.

· Just like today, we need to realize that God is sending every CF to go and share the good news to our world.
· We have been forgiven and the news is too good to keep to ourselves.
SO Jesus was expanding the vision of these 72 to the world.

How do you see the world – the 6.8 billion people?
PP: I often watch BBC news because it is much more world oriented than our local news.  Too many Americans have a very limited view of our world. Notice how small the % of the USA in comparison to the world.
R Matt 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations….

PP: Picture of people groups

· Remember that Jesus died for the sins of the WHOLE world.

· Expand your vision to the whole world.

· Buddhists, Muslims, Hindus, Jews, pagans, skeptics ALL need to hear the message of Jesus.

· We cannot limit God to the USA. 

· Go on a short term mission’s trip – think and pray internationally. 
· Thanks for being involved in Haiti – there will be many more opportunities there in the future.

JP Phillips “our vision of God is too small and our vision of the world is too limited”

Luke 10:2 He told them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 

· Jesus says there were lots of people looking for answers to life’s questions.  
· Often Jesus alluded to lost people like sheep without a shepherd.

T Matt 9:36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 

First notice that Jesus SAW.

VISION - To see others, we have to take our eyes off ourselves
· They had strayed away, gotten entangled in the emptiness and sinfulness of the world and couldn’t find their way home.

· As Jesus encountered the depth of human need, He was moved with compassion.
· God help us to be moved as we see people who are harassed, troubled, lost, and living without purpose and direction.

· Compassion is MORE than just feeling.…..Jesus had a heart for them but also had action – he touched them

Look at God’s SEEKING HEART in the OT
Ezekiel 34:11-12 (NLT) “For this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself will search and find my sheep. I will be like a shepherd looking for his scattered flock. I will find my sheep and rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on that dark and cloudy day.


Ezekiel 34:16 (NLT) I will search for my lost ones who strayed away, and I will bring them safely home again. I will bandage the injured and strengthen the weak…..
Our neighborhoods and our world are FILLED with people who are trying to do life without God and thus are empty, lonely, guilty and afraid of death.
Understand the problem is not too few lost people; the problem is there are not enough “workers” - CF’S who are willing to go out everyday and expect God to use them to meet a need in a lost person’s life.

Go NOW and EVERYDAY – there is an urgency
Evangelism (sharing the good news) is the primary way that God brings people to salvation.
· Jesus saw the PROBLEM of human need –searching people as an opportunity.

· Very important that we are positive people rather than always seeing the trouble or negative aspects of people who are NOT doing life right.
· Jesus says go NOW – there are searching people everywhere.
· We need to quit saying – I remember the time that God used me………

· We need to quit talking about God using us in the future.
· God wants to use each of us - TODAY
Go praying (for more willing CF’S)– pray against apathy, fear and self
Under His Influence – we learned an important key:  God cannot fill us with the HS until we are emptied of apathy and fear.
· Today the need is greater than the supply of CF’S; why?

· Because CF’S don’t go daily and expect God to open doors of opportunity to partner with Him in divine appointments.
· God help us to see since we are CF’S, we are to have the heart and mission of God.

· We do HIS will, we are about HIS business, and it is HIS field we are to work in NOW.
B Luke 10:3 Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 

· Jesus reminds them that there will be spiritual attacks and warfare.
· Satan will come against them as they share the gospel.

· Satan wants people to remain lost and dead in their sins.

· But they had WATCHED Jesus defeat Satan and his demons time and time again.

· NOW they were being challenged to GO and DO like Jesus.
· They understood Jesus’ MISSION.

BUT Jesus didn’t send them out on this mission empty handed.
· This was still a team effort.  Even though they would be physically apart from Jesus – HIS delegated authority and power was STILL with them.

· TODAY it is the same - we work WITH God as a TEAM.

· It is our availability and God’s ability.

R John 15:5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 

1. If I team up with God and do HIS thing – great things will happen.

2. If I try to do things in my own ability – nothing of spiritual value will happen.

Go – equipped and empowered by the Holy Spirit
· Today many people expect to carry out the mission of Jesus without God’s power.  They believe that the spiritual gifts have all ceased.  But how are we ever going to do the work of Jesus all over the world WITHOUT HIS mighty power?

· If we are going to be an extension of Jesus we cannot go out into the hostile Satan controlled world in our own wisdom and power.  
· We must be living UNDER HIS INFLUENCE - GET THE SERIES.

1. We go in God’s strength – the power of the Holy Spirit

John 4:4 - greater is he that lives in me than he that lives in the world.
Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  

2. We go proclaiming God’s word – the word of God is living and powerful.

R Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.  

 
Heb 4:12-13 (Message) God means what he says. What he says goes. His powerful Word is sharp as a surgeon's scalpel, cutting through everything, whether doubt or defense, laying us open to listen and obey.  Nothing and no one is impervious to God's Word. We can't get away from it — no matter what. 
· The Word of God is not simply a collection of words from God, a vehicle for communicating ideas; it is living, life-changing, and dynamic as it works in us. 
· With the incisiveness of a surgeon's knife, God's Word reveals who we are and what we are not. 
· It penetrates the core of our moral and spiritual life. It discerns what is within us, both good and evil. 
· The demands of God's Word require decisions. We must not only listen to the Word; we must also let it shape our lives.  

Romans 1:16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.

1 Corinthians 4:20 (NLT) For the Kingdom of God is not just a lot of talk; it is living by God’s power.

ON MISSION for God
Mission: Jesus came to seek out sinners, share the good news and transform their lives for eternity.

We are Jesus in our world.

PP: 5 c – communicate the good news to everyone everywhere

Read P 10 You were born for this
 – I wrote this book to help you see that the land of personal, everyday miracles is your rightful home turf…..it all starts with men and women who say to God – Please send me to do YOUR work by YOUR power today.
Closing Application

Pray for the person on your right and left that they will become a DAILY worker in God’s harvest field.  That every day they would walk out their door and believe God will use them to change THEIR WORLD.
Are you searching for God, got lost trying to do life alone?
God has been pursuing you – you didn’t come here by accident today.

Let me forgive you, restore you and bring purpose and meaning to your life.

It is never too late to start doing right.
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