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An empty tomb – a full life   Easter 2010

Believe - to accept as true, genuine, or real
PP: Do you believe the iPad will revolutionize media?

PP: Do you believe there is something happening in this womb?
Do you believe that I can be done with my teaching on time TODAY?

PP: Would you believe this warning sign? 

If you really believed this sign, what would you DO?

Believe is a verb – an action word that produces obedience
· What we believe is very important when it comes to spiritual matters.

· What we believe is crucial when it comes to life and death matters.

Christianity, if false, is of no importance, and if true, of infinite importance. The only thing it cannot be is moderately important.”
Do YOU believe that the tomb is empty, Jesus is alive and your life can be changed FOREVER?
Today we want to look at the story of the empty tomb and how it changed the beliefs of Jesus’ followers.

John 20:1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 

· Early on Sunday morning Mary (and other women) came to the tomb bringing spices to anoint Jesus’ body. 
· When she saw the stone had been moved away and she was confused and discouraged – she BELIEVED that someone had stolen Jesus’ dead body.  (wrong belief)
· We know the real story is that God sent an earthquake and an angel rolled the stone away from the tomb.    

11 …Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 

12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 

13 They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?" "They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I don't know where they have put him." (wrong belief)
14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 

15 "Woman," he said, "why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?" 

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him." (wrong belief)
16 Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher). 

Then one of the greatest instant changes in belief happens with one WORD - MARY
· Mary like all the other followers of Jesus didn’t believe Jesus’ teaching that he would be resurrected from the dead.

· But NOW Mary believes the truth- the tomb is EMPTY because Jesus was resurrected from the dead and is alive.

· Mary is talking to the RISEN Christ.

· Mary’s UNBELIEF instantly changes to REAL BELIEF.

When Jesus calls your name – unbelief turns to belief
APP: 
· Do you know that Jesus knows the names of ALL the 6.8 billion people on this earth? 
· Every person was created to know, worship, serve and enjoy God.  
· We were meant to live with Him forever in Heaven.

· TODAY many of you will hear God calling YOUR NAME in this service.

· He loves you, Jesus His son died for you and he wants to have a personal relationship with YOU.

· WE HAVE A PERSONAL GOD - WOW

17 Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'" 

18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lord!" And she told them that he had said these things to her. 

· Remember that believe is a verb – an action word that produces obedience

· Mary believes and then obeys Jesus.
· Mary becomes the first witness to tell others that Jesus is alive.
How did Jesus’ disciples receive Mary’s good news?
Mark 16:10-11 (NLT) She went to the disciples, who were grieving and weeping, and told them what had happened. But when she told them that Jesus was alive and she had seen him, they didn’t believe her.


· WOW – the disciples had WRONG beliefs. 
· In spite of all the evidences – (1) Peter and John seeing the empty tomb and the linen wrappings and (2) Mary’s personal encounter and (3) the two disciples’ personal encounter with Jesus on the road to Emmaus – somehow they refused to believe.
· They were HOPELESS and hurting with unbelief – wrong belief.
What would Jesus do with this unbelief?
John 20:19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!"  

· Jesus enters the locked room in his new glorified body.
· His first words were not – what is wrong with you guys.  
· Do you understand HOW many times that I told you I would be crucified but in 3 days God would resurrect me from the dead?  
· What were you thinking and what have you believed these last 3 days?  
NO Jesus says this - Peace be with YOU.
Peace (shalom) – completeness, safety, total well being, everything is going to be all right – everything is in place
20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

Correct belief brings GOD’S amazing peace
· Because they now have correct belief, their emptiness turns into life, joy and hope for tomorrow.

· Over time these disciples would think of all the promises that Jesus had SAID to them – here is a great one.
John 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

John 10:10 Message Bible – “I came so they can have real and eternal life, more and better life than they ever dreamed of.”  

The empty tomb shouts anyone exchange their emptiness for real life.
Illus: Walk into the tomb – the empty tomb
Apart from God, life is empty and has no meaning  

· King David had a son named Solomon who the Bible says was the wisest man who ever lived.  Early in his life Solomon set out to travel the road of life and find its purpose and meaning.  

· Because Solomon was wiser and richer than any of us will ever be, he was able to go down every road in life. Here are 10 roads that he traveled.  
1.  Study (education)  

2.  Exploration of the world (science)  

3.  Worldly wisdom  

4.  Alcohol (drugs)  

5.  Achievement  

6.  Wealth  

7.  Sex  

8.  Madness and folly (partying)  

9.  A great reputation  

10.  Work (possessions)  

 

After experimenting with every earthly option possible, after traveling down every road to find some meaning, happiness, and fulfillment, here is what Solomon discovered.    

