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The church – why we do what we do   week 7
PP: Chris and Sara’s son AIDEN – reading you were made for this
PP: Great wall
Lynda and I have been to Beijing many times.   There are so many great tourist sites to see – Forbidden City, Summer Palace, Ming Tombs, Temple of Heaven, Tiananmen Square and of course 

PP: Subway map of Beijing China.

Can you imagine a person flying to Beijing and buying a ticket on their amazing subway and not ever getting on the train?

When asked why didn’t you see the great sites in Beijing – they responded, well I saw the gap in front of the train and I was afraid to get on the train.  So I spent my vacation on the subway platform – going nowhere.  HOW SAD.
But we have been studying 5 spiritual gaps in the lives of CF’S that keep them from getting on the train and changing the world for Jesus.
Here is a picture of just ONE spiritual gap that we have studied.
PP: # 2 GAP what we KNOW God can do and what we EXPECT God to do   The gap is from a lack of faith  

· In contrast to the church of today, we have been studying the early church in the book of Acts.
· We discovered that a healthy growing church and thus each CF has these qualities: learning, loving, worshipping, praying, giving, Spirit empowered and evangelistic.  

· We learned these EARLY CF’S were filled with the power of the Holy Spirit and thus their everyday lives included miracles, wonders and signs.  
· This early church closed the spiritual gaps and every day they boarded the Jesus’ train and changed their world.

PP: Jesus’ TRAIN - Get on the Jesus’ train and change MY world
SAY IT WITH ME – GET ON THE JESUS’ TRAIN AND CHANGE MY WORLD

Let’s take a quick trip through the book of Acts and see what happens when CF’S board the Jesus’ train.
Six progress reports in the book of Acts
Acts 2:47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

Acts 6:7 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith. 

Acts 9:31 Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace. It was strengthened; and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it grew in numbers, living in the fear of the Lord. 

Acts 12:24 But the word of God continued to increase and spread. 

Acts 16:5 So the churches were strengthened in the faith and grew daily in numbers. 

Acts 19:20 In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power. 

· The early church closed the gaps and got on the Jesus’ train.

· Closing the gaps allows the power of the gospel to change lives
· This is to be THE NORM for the Church – for each CF.
T Acts 13:1 In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 

Acts 13:2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." 

· We see the church is a LIVING family.
· People operated as a team using their God given spiritual gifts.

· There were teachers providing Biblical instruction on how to life the Christian life.

· There were prophets giving specific guidance, exhortation and comfort when directed by the Holy Spirit.
Here we are CCM with our four campuses – we are FAMILY.
Today is our 18th anniversary as a church (family) – all glory be to God

· They are praying together, they are fasting together, they are worshipping together, they are hearing GOD speak to them together.
· We see the SUPERNATURAL in verse 2 when the Holy Spirit chooses Barnabas and Saul to get on the Jesus’ train together.

· We see the HEART OF GOD
1st thing Jesus said to his disciples
Mark 1:17 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men 

Not I will make you religious

Not I will make you mature

No – I will make you a fisher of men and women (lost)

Follow me and let’s go fish.

Last thing Jesus said to his disciples

Matthew 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations….
The early church understood the passion of Jesus.  Lost people matter to God and they must matter to us.
Acts 13:3 So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off. 

· We see this church sending people out to all parts of the world.

· They are in unison and living in obedience to God’s calling.

· Notice God’s call wasn’t specific as to WHERE they are to go and exactly WHAT they were to do.   
· JUST get on the Jesus’ train and the HS will direct.
Acts 13:4 The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia and sailed from there to Cyprus. 

· Paul and Barnabas are not standing on the platform – the dock.

· They get on the Jesus’ boat and sail to Cyprus to change the world.

Acts 13:5 When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish synagogues. John was with them as their helper.

PP: Map
R The vision must be followed by the venture.  It is not enough to stare up the steps – we must step up the stairs.  Vance Havner
Acts 13:6 They traveled through the whole island until they came to Paphos. There they met a Jewish sorcerer and false prophet named Bar-Jesus, (Elymas)
Acts 13:7 who was an attendant of the proconsul, Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, an intelligent man, sent for Barnabas and Saul because he wanted to hear the word of God. 

