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Unlimited opportunities part 9    t Eph 3:20-21
Opening: I heard an interesting wedding story recently about a man’s grandmother. My grandmother when she was young met a young animator and they began a dating relationship.  The young man on multiple occasions turned down his offer of marriage.  She said to him I have feelings for you but I don’t see any future in your life as a young animator.
PP: Here is a picture of that young animator.
Walt Disney ended up marrying someone else and together they had an amazing life of UNLIMITED opportunities.
This man’s grandmother later realized the tragedy of a missed opportunity. She MISSED a lifetime JOURNEY with Walt Disney.

PP: Life is not just about the destination, but the JOURNEY

Remember we have learned that life is a daily journey, a daily relationship with God.  We succeed on this journey by FOLLOWING JESUS.

App: Turn to your neighbor and say I am on a lifetime journey with God

All of us want to enjoy this journey of UNLIMITED opportunities….so here is the BIG question:

What is the difference between UNLIMITED opportunities and a MISSED opportunity?
Answer: faith and obedience
Pastor Mark was exactly is faith?
Heb 11:1 (TLB) What is faith? It is the confident assurance that something we want is going to happen. It is the certainty that what we hope for is waiting for us, even though we cannot see it up ahead. 
Faith = complete confidence that God will do what He said (promised)
Pastor Mark I would love to have faith; where does FAITH come from?
T Romans 10:17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.

Faith comes from believing God and His Word
· The object of faith is God himself and His word

· True faith must always be based on a command or promise of God.
· We are getting ready to spend 28 minutes a day for the next 40 days going through the ENTIRE NT.

· We are going to see many of God’s promises to us IN HIS WORD.

1) God is going to speak to us through HIS WORD

R Matt 4:4 Jesus answered, "It is written: `Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.'"  

 

· God made us so that nothing can really satisfy us except God. 

· Because God was a loving creator, He wanted to communicate with man. 

· So God wrote through the person of the Holy Spirit a “user’s manual of life called the Bible.  
· This DAILY journey with God is based on God speaking to us.
God speaks to CF’S primarily through (1) the written Word and (2) through the Holy Spirit.
Illus: I announced last Sat pm that we would be through with the teaching series on Unlimited opportunities and that we would get back to our study in Philippians. The next day- Sunday morning in my devotions God impressed the passage on the failure of Israel to enter the Promise Land and the missed opportunity.  I said to God you know I am through with the series on opportunities but if you want me to continue – then you will have to speak to me – you will have to CONFIRM if YOU want me to continue?
I went to take a shower and as I came out Lynda was watching Charles Stanley on TV.  As I came out Stanley was saying this – fear is a hindrance in our lives and I want us to study a passage that deals with the 2nd time Israel tried to enter the promise land.  Then he went on to say, remember the first time Israel was poised to obey God and enter the Promise Land they got fearful and failed.  WOW

Well Sunday afternoon I sat down to listen to Adrian Rogers who I sometimes tape and Adrian said, let’s turn to Numbers 13 – and I want to talk to you about God wanting to bring His children into the Promise Land.  WOW times TWO

I knew God had spoken to me clearly, so today we are going to study that passage in the book of Numbers. But first turn to:
T 1 Corinthians 10:1-6

1 For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers, that our forefathers were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 

2 They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 

3 They all ate the same spiritual food 

4 and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ.   

5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered over the desert. 

6 Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did. 

1 Cor 10:11 These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come. 

· God gave us the OT and the NT to teach us how to do life right.

· We see PRACTICAL PERSONAL examples of real people like you and me - what to do and what NOT to do.

· So we are encouraged to READ the Bible NOT AS HISTORY but as an exhortation to learn FROM THEM.
Romans 15:4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 

2) God’s word is for our PERSONAL application

· As we listen and as we read, ask yourself – God what are you saying to me?

· What do you want me to know?

· Is there something you want me to do?

Psalms 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 

3) God’s Word produces faith for our journey
T Num 13:17 We are going to take a JOURNEY with God and the Israelites
PP: The land of Canaan is known as the Promise Land – we call it Israel. 

· God made an UNCONDITIONAL covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that THIS land would be the PROMISE LAND. 
· So the children of Israel are on a journey with God just like you and me.

· NOW they are on the VERGE of finally entering the land that God had promised but we will see a HUGE MISSED OPPORTUNITY and we all want to learn from it.
APP: Remember we read the Word not for history but our own personal application. 
Here was God’s original plan and the 2nd plan that God ALLOWED.
Deuteronomy 1:21-23 (NLT)
21 Look! He has placed the land in front of you. Go and occupy it as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has promised you. Don’t be afraid! Don’t be discouraged!’
22 “But you all came to me and said, ‘First, let’s send out scouts to explore the land for us. They will advise us on the best route to take and which towns we should enter.’
23 “This seemed like a good idea to me, so I chose twelve scouts, one from each of your tribes.


Num 13:17 When Moses sent them to explore Canaan, he said, “Go up through the Negev and on into the hill country. 

Num 13:18 See what the land is like and whether the people who live there are strong or weak, few or many. 

Num 13:19 What kind of land do they live in? Is it good or bad? What kind of towns do they live in? Are they unwalled or fortified? 