Ecc 1:2 (NLT) “Everything is meaningless,” says the Teacher, “completely meaningless!”
· Solomon didn’t understand that God designed man to be empty unless they had a personal relationship with Him.

Life is EMPTY without a personal relationship with God
Jesus knew the need of mankind and so he commissions his disciples to take the good news of the empty tomb and that he is alive to the whole world.

John 20:21 Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you."  

22 And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 

23 If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven." 

· Jesus says NOW that you believe that the tomb is empty and I am risen from the dead; now that you believe correctly – put your belief into action.

· I am sending you, to take this GOOD NEWS to the whole world.

· The good news is too good to keep to yourselves.
· The NT is simply the account of CF’S taking the good news to the whole world so people’s lives could be changed.
There is good news = anyone can be forgiven if they repent and believe.
Correct belief brings GOD’S complete forgiveness
R John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

Man’s greatest need is forgiveness and we get to PROCLAIM that anyone can be forgiven if they will BELIEVE in Jesus.

But there is bad news as well
John 8:24 (NLT) That is why I said that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I Am who I claim to be, you will die in your sins.”


· Life is filled with choices.  

· Jesus issues some very sober words but with LOVE.

· Jesus wanted people to BELIEVE the truth.

· Jesus went to the cross so people could choose to believe and be forgiven of their sins.

PP: CHOICES
· Jesus is saying that if a person REFUSES to repent and believe that they will spend eternity apart from God.

· You see there is life beyond the grace and out eternal destination comes down to your choice.

· There is a real God and there is a real Satan.

· There is a real Heaven and there is a real Hell.

· Satan’s goal is to lie to you so that you do not believe God

· Even in those days there were false religious leaders.

· But the empty tomb, the resurrection of Jesus sets Christianity apart.

· Every other religious leader Buddha, Muhammad, Confucius, has died but their tomb is NOT empty.  They remain DEAD in their tombs.

· Only Jesus’ tomb is empty and that is because he is ALIVE.

· Easter brings hope to everyone who will believe

 Say it with me – THE TOMB IS EMPTY, JESUS HAS RISEN

What else do you get when you become a believer in Jesus?

PP: 

Here is what you will get when you BELIEVE and become a follower of Jesus!  (Benefits)

Forgiveness of all your sins  

A personal relationship with God  

A clean conscience  

Peace of mind  

Release from guilt  

Hope for today  

Adventure- being a follower of Jesus  

Daily direction and guidance in life  

Joy and happiness  

Fulfillment and purpose for living  

Comfort in life’s trials  

Power to defeat temptation  

The guarantee of Heaven  

Illus: go to the tomb 

Do YOU believe that the tomb is empty, Jesus is alive and your life can be changed FOREVER?
John 11:25 (NLT) Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even after dying.

· Because Jesus rose from the dead, every CF will be raised from the dead as well.

· Absent from the BODY immediately present with the Lord.

· There is nothing better than that TRUTH.

· The same power that raised Jesus from the dead will raise us from the dead.

John 11:26 (NLT) Everyone who lives in me and believes in me will never ever die. Do YOU believe this……….


PP: Harper in Israel  (we either believe Jesus’ statement or we don’t)
Believe is not passive but an active verb
· If you are sick and you believe a doctor can make you well, but you don’t go to the doctor; useless belief – actually unbelief.

· If you believe you can get the job offered in the newspaper but you don’t go and apply; useless belief -actually unbelief
· If you believe Jesus can offer you forgiveness and heaven, they you must understand that belief is an action word that produces obedience.

How do you become a follower of Jesus?

Romans 10:9 (NLT) If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

Believe – an action word that produces obedience – we become a follower of Jesus  
Good people don’t go to Heaven

Forgiven people go to Heaven

You believe and admit you’re a sinner and need God’s forgiveness

You do the confessing and believing

God will do the forgiving

Many of you are ready to have your sins forgiven – you are ready to discover a meaning to the emptiness of your life and you want a guarantee that you are going to Heaven.

I want to ask each of you at all our campuses to take a bold step.

PP: Real belief     unbelief

Everyone Jesus called he called openly and publicly 

After my prayer, at all of our campuses – if you want your life totally changed today, then I want you to take a step of faith and get out of your chair and come stand in the front of each of our campuses.

Pastor Dean, Pastor Norm, Chris and I will lead you in a prayer of asking Jesus to come into your life – to be your Lord and Savior.

Go ahead today - take that step of faith - and God will CHANGE EVERYTHING in your life.