Verse 7 – this Roman gentile governor was seeking truth.  Why?  
· Because no matter what he had in his life, power, possession, pleasure, and position – it still left him empty.

· It is important to be reminded that every person was created to know God and have a personal relationship with God.  Until that happens there will always be a searching.  
Without God = no purpose, no meaning in life
Acts 13:8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for that is what his name means) opposed them and tried to turn the proconsul from the faith. 

Whenever we step out in faith for God – we can expect opposition from Satan
Acts 13:9 Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and said, 

Acts 13:10 "You are a child of the devil and an enemy of everything that is right! You are full of all kinds of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop perverting the right ways of the Lord? 
· Why does it say Paul was filled with the Holy Spirit?

· Luke was telling us that even the great teacher Paul couldn’t overcome Satan’s power and obstacles by his own wisdom or skill.  

· Paul would need the power of the Holy Spirit to shut up Satan’s puppet Elymas.

PP: # 3 GAP God’s potential for us and our actual performance
The gap is from a lack of living UHI
Acts 13:11 Now the hand of the Lord is against you. You are going to be blind, and for a time you will be unable to see the light of the sun."

Immediately mist and darkness came over him, and he groped about, seeking someone to lead him by the hand.  

Acts 13:12 When the proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, for he was amazed at the teaching about the Lord.

1. What IF Paul and Barnabas had refused to obey God’s call and get on the Jesus’ train to this first missionary journey?  NO VENTURE
2. What if the church in Antioch had refused to have a missionary vision and let Paul and Barnabas go? NO VENTURE
3. What if Paul had NOT been filled with the Holy Spirit when he faced satanic opposition?

This gentile seeker would not have found the truth he was looking for.
· But the Spiritual gaps were closed and once again God was using CF’S to change THEIR world.  

· The early church was making a HUGE difference in their world.
Remember this stat
66% of Americans agree – churches have little or no value in helping them find meaning and direction in their lives 
HOW do we CHANGE THAT and HOW do we become like the EARLY CHURCH?
T John 20:21 Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you." 

John 20:22 And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 

1. Be humbled, God is sending YOU

· Every CF is called to follow Jesus and become a fisher of men and women
· Every CF is called to go and make disciples.

· God has called EVERY CF

· All of us should be humbled that we can work with God to change the lives of people eternally.

· There is NOTHING more important.

· There is NOTHING more valuable than a person’s soul – their eternal destiny.

2. Be determined, close the gaps daily

· What is keeping YOU from boarding the Jesus’ train?

· Much of the “church” is simply standing around the train station like my opening illustration in Beijing.

PP: This is not what the church should look like. We cannot stand on the “platforms of life” and expect to change our world.

· They are missing out on REAL life

· They are missing out of being USED for God. HOW SAD

What gap is hindering you?
Let’s see if you can identify it and close it today.
The gap from a lack of obedience – sin

The gap from a lack of faith

The gap from a lack of living UHI

The gap from excuses

The gap from pride (self-will) and fear (unknown)
# 1 GAP what we believe (doctrine) and what we actually do (practice)

# 2 GAP what we KNOW God can do and what we EXPECT God to do
# 3 GAP God’s potential for us and our actual performance
# 4 GAP God’s timing and my timing
# 5 GAP God’s way verses my way

YOU - close the gaps today, get off the platform and be ready to get on the train.
3. Be excited, get on the train daily with expectation

· The early CF’S EXPECTED God to do supernatural things in and through their lives.  

· They ASKED God to use them to change their world.  

· They WERE FILLED with God’s power and refused to put Him in a box.  

PP: This is what the church should look like

Daily – HOW we spend our days is of course how we spend our lives
4. Be passionate, go in God’s power and change the world

T 2 Peter 1:3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 

· Realize you have everything you need to change the world.
· God has and will equip us for everything he calls us to do.

