6

Unlimited opportunities part 10  t Eph 3:20-21
PP: Hilton  Next weekend we will celebrate our 19th anniversary as a church. 
I remember well the events of opening weekend.  We had arranged to rent a big room in the Shoney’s motel.  It would hold about 75. We were excited and then we got a call and there was some type of mix up. They had already promised that room to someone else.  

So here we are a few days away from our first service with NO place to have church. What was God doing?  Later I would learn that God was testing the leadership – do you trust me?  God impressed me to call the Hilton Hotel and ask about renting one of their ballrooms.  The lady said what do you want the room for – I responded for a church. She said we already have a church that meets in a smaller room.

Then she asked what church are you with.  I told her that we were starting a Calvary Chapel here in the Melbourne area and that we have been sent out from CC MI.  She said I go to CC MI and have been praying about a church closer to where I work.

She got the rental approved and we started church in a ballroom at the Hilton including a room for SS and a suite for the nursery.
On our first day we had well over 100 people and God knew we would have never fit into the room at Shoneys.

I remember God’s miracle as if it was yesterday! 
I remember God’s goodness, God guidance and God’s provision.

The word “remember” is found about 250 times in the Bible and thus God knows that word relates to some importance principles.  Here is a key principle that we will focus on today.
Remember not to forget   Turn to your neighbor and say…..
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“Without memory we would have to relearn everything, every day.”
“Without memory we’d forget who we are and where we’ve been.”
“Without memory we lose faith because we’d forget the faithfulness of God.”
T Deuteronomy 8

This chapter is a review of what God taught the Children of Israel during their 40 years of wandering in the wilderness.  God will tell them REMEMBER NOT TO FORGET and we need to learn that lesson as well.

· We learned last weekend that unbelief kept the Children of Israel from entering the PL.  
· God punished these people and everyone over 20 would die in the wilderness during the next 40 years of wandering.

· Even though the older generation was shut out from the PL and from unlimited opportunities because of their unbelief, God graciously continued to bless them.

· But God was focusing on the younger generation.  His plan was for them to enter the PL so they could experience UNLIMITED OPPORTUNITIES.
· Like these children of Israel all CF’S are on their own amazing adventure of following Jesus every day.

Deuteronomy 8

1 Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may live and increase and may enter and possess the land that the Lord promised on oath to your forefathers. 

2 Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. 

3 He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 

4 Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell during these forty years. 

Remember not to forget - God will humble us and test us
Humble us
· God wants to remind us that HE IS GOD and we are not.

· Humility starts with acknowledging our dependence upon God

· A humble mindset simply submits and obeys God.  

· Knowing God should make us humble  

· Knowing ourselves should keep us humble  

Tests us
· Faith is like a muscle that must be exercised to grow

· God tests us to grow our faith so we can be more useful to Him.

· Life in the wilderness provided lots of tests – would they trust God or trust themselves.

· 19 years ago God was testing me – do you think you can trust me to provide a place to meet?

· All through our journey of following Jesus we will be tested.
5 Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the Lord your God disciplines you. 

· In the NT, followers of Jesus are called disciples. To follow = become a disciple. 
A disciple is a lifelong learner under discipline
· When we hear the word “discipline” most of us think PUNISHMENT. 

· But the Bible’s concept of discipline is Positive. 

Discipline = to teach, to instruct, to correct, to warn, to punish
· The Bible tells us that we are the sons and daughters of God.  God is pictured as our HEAVENLY father.  

· Because our NATURAL sin tendency is based on rebellion all of God’s kids need loving discipline.
T Hebrews 12:5 And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: "My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 

Hebrews 12:6 because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son."  
· Loving discipline brings all of us a comfort factor.  We know we have someone who loves us ENOUGH to be active in our lives.

· God’s kids (CF’S) know we are being watched, cared for, loved and disciplined by OUR Heavenly Father.

Hebrews 12:10 Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. 

Remember not to forget – God’s loving discipline is good for us
· Biblical discipline is related to a goal – the person becoming like Christ and doing life right.

Hebrews 12:11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have submitted and been trained by it. 

· God’s discipline comes in many forms - persecution, trials, sickness, pain, sorrow, and trouble.  

· Not all these come directly from God but God does permit them.  
· God allows them to be part of the process where He works EVERYTHING for our good.

· So HOW should we respond to God’s loving discipline? 
Submit – a willing attitude that wants to cooperate - an action and an attitude.
· Remember that our sinful nature never wants to SUBMIT.  We want to rebel, complain, pout or get angry.

· But by submitting in action and attitude we learn our lessons well AND enjoy life knowing we have Father who LOVES US.

· Discipline is PAINFUL – no doubt about it.

· But we are to LOOK to the result – the end result of godly discipline is GOOD for all of us
B Deut 8:6 Observe the commands of the Lord your God, walking in his ways and revering him. 

7 For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land — a land with streams and pools of water, with springs flowing in the valleys and hills; 

8 a land with wheat and barley, vines and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey; 

9 a land where bread will not be scarce and you will lack nothing; a land where the rocks are iron and you can dig copper out of the hills. 

10 When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your God for the good land he has given you. 

Remember not to forget – our God is a GENEROUS God
· Think back over YOUR life, what does your list look like?

