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The church – why we do what we do   week 5

You are now free to move about the country!

	Birmingham Offers

	Birmingham to Amarillo for $99 One-Way!

- Fare is valid for travel Monday-Saturday, April 6 through April 30, 2010 only
	

	Birmingham to Little Rock for $99 One-Way!

- Fare is valid for travel Monday-Saturday, April 6 through April 30, 2010 only
	


Purchase through March 4, 2010, 9:15PM 
Southwest airline has a low-fare alert system called Ding. Once installed on your computer a few times everyday  you hear a DING to alert you there is a special low fare for one of the cities you have chosen. As you can see once you hear the DING – you need to make a decision soon because these special fares expire rapidly.

TODAY we will see the HS use a DING to get the CF’S into action.
We have been studying the early church in the book of Acts.  We discovered that a healthy growing church and thus each CF has these qualities: learning, loving, worshipping, praying, giving, Spirit empowered and evangelistic.

T Acts 2:43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 

· We learned these CF’S were filled with the power of the Holy Spirit and thus their everyday lives included miracles, wonders and signs.

· BUT today most CF’S discount that lifestyle even though it SHOULD be the norm for the church.

· Last weekend we learned why the church is not as effective in turning our world upside down.

We talked about 3 types of SPIRITUAL gaps that happen in our lives

PP: # 1 GAP what we believe (doctrine) and what we actually do (practice)

What we believe --------------What we actually do

The gap is lack of obedience – sin

PP: # 2 GAP what we KNOW God can do and what we EXPECT God to do
What we know God can do --------- What we expect God to do 

The gap is a lack of faith  

PP: # 3 GAP God’s potential for us and our actual performance
God’s potential for us ------------ Our actual performance

The gap is lack of living UHI

· The early church had a small gap between what they believed and what they actually practiced.
Acts 2:22 (NLT) “People of Israel, listen! God publicly endorsed Jesus the Nazarene by doing powerful miracles, wonders, and signs through him, as you well know.


John 14:12 (NLT) “I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have done, and even greater works, because I am going to be with the Father.
· THEY EXPECTED God to do supernatural things in and through their lives.

· THEY ASKED God to use them to change their world.

· THEY WERE FILLED with God’s power and refused to put God in a box.

So last weekend we began to ask God to close the gap in these 3 areas.

We want to EXPERIENCE God at work in and through our lives.
Miracles, wonders, signs = doors of opportunity; divine appointments; supernatural miracles; changed lives (God gets the glory)
PP: You were born for this – Bruce Wilkinson
I am reading this book that I want you to get it, read it and begin to practice these Biblical principles.  It is filled with challenges that will awaken every CF to be all that God has designed us to be. It is filled with real stories that remind us that God wants to us EACH CF in supernatural ways to change our world.
PP: God in a BOX - Have you put God in a BOX? 

Have you have forgotten that the nothing is impossible God LIVES in YOU?

Are you plodding through life – simply existing COMPLACENT AND CONTENT?
· Our God is a supernatural GOD – The Bible says He is the same yesterday, today and forever.

God wants every CF to reach their God given potential
· God loves to do miracles to meet the needs of people.

· God usually uses CF’S to be HIS hands, feet, mouth to deliver the miracle.

· Bottom line – is changed lives and all the glory goes to God.

Pastor SEIGE (our missionary CC HAITI) – true story 

Immediately after the quake in Haiti all the banks were closed and/or destroyed - and Pastor Seige had no cash to support his church folks who were looking for food, water and shelter.  
A young 16 yr old girl had gone in for an abortion which did not go well. She went to her parent’s house to recover but her parents did not want her to stay with them.  
Someone contacted Seige and he called her parents and said he would gladly take her in.  He went to her parent’s house to talk with them and there was a female missionary in the house ministering to the young girl. 
She asked what church do you pastor?  Seige answered Calvary Chapel Port au Prince.  Calvary Chapel!  The same Calvary Chapel in the States? Yes, the same one. Well that's a great, Bible teaching church - to which Seige agreed.  
She excused herself and went to her purse and pulled out the plastic bag with money in it.  She said she didn't know what to do with this money before she returned to the U.S., but God told her to give it to a pastor - He would tell her which pastor.  
Her friends had warned her to be very careful who she gave the money to because there were so many "pastors" that were not trustworthy people. 
The missionary said, you are the pastor I'm to give this to, it's $4000 US. Seige said what am I to do with it?  She said As God leads you!!   
Seige said he was just like us - knew all about what God promises (what He tells us to do) but never in his life had to depend upon God for food and money - until the earthquake.  
He had nothing left but faith in this circumstance and God was faithful - Seige has learned to depend (close the gap) on God.  

Would you call this true story a modern miracle?

Bottom line – needs of people met, changed lives, God gets the glory

T Acts 5:12 The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders among the people. And all the believers used to meet together in Solomon's Colonnade. 

· Put yourself in this true story as one of the apostles.

· Pastor Mark I couldn’t be or do what these apostles did!

· Wait a minute these were simple untrained men who had walked with Jesus for 3 years and often failed to believe.

· The GAPS in their lives were WIDE and noticeable.

· But after being filled with the HS, they were all different.