· We never have to worry what’s up ahead, simply get on the train and travel with Jesus in the Power of the Holy Spirit.
Mark Batterson (Wild Goose Chase) - “Jesus didn’t die on the cross to keep us safe. He died to make us dangerous”  

· All through the book of Acts we see CF’S stepping out of their comfort zones – closing their spiritual gaps and living dangerously.

· They expected God to do amazing things so they simply obeyed and followed God daily.
· That is the LIFESTYLE God wants for everyone of us.
 

PP: Jesus’ TRAIN - Get on the Jesus’ train and change MY world
Closing
· To get on the Jesus train which eventually ends in Heaven – you have to have a ticket.

· The ticket has been paid for by Jesus’ death on the cross.

· All you have to do is the following to get the FREE TICKET.
Romans 10:9-10 (NLT)
9 If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
10 For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by confessing with your mouth that you are saved.


· Will you confess your sins and believe TODAY?
· God HAS opened your eyes to the truth that life without Him is empty, lonely and has NO purpose.
· It is time for you to follow the vision that God has FOR you.

· You can experience the truth, you can have your sins forgiven, you can have a new start in life.
· But you must take a step of faith and ask God to come into YOUR life.

PP: # 1 GAP what we believe (doctrine) and what we actually do (practice)

What we believe --------------What we actually do

The gap is lack of obedience – sin

PP: # 2 GAP what we KNOW God can do and what we EXPECT God to do
What we know God can do --------- What we expect God to do 

The gap is a lack of faith  

PP: # 3 GAP God’s potential for us and our actual performance
God’s potential for us ------------ Our actual performance

The gap is lack of living UHI

PP: # 4 GAP God’s timing and my timing
God’s timing for me to obey-----------my timing to obey
The gap is caused by excuses  

PP: # 5 GAP God’s way verses my way

God’s way for my life ------ my way 

The gap is caused by pride (self-will) and fear (unknown)

Small gap = happening, growing, supernatural, impacting church
Opening story in Your God is too safe  p 208 -210
T Ephesians 5:1 Be imitators of God… 

1) Be imitators of God but realize you are not God
Matthew 10:25 (NLT) Students are to be like their teacher…
Personal time

Corporate time

Group time

Marketplace time

2) Know the world is “ripe” to become CF’S 
T Matthew 9:35-38
As we read these verses we see Jesus’ example demonstrated all through the book of Acts.

35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 
· Jesus taught, preached and performed miracles for the people.

· We see the same in the book of Acts and we are to do the same also.

36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 

First notice that Jesus SAW.

VISION - To see others, we have to take our eyes off ourselves
Selfishness will never close the gaps in our spiritual lives.

· As Jesus encountered the depth of human need, He was moved with compassion.
· God help us to be moved as we see people who are harassed, troubled, lost, and living without purpose and direction.

· Compassion is MORE than just feeling.…..Jesus had a heart for them but also had action – he touched them

Compassion in action – meet the need
37 Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 
38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field." 

See empty, searching people as an open door to ministry
· Jesus saw the PROBLEM of human need as an opportunity.

· Very important that we are positive people rather than always seeing the trouble or negative aspects of life.

· The solution to this problem/opportunity was to PRAY.

· Notice that the prayer was VERY specific.  Our prayers need to be not like a shotgun but like a rifle – very specific and direct.

· The solution involved Christians seeing the same thing that God sees….having HIS vision.

· YOU go into the harvest and be part of the opportunity

T 2 Peter 1:3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 

3) Realize you have everything you need to change the world.
4) Every day get on the “Jesus” train and do what Jesus did
Mark Batterson (Wild Goose Chase) - “Jesus didn’t die on the cross to keep us safe. He died to make us dangerous”  
· All through the book of Acts we see CF’S stepping out of their comfort zones – closing their spiritual gaps and living dangerously.

· They expected God to do amazing things so they simply obeyed and followed God daily.
 

T Mark 16:15  He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. 

Mark 16:16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 

When we read the gospels we see how Jesus lived dangerously – outside of his comfort zone.  

 
It is all about changed lives.
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