· Our God has BLESSED all of us in a million ways.

· Remember as we follow Jesus – NO LACK, NO EXCUSES, NO FEAR, NO REGRETS = UNLIMITED OPPORTUNITIES

Homework – this week; meditate on Psalm 103
Luke 10:23 (NLT) Then when they were alone, he turned to the disciples and said, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you have seen.

· In our reading this week as we are listening to the whole NT in 40 days, we read this amazing verse.

· Do you and I realize HOW blessed we are to see the goodness of God ever day in our lives?

· How blessed we are to have freedom to worship and freedom to share the gospel with anyone who will listen?

· What a blessing to have God living INSIDE of us and providing for each of us this adventure of life – a life with UNLIMITED opportunities.

Remember God’s discipline includes warnings…..
11 Be careful that you do not forget the Lord your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. 

Remember not to forget – read, believe and obey God’s word
· We can easily forget God, by not being in Word on a daily basis.
· We can easily forget God by not believing and obeying HIS word.
· The Israelites were excluded from Canaan because of they refused to believe God’s word.

· Ignoring the Word and God’s correction makes us LESS sensitive to hear the Holy Spirit as He speaks to us.

· As we get in the habit of ignoring the WORD of God, we begin to LISTEN to OTHER voices including our own (and Satan’s)

· Understand that Satan is very deceitful and his goal is to TURN US AWAY from following God.  
· God knows we need to be reading and obeying the Word and that brings faith – unlimited opportunities

12 Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, 

13 and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, 

14 then your heart will become proud and you will forget the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

Remember not to forget – forgetting God leads to prideful independence
· We are called CF’S which means Jesus is our leader and we are simply following.
· When we get prideful, we start to take the lead.

· When we get prideful, we stop asking God for his wisdom and direction and we simply do life in our own wisdom.
PP: fork in the road

· All of us face decisions every day in our lives. How will we make those decisions – what fork in the road will we take?

R 1 Samuel 27:1 But David thought to himself, "One of these days I will be destroyed by the hand of Saul. The best thing I can do is to escape to the land of the Philistines. Then Saul will give up searching for me anywhere in Israel, and I will slip out of his hand."

· Everything bad starts with these words – “David thought to himself”
· This verse doesn’t have God anywhere near it.
· David is thinking from a human perspective totally WITHOUT God. 
APP: Are you asking God for HIS WISDOM and DIRECTION in the decisions of life? Or have YOU FORGOTTEN GOD and are you actually TRYING to do life WITHOUT Him? 
15 He led you through the vast and dreadful desert, that thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous snakes and scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock. 

16 He gave you manna to eat in the desert, something your fathers had never known, to humble and to test you so that in the end it might go well with you. 

17 You may say to yourself, "My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me." 

Remember not to forget – Life is not about YOU but GOD
· Take God out of the 40 year journey in the wilderness and what do you have? Nothing but failure, disaster and death.

· The reason they are on this journey is God freed them from slavery in Egypt. Egypt is a picture of the world under the control of Satan.

· If we take God totally out of this true story and these people REMAIN slaves in Egypt FOREVER.
· If we take God out of our lives – we are still dead in our sins – slaves to our old sin nature.

Remember not to forget – God is our SAVIOR 
· We didn’t save ourselves. 

· We are not going to spend eternity in Heaven with God because of our goodness.

· We were all dead in sin and then God came and offered us spiritual freedom, eternal life.

R Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

18 But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today. 

1 Timothy 6:17 (NLT) Teach those who are rich in this world not to be proud and not to trust in their money, which is so unreliable. Their trust should be in God, who richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment.


· We know that OUR WORLD system honors wealth and wealthy people.

· Because of that squeezing system those who are very wealthy have a tendency to look down on other and act superior.

· They easily can think they are smarter, wiser and BETTER than others. 

· Deut 8:18 and this verse remind us that riches and pride often go together 
· This warning from God is for ALL of us here today.
· God says look at what you have and don’t forget ME. 
· God says I am the ONE who has given YOU the ability to get wealth 
Remember not to forget – OUR prosperity can cause us to FORGET God 
· God is not against stuff, good things in life.
· In fact EVERYTHING we have is a gift from God.

· But the Bible warns us over and over that life is not about the abundance of stuff.
· Someone once asked Billy Graham what is the biggest surprise. Billy responded how short life really is.  

Remember not to forget – life is about God, people and our time
Solomon the wisest man in the world wrote this key principle.
R Ecc 11:8 However many years a man may live, let him enjoy them all…...  

PP: Fork   Proverbs 14:12 There is a path before each person that seems right, but it ends in death.

· There is only one way to enjoy life – start following Jesus TODAY

· Are YOU on the road of life following Jesus?

· Or are YOU on the road of life WITHOUT Jesus?

If you become a follower of Jesus – look at the benefits.  

Forgiveness of sins  

Clean conscience  

Purpose and meaning of life  

Joy and contentment daily  

24/7 companionship with God  

Ongoing fellowship and friendship with other CF’S  

Help for today  

Hope for tomorrow  

Guarantee of Heaven forever  

 