Num 13:20 How is the soil? Is it fertile or poor? Are there trees on it or not? Do your best to bring back some of the fruit of the land.” (It was the season for the first ripe grapes.)

· Remember it has been 400 years since any Israelite had been in the land.

· Moses has never seen the land but look what God had already told him about it.

R Exodus 3:8 (NLT) So I have come down to rescue them from the power of the Egyptians and lead them out of Egypt into their own fertile and spacious land. It is a land flowing with milk and honey—the land where the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites now live.


· Isn’t it interesting that God had already told Moses the land would be awesome, fruitful and very productive but that there were ENEMIES in the land?
· We know that the Promise Land was not Heaven but the Spirit Filled life.
· On our journey of life with God we can expect SPIRITUAL WARFARE.

· Everywhere in the Bible we discover that life is not a playground but a battlefield.

· Over the next 40 reading the NT we will see Satan causing lots of spiritual warfare and temptations.
· The Bible tells us that the BATTLE is the LORD’S!
Following Jesus always includes spiritual warfare but God always WINS
· So Moses sent twelve men, twelve spies —one from each tribe—to explore the land in order to determine the feasibility of conquest and the nature of Canaan’s resources.

· For forty days the spies searched out the land covering some 220 miles.

· We shouldn’t be surprised at their REPORT.

Num 13:25 At the end of forty days they returned from exploring the land.

Num 13:26 They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite community at Kadesh in the Desert of Paran. There they reported to them and to the whole assembly and showed them the fruit of the land. 

Num 13:27 They gave Moses this account: “We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. 

· The 12 returned and gave a description of the land and they all agreed that it was a land rich in grapes, pomegranates and figs
· It was unbelievable prosperous land.

Numbers 13:28 But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there. The Anakites were a tribe of very tall people who lived in Canaan

Numbers 13:29 The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and along the Jordan.”
· Moses the good news is that it is exactly as God told us – BUT the bad news is there are lots of dangers also.

Numbers 13:30 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.”

· Caleb – a leader WITH FAITH – says we need to go for it -we can do it.
· Caleb AND Joshua are the only two men who are trusting GOD.
Numbers 13:31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We can’t attack those people; they are stronger than we are.” 

Numbers 13:32 And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored. They said, “The land we explored devours those living in it. All the people we saw there are of great size. We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). 

Numbers 13:33 We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them.”

· 10 out of the 12 spies doubted the ability of Israel to conquer the inhabitants (in spite of God’s promise to drive them out).
· The majority gave a critical, faithless review.  
· They said there was no chance to inhabit the land because of the giant peoples living there and the walled cities.

· Caleb and Joshua tried to convince the people to have faith in God.
· But that night the UNBELIEF of the 10 leaders spread to MILLIONS of Jews.

Next weekend we will talk about the result of this UNBELIEF and see the HUGE MISSED OPPORTUNITY for most of these Jewish people.

WHAT CAN WE LEARN PERSONALLY FROM THIS TRUE STORY

1) Do REMEMBER the past faithfulness of God TO YOU
· These people had short memories of God’s faithfulness.

· They were on the verge of entering the PL – how had they gotten there?

· They were freed from Egypt by God’s power, they crossed the Red Sea by God’s power; they were fed and given water through miracles given by God.
· They were directed by fire at night and a cloud by the day – lots of miracles in their past – but they FORGOT the faithfulness of God.
How about you and I – have we forgotten the past faithfulness of God?
2) Do FOCUS on God’s promises and not on YOUR problems.
· The leaders WITHOUT faith began to focus on the difficulties and problems.

· They were walking totally by SIGHT and not by faith.

· They had taken their eyes OFF of God and placed their eyes on the circumstances and their own human strength.

· THEY LOOKED AT THEMSELVES WITHOUT GOD - they were small, useless and had no hope – like grasshoppers.
Where is your focus today – on our problems or on your GREAT GOD?
3) Do BELIEVE God’s Word and step out in faith and obedience
· They forgot this was the PROMISE LAND – God had over and over promised them it was THERE’S!

· It was not the POSSIBLE LAND BUT THE PROMISE LAND

· We have learned that God has given us MANY WONDERFUL PROMISES.

NO LACK – NO EXCUSES – NO FEAR
During the next 40 days let’s all be a Caleb; a Joshua
· Let’s believe God and HIS WORD and be willing to step out in faith and obey God.

· There is no reason to fear the future.

· God is with us EVERY STEP of the way.

· Let’s start walking by supernatural faith rather than by human sight.

Last weekend we learned a great principle – let me update it
GOD          = unlimited opportunities
me               = MISSED opportunities
GOD + me = unlimited opportunities
Thanks for stepping out in supernatural faith – the next 40 days are going to be amazing as a BIG family we truth our BIG GOD.
Vance Havner: The vision must be followed by the venture. It is not enough to stare up the steps – we must step up the stairs.” 

COMMUNION

John 3:36 (NLT) And anyone who believes in God’s Son has eternal life. Anyone who doesn’t obey the Son will never experience eternal life but remains under God’s angry judgment.”


· Some of you are doing the journey of life WITHOUT GOD.

· Not only will you miss HEAVEN but you are missing REAL LIFE EVERY DAY

· Today God is offering you an opportunity to be forgiven and start living REAL LIFE.