· The GAPS narrowed as God changed them and now they were turning their world upside down.
CF: God wants to close the GAP – YOU can change
· Satan will lie and tell us we can never close the gaps in our lives.

· God wants us to grow, go, make disciples, be fruitful and achieve all that he has planned for us.

Anything God asks us to do, He enables us to do
SO put yourself in this true story.
Acts 5:13 No one else dared join them, even though they were highly regarded by the people. 

Acts 5:14 Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their number. 
· This is the bottom line – the key to all the miracles, signs and wonders.

· People were becoming CF’S – they were being born again.

The greatest miracle is a person becoming a Christ Follower
Acts 5:15 As a result, people brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter's shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by. 

Acts 5:16 Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented by evil spirits, and all of them were healed. 

The shadow of Peter: 

· This is similar to the healing power of Jesus’ clothing and cloths touched by Paul.

· This was simply a point of contact – a jump start –so people could release THEIR faith.  It was not the shadow that healed, but their faith in God.

· Forget the abuses you see on TV (healing cloths selling for money)
· God STILL heals today.  God STILL delivers people from demons.

Acts 5:17 Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the Sadducees, were filled with jealousy.
Acts 5:18 They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail. 

What is up with this? God is healing everybody, God is delivering people from demon possession and yet God allows the apostles to be arrested and put in jail?

· Nothing happens in our life by accident.

· Faith that isn’t tested cannot be trusted

Acts 5:19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them out. 
· Here we see another MIRACLE – the supernatural
· Serving God is exciting and filled with miracles.

· God hadn’t forgotten the apostles sitting there in jail
God hasn’t forgotten you in your “difficult situation”
Acts 5:20 “Go, stand in the temple courts,” he said, “and tell the people the full message of this new life.”
It was night when the angel freed them, when did the angel expect them to GO – what was God’s timing?  We see the answer in verse 21.
Acts 5:21 At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and began to teach the people.

· The angel sounds the SOUTWEST DING BELL and tells them first thing in the morning go out and change your world.
· They obey and at DAYBREAK, the first opportunity they are fully excited and ready to see God work through them again.

PP: # 4 GAP God’s timing and my timing
God’s timing for me to obey-----------my timing to obey
The gap is caused by excuses  
These CF’S could have said it is too dangerous to go back to the streets; we need to lay low for a while.

But NO they cannot WAIT to obey God and be USED by GOD
· God’s will for us always involves God’s timing.

· God’s timing is ALWAYS perfect.

· But OFTEN we make excuses (procrastination, inconvenience, no urgency). Thus we don’t obey NOW
Hebrews 3:7 (NLT) That is why the Holy Spirit says, “Today when you hear his voice,


Hebrews 3:15 (NLT) Remember what it says: “Today when you hear his voice, don’t harden your hearts…..


Hebrews 4:7 (NLT)… “Today when you hear his voice, don’t harden your hearts.”

The HS says to us today:

WHEN are you going to really FOLLOW ME?

WHEN are you going to believe that I want to use YOU to change your world?

WHEN are you going to obey and step out in faith?

We close the gap by waiting until God speaks and then immediately obeying
When God speaks, step out and obey - NOW
B Acts 5:20 “Go, stand in the temple courts,” he said, “and tell the people the full message of this new life.”

We see 3 commands that apply to every CF today – be obedient now.
1. Go TODAY – expect God to use YOU to change lives
· The angel tells them to go and expect more miracles and changed lives.

· Go is the first word in the great commission – Go and make disciples.

Bruce Wilkerson (p56) “Millions of CF’S already know what Jesus said.  Millions agree that, since Jesus commanded us to go, it must be important. And millions are willing and available to go. But SO FEW GO”
· Another gap to be closed -the gap between what we God commands and what we actually practice.

Wilkerson (p56) “God, I heard your command, but I realize that hearing and agreeing are not enough.  Therefore, I am sincerely asking God, please send me TODAY on a miracle mission.  And I’m letting your know in advance, when you send me, I will go.”
· We never know HOW God will use us.  
· We never COMMAND God to do a miracle.  
· God is responsible for when and how He does miracles through us. 

· We simply obey and touch people with our words and our lives.

2. Stand in a public place TODAY – go to the seekers and the unbelievers
· These CF’S knew it was dangerous to go back to the public places and proclaim the good news.

· But again they were going to where the hurting people were.
PP: Gather/Scatter – take it to the streets – go to the marketplace of life
· Jesus lived most of his life in the marketplace.
· Jesus took the good news to the streets.
3. Share the gospel TODAY – Jesus can change anyone
· The angel was saying there is an urgency go and share TODAY.
· He was saying – you go, stand and share because NOTHING can stop the spread of the Gospel.

· God sent me to open the prison doors so that you can go and watch God continue to change lives.

· Any life can be changed by God – expect it.
Southwest – DING - You are now free to move about the country!
Holy Spirit DING – CF you are now FREE to change your world 
God has set us free so we can go and reach our full potential by changing our world
Prayer for the week

God I am available

God I am willing

God I am expectant – use me today
Closing
· The Bible tells us that TODAY is the day of salvation
· God is able and willing to open the prison doors of your life.
· He wants to free you from your sins and your past.

· Many of you have heard his voice – telling you to repent and follow him TODAY.
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